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FOR PLASTIC MODELLERS 


22p 



Converting the Airfix Canberra kit 
in this issue Scratch-building large scale tanks 

Peninsular War figure conversions 







non-toxic 

pricetoo 

money. 


LOOK FOR THE HUMBROL 
PAINT LOCKER-NOW! 

Skill, patience / 
and Humbrol 

Three most important qualities for success- 
ful modelling. Although it takes a great 
deal of skill and patience to assemble a 
good model — particularly like one of the 
clipper ship Thermopylae, launched in 
1 868 to carry tea from China -experi- 
enced modellers know that the fini 
ing touch is just as important — that s 
why they choose Humbrol enamel. 

Used by modellers the world 
over, Humbrol enamel or 
"Authentics" are not or>ly 
the right colour— they 
and the rig 


HUMBROL 

Enamel 

Ask for it 
by name 


L 




ERNEST BERWICK (HI) LIMITED 

11a NEWLAND STREET, KETTERING, NORTHANTS NN16 8JH Telephone 85998 


TAMIYA 


1/35 Scale AFV — Motorised 


Russian JSIII Stalin 
British Centurion 
US M4 A3 E8 Sherman 
US Army M60 A-1 
Japanese Type 61 
German King Tiger 
German Hunting Tiger 
Saladin Armoured Car 
M8 Armoured Car 
US M36 Jackson 


£2.60 

£2.99 

£1.99 

£2.99 

£2.99 

£2.99 

£2.99 

£1.40 

£1.25 

£ 2.20 


Panzer Kampfwagen II F/G £1.55 

Russian KV1 Type C £2.99 

US M551 Sheridan £2.99 

German Leopard £2.99 

Tiger 1 £2.99 

US M42 Duster £2.20 

US M41 £1.99 

German 8 ton Half-track 
SDKFZ 7/Crew £3.99 

German Panther £2.99 

German Jagdpanther £2.99 

German PZKW III Ausf M/N £2.60 

US Army M60-A2 £3.99 

1/35 Scale AFV 

British 6 Pounder 80p 

VW German Kubelwagen 85p 

German 75 mm Assault Gun 
Sturmgeschuetz III Ausf G £1.99 
Russian Field Car GAZ 67B 95p 

US Willeys Jeep with 
Crew/Trailer £1.40 

German PZKW II Ausf F/G 
with 4 Afrika Korps £1.20 

German Hannomag 251/1 
H/T with soldiers £1.70 

German BMW M/C 8 S/C 
with soldiers 85p 

German 88 mm 36/37 Flak 
with crew & M/C £3.99 

German VW 

Schwimmwagen 85p 

German PZKW 3 Ausf M/N 
with Officers £1.99 

British Daimler Mk II Scout 
Car Dingo/3 Soldiers 95p 

German M/C Zundapp 
KS750 & BMW R75 with 
riders 85p 

British Matilda Mk II £1.99 

Italian Fiat Ansaldo M13/40 £1.60 
German 8 Wheeled A/C 
SDKFZ 232 £2.99 

British SAS Jeep with crew £1 .20 
German Kettenkrad 
SDKFZ 2 Diecast 
Engine/Trailer etc. £1.20 

US M3 Lee £1.65 

German 37 mm A/T Gun 70p 

US M3 A1 Stuart £1.20 

British M3 Grant £1.65 

US Ml 13 Pers. Carrier £2.50 

NEW 1/35 Scale 

Quad Gun Tractor £1.75 

25 Pounder & Crew £1.50 

Ford GPA Jeep £1.20 

25 Pounder Gun Limber and 
Quad Tractor £2.85 

1/35 Figures etc. 

4 German Parachute Troops 35p 
4 German Infantry 35p 

4 US Army Tank Crew 35p 

3 British Infantry 35p 

4 German Afrika Korps 35p 

4 German Army Officers 35p 

4 US Army Infantry 35p 

4 Russian Infantry 35p 

48 Sandbags 35p 

24 Barricade Set 35p 

Jerrycan Set 35p 

8 German Assault Troops 70p 

8 British 8th Army 70p 

8 German Artillery 70p 

8 German Afrika Korps 70p 

7 Machine Gun Troops 70p 


1/35 Scale AFV Remote Control 


German Leopard 
German King Tiger 
British Centurion Mk I 


£3.99 

£3.99 

£3.99 


German Hunting Tiger 

£3.99 

German Tiger I 

£3.99 

Russian JSIII Stalin 

£3.99 

German Panther 

£3.99 

German Rommel 

£3.99 

US M41 Walker Bulldog 

£2.99 

US M4 A3 E8 Sherman 

£2.99 

US M42 Duster 

£2.99 

US M60-A1 Cheyenne 

£3.99 

US M551 Sheridan 

£3.99 

Japanese Type 61 

£3.99 

Russian T55 

£3.50 

Russian KV1 Type C 

£3.90 

US M36 Jackson 

£3.50 

SPECIAL — Month of April Only — 

All UK Orders for Tamiya over 

£2.00 forwarded post free. 

ARMTEC 


ACCESSORIES 


Set 


1. 1/76 Germ. M/C Guns 


2. 1/76 10 Jerry Cans 


3. 1/76 American AFV Tools 

4. 1/76 Germ. Pioneer Tools 

5 1/76 Germ. Veh. B/D Equip. 

6. 1/76 16 Germ. Spare Track 

Plates 


7. 1/76 Tow Chain 


8. 1/35 Tow Chain 


9. 1/35 Germ. M/C Gun MG34 

10 1/35 Germ. M/C Gun MG42 

12 1/76 Brit. AFV Tools 


13. 1/76 Sandbags 


14. 1/35 Brit. Bren & Boys AT 

Rifle 


NEW 1/72 150 Cal. MG 


Sets 7 & 8 1 9'/jp each, all other 13p 

each. 


HASEGAWA 


NEW 1/72 Scale Aircraft 


McDonnel Eagle F15 

75p 

Mitsubishi MU 2S 

75p 

Mitsubishi MU 2J 

75p 

Thunderbolt Razor Back 


P47D 

50p 

Thunderbolt Bubble Top 


P47 D 

50p 

NEW 1/72 Scale AFV's 


GMC Personnel Carrier 

40p 

GMC Gasoline Truck 

40p 

GMC Dump Truck 

40p 

ITALAEREI 


1/72 Scale Aircraft 


NEW JU 188 

£1.60 

Italian Flying BoatCant Z501 

£1.75 

Gotha GO 242/244 


Transport Glider or Twin 


Engine with Kubelwagen 

£1.60 

Henschel HS126 Fighter 

75p 

LA55FN Fighter 

75p 

F84F Thunderstreak 

90p 

RF84F Thunderflash 

90p 

CaproniCA313/314 Bomber 

£1.50 

Fiat BR20 Bomber 

£1.50 

1/35 Scale AFV's 


NEW Opel Blitz 

£1.60 

NEW 6 Figures with Small 


Arms 

55p 

Hetzer 38T 

£1.60 

Marder III 

£1.60 

German Tank Destroyer 


Elefant 

£3.20 

PZKPFZ 38T 

£1.60 

Fiat Ansaldo Ml 3/40 

£1.60 

S/P M40 Gun 

£1.60 


NEW from TANDAIR 

1/32 DROP Tanks 85p per set 
Designed to fit REVELLs kit of 
the F-4J and E Phantom. As 
reviewed on page 320 of January 
issue of Airfix Magazine. 


RAREPLANES 


1/72 Scale Vac-formed 


Lockheed L1049 Super 


Constellation 

£4.00 

Bell 206 Jet Ranger 

60p 

Curtis Helldiver 

99p 

L5a Sentinel 

75p 

P43A Lancer 

75p 

Martin B10 

£1.35 

Thomas Morse S4C 

60p 

1/76 Raretank 


Somua S35 

75p 


FROG 

1/72 Hunter 
1/72 Sepecat Jaguar 


49p 

59p 


SPECIAL — Month of April — UK 
Only. 

1 of each for £1.10 Post Free 


ESCI 

1/72 Scale AFV's 55p each 

8001 PZKPFW III Ausf M 

8002 Hanomag SDKFZ 251/1 

8003 PZKPFW II Ausf F 

8004 105 mm S/P Howitzer 

8010 Marder III 

801 1 Hetzer 38T 

8013 150 mm S/P Howitzer 


NITTO 

1/76 AFV's 49p each 

Panther G 

Jagdpanther 

Tiger 

German 105 mm Gun 
Hanomag SDKFZ 250/10 
PZKW III with PAK 37 Gun & 
Soldiers 

Kubelwagen. BMW m/c, PAK Gun 
& Soldiers 

Schwimmwagen, BMW m/c PAK 
Gun & Soldiers 
1/35 

37 mm Gun Set 49p 

Kettenkrad SDKFZ 2 with 37 
mm Gun £1.10 

SDKFZ 250/3 £1.70 


CONVERSIONS 

White Polystyrene Sheet 

.005 9p 

.010 lOp 

.015 12p 

.020 13p 

.030 20p 

.040 25p 

.060 40p 

.080 48p 

.010 Clear 18p 

.020 Clear 20p 

.015 Yellow Brick OO/HO 18p 
.015 Red Brick OO/HO 18p 

Micro Strip Assorted 28p 

Micro Rod Assorted 28d 

Mek Pak 13p, 18p & 28p 

Dulcote 49p 

Glosscote 49p 

Squadron Green Stuff 48p 

Humbrol Body Putty 40p 

Liquaplate 77p 

Liquaplate Sealer 77p 

Micro Gloss, Micro Flat, 

Micro Sol, Micro Set, 

Micro Weld each 48o 


1 PUBLICATIONS 

1 

I De Havilland Venom by Riger 

1 Lindsay incl. post 

£1.20 H 

1 Model Review. No's 1, 2, 3 & 5 

I each incl. post 

60p 

1 US Scale Modeller incl. post 90p 

1 (Issues available. June & July '74, 

| March & April 75) 


1 Nothing Heard After Take Off 

1 60 page History of No 7 Sqdn. incl. 

post 

70p 

FUJIMI 


1/76 Scale AFV's 


King Tiger 

65p 

KV-1 1941 Russian 

65p 

KV-2 Russian 

65p 

Jagdtiger 

65p 

Jag. Panther Hetzer 

65p 

PZKPF 38T 

65p 

Sherman M4A3 

65p 

Matilda Mk IV 

65p 

SKDFZ Half Track 

65p 

German Armoured Car 

65p 

Kubelwagen BMW R75 

65p 

Elephant 

65p 

T34 Russian 

65p 

Valentine 

65p 

German Infantry 

60p 

German A/T 88 Gun 

60p 

US Infantry 

60p 

Jerrycan, Brick, Tent, 


Oil Drum, Sand Bags. 


Bridge 

60p 

A/T Obstacles, 


Watch Tower 

60p 

German Infantry with 


Gas Masks 

60p 

British Infantry 

60p 

Battle of the Bulge 

£1.95 

African Front 

£2.35 

Blitzkrieg 

£2.35 

Battle of Berlin 

£2.95 

Battle of Kursk 

£3.25 

Invasion 'D' Day 

£3.25 

NEW 


Russian SU-85 

60p 

Russian VOLGA T34/85 

60p 

Japanese Type 97 

60p 

MIDORI 


1/40 Scale AFV's 


Hornet Armoured Car 

75p 

Saladin Armoured Car 

75p 

German Scout Car SDKFZ 


222 

75p 

French Armoured Car EBR 


75 A 

75p 

German H/T SDKFZ 250/3 

90p 

German H/T SDKFZ 250/10 

90p 

German H/T SDKFZ 250/9 

90p 

German Armoured Car 232 

90p 

NICHIMO 


NEW 1/35 Scale AFV's 


Jagdpanzer 1V/70 'Long' 

£2.50 

M4A1 Sherman 

£2.50 

Panzerkampfwagen Tiger 1 

£2.75 

1 Postal Charges (UK) 

Orders up to £1 

(15p) 

Over £1 up to £2 

<25p) 

Over £2 up to £3 

(30p) 

Over £3 up to £4 

(40p) 

Over £4 up to £6 

<45p) 

Over £6 Post Free 1 

Goods are offered at prices ruling 1 

on date of order and subject to 1 

availability. S.A.E. with all 1 

1 enquiries please. 


I OVERSEAS — Send 2 

Postal 

1 Reply Coupons for pro-forma 1 

1 Invoice of goods and 

postal H 

| charges. 

— — 4fj 


April 1975 
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M ODFLM ARK 8 mighell avenue, redbridge, ilford, essex 

wm mm mm ■ ■ Brn TELEPHONE: 01-556 7665 Monday to Friday 


KITS AT BUDGET PRICES 


1/48 Scale Fighters 

Hayate (Frank) £1.30 

Harrier £1.89 

Hughes Cayuse 85p 

1/72 Scale Fighters 

Zero . . . Shoki . . . Raiden ... Ha) 


A6M2 (Rufe) £1.55 Raiden (Jack) £1.55 

A6M2 type 21 £1.25 Buffalo F2A2 £1.55 


. Shinden all 43p each or £2.10 for all five. 


1/100 Scale Fighters 

MIG19 . . . Skyhawk . . . Lightning . . . Mirage . . . Fiat G91 . . . Starfighter . . . Draken 
Viggen . . . Intruder . . . F4E Phantom . . Buccaneer . . . F4K Phantom . 57p each. 

F105D Thunderchief . . . 72p. 

If more than five kits are ordered deduct Ip from the cost of each one. 


Fiat BR20 £1.40 

JU188 £1.50 

HS126 75p 


Caproni CA313 £1.40 

Cant Z501 £1.65 

LA5FN 50p 


F84F Th understreak 85p 

RF84F Thunderllash 85p 

Gotha G0242/244 £1.50 


F86 Sabre 

34p 

HASEGAWA 

F5 Freedom Fighter 

. 34p 

MIG21 

“7p 

Starfighter 

MIG17 

47p 

BAC Lightning 

. 47p 

Skyhawk 

47p 

47p 

A7 Corsair 

. 49p 

Thunderchief 

70p 

Intruder 

70p 

Super Sabre FI 00 

. 70p 

Voodoo 

70p 

Delta Dart 

70p 

Vigilante 

. 90p 

Delta Dagger 

90p 

Phantom F4E 

90p 

A37A Attack/Trainer 

. 47p 

Bell Huey 

47p 







Harrier 

50p 

Mohawk 0V1B 

50p 

Mentor T34 

50p 

Eagle F15A 

75p 

Mitsubishi MU2S 

. 75p 

Mitsubishi J 

75p 

Spitfire 

50p 

Razorback P47 

. 50p 

Mustang 

50p 







T33A 

34p 

Neptune 

. £1.40 

Heinkel HE51 

34p 

HE51 float 

50 p 

Seagull floatplane 

. 50p 

Emily 

£2.70 


1/48 Scale 

Wildcat 80p BF109E 80p Spitfire 80p 

Hurricane 80p Avenger £1.00 Dauntless £1.00 

Hellcat £1.00 Corsair £1.00 Thunderbolt £1.00 

Stuka £1.00 Typhoon £1.00 Airacobra £1.00 

Mosquito £1.50 D0335 Arrow £1.60 Devastator £1.80 

Trojan 80p Mustang P5 IB 80p Black Widow £3.75 

1/72 Scale 

F15 Eagle £1.60 Tomcat FI 4A £1.60 Albatross HU16 £1.20 

ME110 80p Twin Mustang £1.50 Catalina £1.00 

Sky raider 85d Huey Gunships £1.20 D017Z £1.25 

PLUS WE STILL HAVE A FEW BOEING B52D KITS AT THE REDUCED PRICE OF £6.00. PLEASE ADD 32p 

POSTAGE TO THIS KIT 


MONOGRAM 


EIDAI 

Aerosabaru FA200 V35B Bonanza Cessna 172 Floatplane 

Super Skymaster Skyhawk Cessna 02A F.A.C. 

Only 28p each or 27p if all six kits ordered together . . all 1/72. 


1/48 Scale 

Northrop F5B 90p 

Mirage 11 1C £1.15 

Intruder A6A £2.10 

FW190D £1.10 

UHlDHuey 95p 

Grumman Hawkeye in 1/72 scale . . 


Northrop F5A 90p Mirage 1 1 1 R £1.15 

Skyhawk A4E 90p Skyhawk TA4F 90p 

F4E Phantom £2.70 FW190A £1.10 

Alouette 1 1 95p AH1G Cobra 95p 


1/48 Scale Fighters and Veterans 


LIFELIKE (PYRO) 


1911 Boxkite 80p 1911 Triplane 80p Bristol Bulldog 80p 

Hawker Fury 80p 


AIRBRUSHES 

We are mam stockists of Badger Airbrushes, compressors and spare parts 

Set 1 . . . 250 Airbrush, 2 paint jars and power pack connector £5.56 

Set 2 . 250 Airbrush. 5 paint jars, power pack and connector £7.00 

Set 3 . . 200 Airbrush. 4 paint jars, power pack and connector £21.50 

Set 4 , . . 100XF Airbrush and colour cup £25.00 


Spares 

20 ounce Air Can £1.40 

Please add 20p postage to above. 

Spare Paint Jars 20p 

Jar Gaskets, set of three 26p 

ON/OFF Valve replacement £1.20 

10 foot Air Hose £2.35 

6 foot Air Hose £1.80 

Teflon paint tubes 10p 


Air Regulator 

Simply screw Ihis into the top of the air can to halve 
the spraying pressure and double the life of the 
can £3.00 

Compressor 

No more air cans and no more reducing pressure 
Fully portable, mains electric, simplicity to use and 
A FANTASTIC INVESTMENT £39.00 post free. 


MICRO SCALE SALE 

The following sheets only are offered 
at only 60 p whilst stocks last. 

72-13 U.S. Blue white insignia 39-45 
72-121 U S. 8th Air Force Mustangs 
72-124 U.S.N. Corsairs and Hellcats 

72-125 U.S.N. PBY Catalinas 

72-126 U.S.A. F100 Super Sabres 

72-127 Martin BIO Turkey, Holland, U.S.A. 

72-129 B25 Mitchell U.S.A.F. 

32-21 U.S.A. F. F86 Sabre Korean Aces 
32-29 U.S. Army Helicopters 

32-32 Spitfire Aces of the R.A.F. 


SPECIAL OFFERS 

Whilst stocks last, please do not forget to 
add postage 

Tamiya M23 McLaren 1/12 £4.75 

Monogram Lee or Grant £2.00 

Matz Colt 45 1/1 scale £2.35 

Entex Super Guppy £2.75 

Matz Colt 32 3/5 scale 60p 

Matz Browning 3/5 scale 60p 

Bagged Frog A7 Corsair 37p 

Micro Thinner 40p 


HUMBROL GLUE 

Buy your glue in bulk. Six tubes of Humbrol poly- 
styrene cement cost only 50p from us, plus 
postage. 


PLASTIC ROD AND STRIP SETS 

1 mm white rod packs I7p 

75 mm white rod packs I7p 

5 mm x 1 mm strip pack 28p 

5 mm x 1.5 mm strip pack 28p 


FUJIMI SETS 

1/72 scale injection moulded 

01 German Infantry 60p 

D2 88 mm Flak 18 60p 

D3 US Infantry 60p 

D4 Tent, sandbags etc 60p 

D5 Watch Tower etc 60p 

U6 German infantry with gas-masks 60p 

D7 British Infantry 60p 


LUFTWAFFE FIGURES 

Each set contains 30 figures in a large variety of 
poses and in different uniform styles, with full colour- 
ing instructions and base only 60 p 


MODELMARK DECALS 

Whilst stocks last we are offering all of the Model- 
mark decal sheets as a set at the reduced price of 

75p. 

Comprises: 

(1) BI109. BI110. Me262. 

(2) A6A, F102A, FW190 — the Black birds. 

(3) P51D. P51B. P47D 

(4| Three P47s of US 56th F.G. 

(5) Fill. T33. F102, AH1G. 


QUICKSAND 

A foam lined sanding block with its four faces covered 
with fine and medium grades. Can be washed out 
and used over and over again. Ideal for sanding 
the edges of vac-forms Only 30p 


POSTAL CHARGES (UK) 

Orders up to £1 15o 

Over £1 up to £2 25p 

Over £2 up to £3 30p 

Over £3 up to £4 40p 

Over £4 up to £6 45p 

Over £6 Post Free 

Goods are offered at prices ruling on date of order 
and subject to availability. S.A.E with all enquiries 
please 

OVERSEAS — Send 2 Postal Reply Coupons for pro- 
forma Invoice of goods and postal charges 


450 


AIRFIX magazine 


MODELMARK 


8 MIGHELL AVENUE, REDBRIDGE, ILFORD, ESSEX 

TELEPHONE: 01-556 7665 Monday to Friday 




CONTRAIL 

1/72 vac-form kits with excellent drawings and construction plans 

Welkin 75p Bombay 

JU390 £1.70 Harrow 

Hendon £1.10 Lincoln 

Overstrand 95p WACO CG4 

Horsa 85p Coronado 


Bombay £1.05 JU290 £1.60 

Harrow 95p Heyford £1.06 

Lincoln £1.28 Commando £1.45 


WACO CG13A 
B36D 


Plus the latest flying boats 

Stranraer £1.45 London £1.45 Perth £1.65 

Iris £1.65 Southampton £1.45 Scapa £1.45 


AIR CONVERSION 

1/72 scale injection moulded conversion sets 

1 Hunter T7, canopy, spine and nose 55p 

2 Harrier T2, canopy, nose and tail 60p 

3 Phantom RF4B/C/E. clear photo nose 60p 

4 Sea King radome and windows 20p 

5 Mosquito and Beaufighter thimble noses 20p 

6 NEW — Canberra TT and trainer pointed nose 40p 

7 NEW — HH3F Pelican USCG, radome and windows 30p 


GREEN STUFF 

America’s renowned body putty. Will not crack, 
crumble or shrink and dries within 30 minutes to a 
hard surface ready for filing. 50p per tube. 


RUB N' BUFF 

The time-honoured metallic finish for all surfaces. 
A large tube will finish twenty or so 1/72 scale 
aircraft 70p 


NEEDLE FILES 

Finest British needle files with clog free cutting 
pattern. Sets of 4 shapes: Flat, Half Round, Triangle, 
Oval Only £1.20 


MIG 15 

The Mig 15 in 1/32 scale complete with Micro Scale 
decals. This vac -form in 1/32 scale is really superb. 
Contents include all parts required to complete a 
first class model with 1/32 size drawings, multi- 
page illustrated instruction sheet and Russian and 
North Korean decals by Micro Scale. Only a few 
of these have been made Only £4.50 


138 Vought Flapjack 70p 

154 Douglas Skynight £1.00 

175 B66 Destroyer £1.70 

162 Lockheed Jetstar £1.20 

206 Cl 23 Provider £3.50 

151 Convair Pogo 95p 


160 SBC Helldiver 95p 

205 Grumman Tracer £1.70 

192 Heinkel HE46 £1.00 

161 AJ1 Savage £2.35 

182 Junkers JU287 £2.35 

183 Convair Sea Dart £1.20 


MODAKIT 

1/72 scale vac-form diorama buildings 

1 Nissen Hut 35p 2 Control Tower 78p 

3 Blister Hangar £1.05 


50p per sheet LETRASET DECALS 50p per sheet 

Rub Down type of decal that needs no soaking and that leaves no film whatever 
Ml Luftwaffe squadron code letters and numbers 1939-45. White. 

M2 Luftwaffe squadron code letters and numbers 1939-45. Black, 

M3 Luftwaffe Swastikas 1939-45. 

M4 Luftwaffe under wing and fuselage crosses 1939-45. 

M5 Luftwaffe under wing and fuselage crosses 1939-45. 

M6 Luftwaffe under wing and fuselage crosses 1939-45. (Simplified design). 

M7 Luftwaffe upper wing crosses 1939-45. (Simplified design). 

M8 Luftwaffe rank and squadron markings 1939-45. Kill markings. Squadron insignia. 

M9 Royal Air Force upper wing and fuselage B’ type roundels 1923-47. 

M10 Royal Air Force Fuselage C' type roundels, 'C type roundels for under wing and fin flashes 1942-47. 

Mil Royal Air Force 'A' 1 type roundels 1937-42, ‘A’ type roundels 1915-42 and fin flashes December 1940-42. 
M12 Royal Air Force Prototype Kill and Squadron markings 1939-45. 

M13 Dark Red) Royal Air Force squadron code letters and serial markings 1939-45. 

M14 Red and Light Grey) Royal Air Force code letters 1939-45. 

M15 Sky Type 'S’ Light Grey) Royal Air Force squadron code letters 1939-45. 

Ml 6 Black) Royal Air Force squadron code letters and serial markings 1939-45. 

M17 Italian Air Force Upper and Lower fasces 1938-45. 

M18 Italian Air Force Squadriglia, stormo and gruppe markings 1938-43. 

M19 Italian Air Force code numbers red. black and white 1938-43. 

M20 Luftwaffe code numbers and letters, red 1939-45. 

M21 U.S.A.F. code letters and numbers, black and white 1941-45. Fighters 1/72 scale. Black. 

M22 U.S.A.F. National insignia. 

M23 U.S.A.F. markings for P-47. P-51. 1/48 scale 1941-45. 

M24 U.S.A.F. markings for P-47, P-51, P-38, 1/48 scale 1941-45. 

M25 Composite sheet. Luftwaffe under wing, fuselage and upper wing crosses. 1939-45. 70 impressions. 

M26 Luftwaffe under winq and fuselage crosses 1939-45. Large size. 

M27 Russian Air Force 1939-45, red, yellow and white numerals. 

M28 Russian Air Force 1939-45 stars, kill markings and guards insignias. 

M29 Luftwaffe 1939-45 squadron code letters and numbers, yellow and black. 

M30 Luftwaffe 1939-45 squadron code letters and numbers, yellow and black. 42 meter. 

M31 Canadian Armed Forces Maple Leaf roundels, two styles. 

M32 Canadian Armed Forces Maple Leaf roundels, two styles. 

M33 Canadian Armed Forces Buzz numbers and C.A.F. letters. 

M34 Canadian Armed Forces R. C.A.F. lettering, rescue arrows, ejector seat, triangles, etc. 

M35 U.S. Air Force national insignia (Navy). 

M36 Luftwaffe Night Fighter markings. 

M37 Luftwaffe squadron code letters and numbers. Green. 

M38 Luftwaffe Staffel and Gruppe markings. 1939-45. 

M39 Luftwaffe squadron code letters and stencil markings 1939-45. 

M40 Finnish Air Force national insignia. 

M41 Finnish Air Force unit insignia and serial numbers. 

M42 Finnish Air Force squadron codes. 

M43 Italian Co-Belligerent Air Force including — Fuselage Fasces. Roundels, Fin Flashes and Yellow squares. 
M44 Japanese Air Force Hinomaru, Propellor stripes, data plates, kill markings and centre-line markings. 

M45 Japanese Air Force Hinomaru, Warning stripes and stencil markings. 

M46 Japanese Air Force Sentai and Carrier Markings (White). 

M47 Japanese Air Force Sentai and Carrier Markings (Black). 


ARALDITE RAPID 

Ideal for vac form kits. One of the world's toughest 
adhesives . . . sets in 30 minutes. 40p per set 


PLASTICARD 

Budget price sets containing one sheet each of 10, 
15, 20, 30 and 40 thou white plasticard . . . only 

45p. 

Clear sheet . . . 20p or six for £1.00. 

LIQU-A-PLATE 

The best metallic finish available in the world. 
Onlv to be used with Airbrush. Five colours: 
Aluminium, Bronze. Titanium, Dark Anodic Gray and 
Sealer 75p per jar 


SCALPELS 

Disposable surgical scalpels lip each 


BARG BOOKS 

AEW Skyraider £1.40 

Wyvern £1.00 

Superb books, with excellent photographs and col- 
our details. 


DATA PLAN 

Hawker WOODCOCK monograph 
Bristol BULLDOG monograph . . . 


Bristol BULLDOG monograph 55p 

Short STIRLING monograph 80p 

POST FREE IF ALL THREE ORDERED. 


KOOKABURRA BOOKS 

We are pleased to announce that we are now solely 
handling the entire range in the UK. Each book con- 
tains excellent drawings and lull colour camouflage 
spreads. 

ME262 part 1 RAAF Spitfires part 1 

ME262 part 2 RAAF Spitfires part 2 

P47 part 1 Warplanes of the RAAF 

P47 part 2 Battle of Britain a/c. 

Hurricane Markings of USAF Aces 

Whirlwind Markings of USAF Aces No 2 

Lightning Markings of USN Aces 

FW190 part 1 Markings of USN Aces No 2 

FW190 part 2 Wirraway & Boomerang 

Price = 80p each' 

Plus the big case bound ‘Aircraft of the RAAF', 
details every aircraft that has served with the RAAF, 
with hundreds of colour pics and side views. 

Only £4.50 post free. 

Plus ' Luftwaffe Camouflage and Markings vot 
1 The first of a three part volume. A superb book with 
193 photos, 28 pages of colour etc., etc. 

Only £5.00 post free. 


DULL RED CODES 

We still have a limited quantity of the De-Frey Bomber 
Command red code decals at the special pnce of only 
25p post free for two. 
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Visit yourmodel 
store and see 
them in colour. 

A black and white ad. like this doesn’t do much 
justice to our new range of enamels. 

In fact the only colours we could possibly show 
you are Newcastle United’s. 

But take our word for it, these enamels really are 
something special. Twelve gloss, eleven matt, and a 
thinner. Smooth-flowing, non-toxic and packed in 
tough screw-top bottles. Easy open. Easy close. 

The colours are cross-indexed with other peoples’ 
paints too. And on our latest kit boxes we’re showing 
a special colour guide to help you pick the right ones. 

More important, Revell Enamels are fully mixable. 
Which means that when you want an ex-directory 
blend - as enthusiasts often do! - you can dial it your- 
self. Pick up the Revell enamel leaflet/mix guide at 
your local store. Or write to us. For wood, glass, metal, 
ceramics, and all kinds of plastic modelling. 

9= ENAMELS 


Titan Oustcovers 

thermoformed in lightweight 
crystal-clear plastic 


| Stocked by all the best model shops | 

1 

Send S.A.E. now tor brochure | 


De-luxe 

P&P 


Sizes available 

Price 

Extra 

Suitable for 

26" x 6" x 7" high 

£2.64 

30p 

Ships 

18" x 7- x 9" high 

£1.85 

27p 

Large Tanks 

13" x 6" x 5" high 

99p 

27p 

Cars 

18" x 7" x 6" high 

£1.49 

27p 

Aircraft 

6" x 6" x 2 '/ 2 " high 

43p 

12p 

Militaire 

18" x 18" x 5’/z" high 

£2.38 

30p 

(foot and mounted) 

5%" dia. x 5%" high 

50p 

12p 

Dioramas, etc., etc. 

6" x 3” x 2'/2" high 

36p 

12p 

Aircraft, Dioramas, etc. 

1 TITAN MANUFACTURING CO. Tei 01-5743173 

24/26 HIGH STREET • SOUTHALL 

• MIDDX. • ENGLAND 


Revell (GB) Limited, Cranborne Road, 
Potters Bar, Herts. Tel: Potters Bar 58261 


HEROICS FIGURES 
1 /300th scale AFVs 

British Armour at lOp: Chieftain. Centurion AVRE, Abbot; at 8p: Scor- 
pion, Fox, Saladin, FV432 APC, FV438 Swingfire Launcher, Ferret. US 
Armour at lOp: M60A1, M60A2, M728 Combat Engineer Vehicle, M551 
Sheridan; at 8p: M113 APC, M114 Reconnaissance Vehicle, Lynx. 
Russian Armour at 1 0p: T62, T55, T55 with dozer, T10M heavy tank; at 
8p: BMP-76, PT-76, BTR-60, BTR-40, BRDM Reconnaissance vehicle. 
Also at lOp: Swedish S-tank, and at 8p: M3 Vi-track. Post & packing; 10% 
in £, minimum lOp, over £5 post free. Overseas airmail 30% in £, seamail 
15% in £. 

Send for lists of our micro-people: 1/300th scale accurate figurines: 
Napoleonics, Ancients, ACW, WW2 and modern. 20p brings list and 
sample figurines. 

Overseas trade invited 

HEROICS FIGURES 

22 MOWBRAY COURT, MOWBRAY ROAD, LONDON SE19 2RL 




JONES BROS. 


OF CHISWICK 

MAIL ORDER SPECIALISTS 

SPECIAL SALE OFFER 


FROG KITS 


Fokker D21 

20p 

Lysander 

20p 

Typhoon 

20p 

Kittyhawk 

20p 

Barracuda 

25p 

Gannet 

25p 

Swordfish 

25p 

Maryland 

35p 

Mitchel 

43p 

Post and Packing lOp 


All kits offered subject to stocks available 

56-62 Turnham Green Terrace, Chiswick, 

Tel. 01-994 0858 LONDON, W4 

Est. 1911 

Closed all-day Thursday 
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RULES 


We produce the most adaptable rules on the market. If you 
wish, you can add or deduct factors to take account of particu- 
lar characteristics you think should be brought in, or for a 
special battle, or even personal fancies (you have to have 
opponents who agree with you of course), without damaging 
the basic logic. 

ANCIENT 1000 B.C. - 1000 A.D. — Used all over the world. 
Price 95 p UK. USA Surface $2.60. Air $3.90. 

1750 - 1850 — Including Napoleonic. 

1925 - 1975 — INFANTRY PLATOON ACTION — For 20 or 50 
mm Figures. Both these 55p each UK. USA Surface $2.00. Air 
$2.50. 

ARMOUR/INFANTRY — Two sets, covering 1925- 1950 and 
1950 - 1975. Specially recommended for 1/300 scale AFVs etc. 
Prices: 1925-50 — 95p UK. USA Surface $2.60. Air $3.90. 

1950 - 75: £1 .05 UK. USA Surface $2.60. Air $4.20. 
ANCIENT NAVAL — 1000 B.C. - 500 A.D. — For small scale 
ships. Price 65p UK. USA Surface $2.20. Air $2.60. 

We also produce reference books on Ancient Armies and our 
first two games — Decline & Fall and Seastrike. 

Send an S.A.E. for our full list. 

All obtainable from the better Model and Hobby Shops or 
direct from: 

WARGAMES RESEARCH GROUP 

75 Ardingly Drive, Goring-by-Sea, Sussex 


BELLONA 


BATTLECAME - LANDSCAPE - 
DIORAMA PIECES in 20/2Smm SCALE 


D1 - 1914-1918 Trench System 
D2 — Men in Road 
D3 - The Redan 
D4 - Twin 88mm Gun Position 
D5 - Fighter Dispersal Bay 
D6 - 75mm A/T Strong Point 
D7 — Ambush 

D8 - Fortified Beach Position 
D9 - The Ravine 
DIO - Roman Marching Fort 
D1 1 - Three Nissen Huts 
D12 - Ancient Hill Fort 
D13 - ACW Log Fort 
Above items 66p etch me. vet. 



$ MM 


NEW! 


D14 - BRITISH CIVIL WAR 
STAR FORT - 66p 


- British Artillery Position & Mortar Pit 

- German Artillery and Self-propelled 
Gun Position 

Two Bunkers plus one in ruins 
Seven Emplacements 
WW1 German Trench System 
Circular Emplacements ILge & Sml| 

- Two Cottages in rums 

- British Pillbox and Dug-out 

- Encampment of 12 Bivouacs 

- Tank Traps 15 double rows of 61 

- German Pillbox and MG Position 
i - Two Revetted Earthworks 

Above items price 2 


- War Game Bridge (2 bridges • one 
destroyed plus planking) 

- Nissan Hut in natural setting 

- Six Lengths of Walling 4" long 

- Three Lengths Stone Walling 9V’ long 

- River Bridge • three span 

- River Bridge 8" long / 2” wide road 

- Culvert Bridge & 3 lengths walling 

■ River Section Straight 

■ River Section Curved 

Stream Section Straight <2 lengths) 

• Stream Section Curved (2 lengths) 

• River Bridge m rum* 


MD1 - Micro-Warfare Set 
MD2 - Long Stop Hill IDesertl 
MD3 - Crossing of the Meuse 


1/285 1/300 SCALE SERIES 

ML! - Straight & Curved sections - Streams, Tracks 

ML2 - Straight River & Road Sections 

ML3 - Five alternative curved sections for Road & River 


NEW! NEW! NEW! 1/200 scale semes DM1 - Warfare & Building Set 
BELLONA BOOKLET - 16p me. postage 


IX MICRO-MOLD 


12 UNIFAX WOOOS WAY CORING BY SEA SUSSEX Tel WORTHING 46999 


LESLIE BOWLER OF NEW CROSS 

MODEL STOCKIST 


TRY US FOR MOTORCYCLES 

PROTAR 1/9 Scale 

MZ250 1SDT Model £3.85 

MONTESSA "247" Cola Trails £3.85 

JAWA Speedway C3.85 

KREIDLtR 50 Racer £4.30 

MANX NORTON 500 with or without Fairing £3.85 

FULL RANGE STOCkED. AS AVAILABLE. TRY US! 

ESCI Military Bikes 1/9 Scale 

B.M.W. R75 with sidecar £4 99 

HARLEY DAVIDSON VV L A. 45 £499 

ZUNDAPP KS750 with sidecar £4.99 

B M W. R75 A1 Solo £4.99 

TAMIYA 1/6 Scale 

HONDA C.B. 750 £9.99 

HONDA C.B. 750 Racer £9.99 

HONDA C.B. 750 Police £9.99 

B M W. R75 750 cc £9.99 

B M W. R75 Polizei £11.50 

B M W R90/S £10.50 

REVELL 1/8 Scale 

HARLEY DAVIDSON Police bike £3.95 

HARLEY DAVIDSON Electra Glide £3.95 

TRIUMPH Drag Bike £3.25 

HARLEY LA Street Chopper £3.95 

NEW RIKO 1/8 Scale 

HONDA ELSINORE MT 250 Moto Cross £3.95 

MANY OTHER MOTORCYCLES STOCKED in various scales 
1/35, 1/12. 1/8. 1/9, 1/6 etc. 


TRY US FOR MILITARY VEHICLES 

ESCI 1/72 Only 55p 

8001 PzKpFW III 8002 HANOMAG 8003 PzKpFW II 

8004 WESPE 8010 MARDER III 8011 HETZER 

TAMIYA 1/35 

M 3 LEE Mark 1 £1.65 

M.3 GRANT Mark 1 £1.65 

STUART M.3 £1.20 

FORD G.P.A. Jeep £1.20 

QUAD Gun Tractor £1.75 

With 25 Pdr £2.85 

CARRO ARMATO Ml 3/40 £1.60 

Ml 13 Personal Carrier £2.50 

KETTENKRAFTRAD £1,20 

8 WHEEL ARMOURED CAR SdKfz 232 £2.99 

1/25 Scale 

CENTURION Mk III RC or INTERIOR DETAIL £10.99 

SU 100 Motorised £5.60 

RC £6.99 

T34 Type 85 Motorised £5.60 

RC £6.99 

PANZERKAMPFWAGEN V PANTHER Motorised £6.99 

RC £8.50 

ITALAERI 1/35 

OPEL BLITZ Truck £1.60 

TIGER P ELEFANT £3.20 

Postage. Up to £1.00 please add 15p. Up to £2.00 add 20p. Up to £3.00 
add 25p. Up to £5.00 add 35p. Over £5.00 postage FREE. 

JUST A SMALL SELECTION OF OUR MILITARY KITS. 

LARGE STOCKS OF TAMIYA ALWAYS IN STOCK. 

CALL IN. PERSONAL CALLERS WELCOME or TRY OUR FAST POSTAL 
DESPATCH SERVICE. 


LESLIE BOWLER LIMITED 


126 NEW CROSS ROAD, LONDON S.E.14 Tel. 01 732 6843 
Ample parking space 
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JOY 
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quality products for 

Sticking, Staining 
Polishing, Painting 


See in the dark with JOY Luminous Paint. UtM.Nou 
Ideal for use on skeletons, toys, models, 
novelties, light switches, door numbers, M 
paper, cardboard, and materials etc. 

Light active but not radio active. Outfits contain Base 
Re flect ing Coat and Top Luminous Coat. Green shade only. SSf9| 

gffii is a registered trade mark of TURNBR1DGES LTD., LONDON, S.W.17. "^^1 
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Peter F. Guiver 



WHEN, IN 1970, _ Beagle Aircraft Ltd 
succumbed to financial difficulties, the 
future of their promising new military 
trainer, the Bulldog, looked bleak despite 
an order for 58 for the Royal Swedish Air 
Force. Fortunately the design was saved 
from oblivion by Scottish Aviation Ltd, who 
took over the project and set up a new pro- 
duction line at their Prestwick factory. This 
move has certainly paid off as the order 
book at the time of writing stands at 260. 

The original Beagle-built first prototype, 
which made its maiden flight on May 19 
1969, was joined in 1971 by the first Scot- 
tish-built definitive aircraft, G-AXIG, which 
served as a pre-production prototype and 
demonstrator. 

The first deliveries to Sweden were made 
in July 1971, and production then built up as 
further export orders were confirmed from 


the air forces of Kenya (five), Malaysia (15), 
and an additional contract from Sweden for 
20 Bulldogs to be used by the Royal 
Swedish Army. These latter aircraft can 
carry two wire-guided anti-tank missiles on 
wing-tip mountings. 

Thus far, all the aircraft had been of the 
Series 100, but in 1972 the RAF placed an 
order for 132 Bulldogs, these being of the 
new Series 120. This version has greater 
structural strength to permit full aerobatics 
at higher weights, and can carry a wider 
range of instruments. 

Power comes from an Avco-Lycoming 
IO-360-A1 B6 four-cylinder engine of 200 hp, 
driving a Hartzell two-blade propeller of 
187.9 cm/6 feet 2 inch diameter. All Bull- 
dogs now produced are of the Series 1 20, at 
the rate of seven aircraft per month. 

Following the RAF order, further sales 



Close-up of a Bulldog instrument panel 
(MoD). 


have been made to Ghana for six Model 
122s, Nigeria (20 Model 123s), and the first 
civil sale to the Royal Jordanian Academy of 
Aeronautics for five Model 125s. 

Unlike the RAF aircraft, Bulldogs for 
export are finish painted at Prestwick prior 
to delivery. Due to various legal, diplomatic 
and insurance requirements, some of the 
aircraft for overseas customers have carried 
British civil registrations for test and ferry 
flights, ie Sweden, Nigeria and Jordan; 
these customers receiving their machines 
direct by air. The Malaysian and Ghanaian 
aircraft were sent by sea whilst the Kenyan 
Bulldogs were air-freighted in a Canadair 
CL-44 of Cargolux. 

The first aircraft for the RAF, XX51 3, made 
its maiden flight on January 30 1973 and 
was delivered to the Aeroplane and Arma- 
ment Experimental Establishment at Bos- 
combe Down the following month for trials, 
being joined by XX514 in March. 

Production for the RAF then gathered 
pace, the aircraft being flown unpainted to 
RAF Little Rissington. From there they were 
then delivered to No 5 MU Kemble for final 
painting, followed by despatch to the 
various units. 

The Central Flying School at Little Ris- 
sington received a small batch of Bulldogs 
in April, and the first of 20 aircraft for No 2 


Above and below two views of the RAF's third production Bulldog XX515, in standard Train- 
ing Command colours. Note the CFS badge aft of the roundel (MoD). This is the actual aircraft 
to be featured in the forthcoming Airfix kit. 
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Flying Training School at RAF Church Fen- 
ton was in use by June. 

Replacing the long-serving Chipmunk, 
this re-equipment programme then turned 
to the University Air Squadrons, London 
UAS at RAF Abingdon being the first reci- 
pient in October, followed by South- 
ampton UAS at Hamble in December, and 
Glasgow UAS at Abbotsinch in March 1974. 
Since then the UASs of Queens (Belfast), 
Manchester, Yorkshire, Northumbria, and 
Wales have received Bulldogs, and this will 
continue with the other UASs in 1975. In the 
second half of 1974 No 2 FTS formed an 
aerobatic team called 'The Bulldogs', using 
two aircraft. 

After approximately 60 Bulldogs had been 
delivered via the Little Rissington-Kemble 
route, new RAF aircraft were flown initially 
to Church Fenton, thence on to Kemble for 
painting. However, with the recent closure 
of Church Fenton, new deliveries now route 
via RAF Leeming to Kemble, and some 90 
RAF aircraft have been supplied to date. No 
2 FTS Bulldogs have also moved to 
Leeming. 

Further developments to the Bulldog 
design are under investigation, including 
the addition of four underwing hardpoints 
carrying total loads of up to 290 kg/640 lb. 
Also projected is the Bulldog Series 200 
which is planned to feature a retractable 
undercarriage, seating for four and other 
refinements. 

I wish to thank Mr C. Merritt of Scottish 
Aviation Ltd for his kind help in compiling 
this article. n 



Top Royal Malaysian Air Force Bulldog in white with dark blue cheat line and orange dayglo 
fin and wing tips. Fin flash is blue (front), black and yellow. National markings are yellow star 
on blue square with black border. Above the Kenyan Bulldogs with red and white fuselages 
and grey wings. Roundels are black (outer), white, red, white, green (centre). Fin flash is black 
(front), red, green. Below three of the Nigerian Air Force Bulldogs, which are light grey overall 
with red lower engine cowlings, wing tips and rudders (Scottish Aviation Ltd). 
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AIRFIX NEW MODELS FILE 

A 


ROMMEL’S HALF-TRACK 



Date of 
origin: 


firm of Demag. The 250's carried a crew 
of six and a main armament of two heavy 
machine guns. With the 250/3 version, 
accommodation was reduced to four to 
make room'for the radio equipment. 


we 


jaK 


sm- 


Technical Details 


Make/Model: DemagSdKfz 
250/3 


Engine: 


6 cylinder 
4.17 lit 
Maybach. 


Top Speed: 37mph 

(cross-country) 

Fuel 

capacity: 31 gallons. 

Range: 186 miles. 

Armament: Two heavy 

machine guns. 


In the Western Desert battles of 
1941-43 the Germans came near to 
victory due to the tactical skill of their 
commander; Field Marshall Erwin 
Rommel. Rommel frequently directed 
operations from just behind the front line, 
his armoured radio command car 
becoming a familiar sight to the German 
troops. 

‘Greif (Strike), as he named the 
vehicle, was a standard SdKfz. 250/3 
semi-tracked reconnaissance car. 

The SdKfz.250 series of armoured 
vehicles was desipnerl and hnilt hvthe 


No less than 14 different models of 
the basic 250 were produced including 
supply and cable laying vehicles, anti-tank 
and self-propelled guns and observation 
cars. The engine had seven forward and 
three reverse gears giving it a respectable 


cross-country speed of 37 mph. 

The Airfix 'Greif reproduces a multi- 
tude of accessories and fine detail flexible 
tracks. 

For up-to-date news and details of 
Airfix models get the Airfix magazine, 
price 22p. 

Also available are a set of detailed 
Airfix Books. These give all the back- 
ground information to such models as 
the H MS Victory, Cutty Sark, Mayflower; 
Spitfire, Messerschmitt Bf 109, P-51 
Mustangand Hawker Hurricane. 


Rommel’s Half-Track 
32nd Scale Series 6. 

New to the world’s biggest range 
of construction kits. 


OUR HALF-TRACK IS ROMMEL'S GREIF. 





SHORT SKYVAN 


AIRFIX NEW MODELS FILE 




|rs %£Si 






The story of the Short Skyvan to date 
is one of reliability, ruggedness and steady 
sales. 105 Skyvans had been sold, by 
December 1974, to more than 35 
operators and the type seems assured of 
further orders. 

The prototype Skyvan made its first 
flight in January 1963. The Skyvan is 
purely functional in design, ugly in 
appearance, and hence affectionately 
known as the 'five ton budgie! 

Its large cabin can carry up to 19 
passengers plus baggage or 5,000 lbs of 
freight Olympic Airways operated two 
Skyvans on tourist services to and 
from the Greek islands. And amongst the 
eleven countries who use Skyvans 
for military purposes, the British-assisted 
Sultan of Oman’s Air Force have put the 
Skyvan through its greatest test, averaging 
2,000 sorties per month in temperatures 
ofl25°F. 

The Skyvan has carried loads as 
varied as goats and sheep, medical 
supplies, long-wheelbase Landrovers, and 
soldiers. Alternative markings are 


provided for a Skyvan in the SOAF livery 
or Olympic Airways and Airfix have put 
their customary attention to detail into 
producing this new addition to their own 
model airforce. 

For up-to-date news and details of 
Airfix models get the Airfix magazine, 
price 22p. 

Also available are a set of detailed 
Airfix Books. These give all the back- 
ground information to such models as 
the HMS Victory, Cutty Sark, Mayflower, 
Spitfire, Messerschmitt Bf 109, P-51 
Mustangand Hawker Hurricane. 


Short Skyvan 
72nd Scale Series 4. 

New to the world’s biggest range 
of construction kits. 


Technical Details 

Date of 
origin: 

1963. 

Engine: 

Garrett-Air 

Research 715s.h.p. 

Top Speed: 

201 mph. 

Service 

Ceiling: 

10,000 ft 

Range: 

306 miles (with 

4,000 lb payload). 

Wingspan: 

64 ft. 11" 

Length: 

40 ft IT 

Height: 

15 ft 1." 


FIVE TON BUDGIE GOING CHEAP. 







Peninsular War 
figure conversions 



Officer, British 95th Rifles 

by Martin Windrow and Gerry 

THE arrival OF Airfix's Rifleman kit opens 
up many conversion possibilities, and since 
this unit played such a prominent part in all 
the operations of the Peninsular War many 
modellers will wish to make dioramas 
featuring 'unconverted' Riflemen in small 
groups. The optional pairs of legs in the kit, 
and the alternative arm positions available 
in other kits in the 'Collectors Series', allow 
a number of simple but pleasing anima- 
tions. 

The figure can be painted as either a pri- 
vate soldier or an NCO. Rank chevrons were 
white trimmed with black, and worn on the 
right upper arm only: two for a corporal, 
and three for a sergeant. A sergeant 
requires the addition of a waist sash with 
hanging ends, knotted on the right hip and 
presumably worn under the waistbelt. This 
can be added from blobs of sculpted putty 
or from thin plastic card, without difficulty. 
Normally infantry sergeants' sashes were 
crimson with a central stripe of facing; it is 
perhaps worth mentioning that two of the 


I 
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Embleton 

few contemporary colour paintings of the 
Rifles show scarlet sashes with a black 
stripe, but this may be a case of artistic 
licence. 

One figure conspicuously missing from 
such dioramas, however, will be the Rifle 
officer. But as luck would have it, a suitable 
figure can be produced almost entirely from 
the parts of the British 10th Hussar kit, with 
the sole addition of a modified Rifleman's 
shako. (Reference for the dress of officers 
of this corps in the period 1808-15 is sparse 
and contradictory, and there seems to have 
been a good deal of licence. The uniform 
described below is taken from one of only 
two known contemporary watercolours 
from life, but there is still room for argu- 
ment.) 

First, the shako. File off the cords, and 
discard (to the spares box!) the peak sec- 
tion. Add a small, square, folding peak from 
plastic card, as in the accompanying draw- 
ing. Add the badge and cockade in the nor- 
mal manner. Officers' cords certainly var- 
ied, but we chose to follow the watercolour 
in adding green cords and tassels, as 
shown; they fasten at the left top of the 
shako, with two hanging tails. 

You could try bending moulded cords 
from the Coldstream Guardsman kit, or 
from Historex spares; knowing our limita- 
tions we used thick nylon thread. Satisfac- 
tory tassels can be produced by tying a tight 
knot, then cutting just below it and fraying 
out the ends. (Since the hussar's head and 
headgear are moulded in one piece we used 
the Rifleman’s head. Note that the hussar's 
collar is moulded in a piece with the head, 
and the Rifleman's isn't — so either trim the 
hussar's collar from his head and use it, or 
trim the Rifleman's collar from his jacket 
and use it.) 

Officers were normally clean-shaven, but 
in the Rifles moustaches seem to have been 
tolerated sometimes. 

The hussar's torso and arms can be used 
without modification, beyond filing down 
the dolman cuff detail — but retain the gen- 
eral pointed shape of the cuff. The barrel- 
sash should be turned into a conventional 
cloth waist-sash; this is simple, requiring 
only a few minutes' work with a rounded file 
to destroy the surface detail and to leave 
realistic 'ridges’ and 'valleys'. 

To simulate the tasselled 'whips' of the 
light infantry style sash worn by Rifle offi- 
cers we cemented a single length of thick 
nylon thread around the waist on top of the 
moulded sash. This should have a small 
knot tied into it on the right hip or there- 
abouts, with two hanging tails ending in tas- 
sels, either flying loose or hooked up to the 
thread again in the front — the hussar kit 


instructions clarify this latter effect, 
although the moulded whips supplied in the 
kit are too small. We used the cutting rather 
than the thrusting right arm, as more realis- 
tic in a foot figure, but a 'pointing and 
shouting' figure would be entirely feasible. 

The legs are the main problem. The 
officer wears cavalry-style overalls with 
leather reinforcement on the inside leg and 
an outer side-stripe. If you want a fairly pas- 
sive pose the legs from either the Rifleman, 
the Coldstreamer or the French Imperial 
Guard Grenadier would be easy to paint, 



British Rifles officer's cap and sabre 
scabbard — colour details as described in 
text. 


but all seem slightly smaller scale than the 
hussar moulding and would require some 
careful padding around the stomach area 
with body putty. 

We preferred to use the hussar's legs, 
broken at the knee and re-set in a position 
feasible for a running or scrambling man. 
The Scots Grey legs would do as well. The 
exact procedure depends on the preferred 
animation; we tried to get the effect of a 
man running, the left leg bent and the foot 
raised to clear an obstacle. The right leg 
was broken by sawing a small 'V' into the 
inside of the knee; breaking the leg out- 
wards (with care the two halves need not 
actually part); cementing firmly again at the 
knee with the leg absolutely straight when 
viewed from the front; and packing the hole, 
when dry, with putty. 

The left leg was broken backwards into a 
bent position by sawing a large ‘V’ out of the 
back of the knee; bending the leg until it 
broke; cementing in position; and building 
up the kneecap, when dry, with putty. The 
packing should be allowed to set overnight 
before careful filing into shape. 

The rest of the figure can be made up 
exactly as the hussar instructions, with the 
exception of the equipment. The waist-belt 
and sabre scabbard are as per the hussar 
kit, but the sabretache and its slings are 
omitted. Only a single pouch-belt is worn, 
and this should be modified slightly. A lions- 
head mask was worn by Rifle officers as a 
plate on the pouch-belt, above the heart; a 
small chain ran from this to a whistle fitted 
lower down the belt, in front of the lower 
right ribs, the chain hanging in a loop. For 
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these fittings we used the pouch-plate from 
a Coldstream kit for the mask, and a rectan- 
gular sliver of plastic card for the whistle, 
joining the two with a short length of 
silver-painted thread for the chain. 

Colours should be as follows: Shako — 
matt black with gloss black peak and cock- 
ade, silver buglehorn and button, green 
cords and tuft. Dolman — dark green with 
black collar and cuffs, black frogging on 
chest and piping on back, three rows silver 
buttons. A line of black piping follows the 
edge of the cuff — straight on the inside, 
pointed on the outside — about 1 mm above 
the cuff, developing into a simple trefoil 
knot above the point. Pelisse — dark green 
with black frogging on chest and piping on 
back and around cuff vents, three rows of 
silver buttons, brown fur trim. Overalls — 
grey with black side-stripes, leather cuffs, 
leather reinforcement up inside of legs and 
in crutch (see note below). Waist-sash — 
crimson. Waist-belt, pouch-belt, pouch — 
gloss black with silver fittings. Sabre — 
gold hilt, black grip, silver blade. Scabbard, 
slings — gloss black, gold fittings (see 
sketch). 

(Note: the leather reinforcement on the 
inside leg of the overalls often had a fancy 
'vandyked' or 'wolf-tooth' edge, but a 
straight edge is equally accurate. We find a 
good leather effect can be achieved by 
painting with matt brown, and overpainting 
when dry with Burnt Sienna drawing ink. 
Practice this first on an old model — the ink 
doesn’t behave like paint and tends to 
puddle, and this technique takes trouble. 
The results are worth the effort. The same 
technique is effective for painting the 
wooden parts of muskets.) 

It goes without saying that the figure — if 
finished in an athletic pose like this — 
should be mounted on a base with suitable 
scenery, including a rock or tree trunk for 
Hizzoner to jump over! A pleasant diorama 
could be made up with this figure and two 
or three Riflemen on a small scenic base, 
advancing and firing in heavy cover, with 
perhaps a French corpse for a stage prop? 
Further details of rifle units will be found in 
Military Dress of the Peninsular War under 
Fig 22, Plate 5; Fig 29, Plate 6; and Fig 74. 
Plate 15. □ 
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in the immediate post-war years, as units 
were run down to peace-time establish- 
ments, there were several occasions when 
the RAF were called in to assist in opera- 
tions by the Army. 

In 1919 there were RE8s co-operating 
with the Expeditionary Force in North Rus- 
sia, in India BEs of Nos 31 and 114 Squad- 
rons were engaged upon army co-operation 
work and bombing raids in a war with 
Afghanistan, and in Iraq there were opera- 
tions with RE8s against a rebel Arab chief 
on the Lower Euphrates and with Kurds in 
Southern Kurdistan. 

To replace the RE8s and AWFK8s used 
during the war, a new standard army co- 
operation aircraft was required. Before the 
war had ended Nos 9 and 1 2 Squadrons had 
received the Bristol Fighter, then the stan- 
dard fighter reconnaissance aircraft, for 
army co-operation duties. No 20 Squadron, 
which had flown Bristol Fighters since 1917, 
re-assembled in India and used this fighter 
for army co-operation work during the pro- 
tracted Waziristan punitive operations in 
India 1920-21. 

Standard Army co-op type 

A decision to maintain the Bristol Fighter 
in the army co-operation role during the 
mid-Twenties was influenced largely by the 
stocks available. A 1922 stocktaking 
showed 300 in service units, 227 in training 
units and over 500 in store — more than of 
any other aircraft type at that time. They 
were finished in khaki-green or chocolate- 
brown dopings of the late war years, but 
from 1923 the silvery finish of aluminium 
dope appertained and became standard 


from 1925 onwards. 

A new production standard, designated 
Mk II, was set by J6586, newly-built with 
desert equipment and a tropical engine 
cooling system. Wartime aircraft with seri- 
als in the earlier D, E, F and H ranges, built 
1917-19 (see Fighting Colours Part 11, May 
1973) that had survived were withdrawn 
from store and modified to the new stan- 
dard, while J6587-6800 were built new at 
Bristol, followed by J7616-7699 built up 
from sDares. 

At home only Nos 2 and 4 Squadrons, 
re-equipped with Bristol Fighters, had been 
retained in the Army co-op role, but in 1924 
this force wa3 doubled by raising two new 
squadrons with First World War Corps 
squadron numbers. On April 1 the Signal 
Co-operation Flight with four Bristol Fight- 
ers at Kenley was re-designated 'A' Flight of 
No 13 (Army Co-operation) Squadron; to 
which 'B' and 'C' Flights were added on May 
31 and October 1 respectively that same 
year. Similarly on April 1, the so-called 
Co-operation Squadron of the School of 
Army Co-operation was expanded on a 
three flight basis as No 16 (Army Co- 
operation) Squadron. 

These four squadrons, Nos 2, 4, 13 and 16 
were to remain for years the home army 
co-operation squadrons. By May 1925 the 
deployment of Bristol Fighters at home and 
overseas, in first line units, was as follows: 

Squadron Strength Location 

No 2 (AC) 3 Fits Manston, 

Kent 

No 4 (AC) 3 Fits Farnborough, 

Hants 







No 12 Squadron's aircraft No 4 of 'S’ Flight 
in Germany, 1919, bore the presentation 
name ‘Alresford Rural District', as shown, 
on the fuselage side below the gunner’s 
cockpit. 



Drawings by 
Peter G. Cooksley 




No 31 Squadron had the squadron number 
on the fin and a conspicuous individual 
letter on the fuselage side. India, 1928. 



No 208 Squadron used hearts, diamonds 
and clubs in court card colours as a flight 
marking in Egypt, 1927. 



I. .. - 1 Khaki-green 
1. .. . I Clear dope 



Natural 

wood 

Polished 

brass 


Squadron 

Strength 

Location 

No 5 (AC) 

3 Fits 

Kohat*, 

India 

No 6 (AC) 

3 Fits 

Mosul, Iraq 

No 13 (AC) 

3 Fits 

Andover, 

Hants 

No 14 (AC) 

2 Fits 

Ramleh, 

Palestine 

No 16 (AC) 

3 Fits 

Old Sarum, 
Wilts 

No 20 (AC) 

3 Fits 

Peshawar - , 

India 

No 24 (Comm) 

1 Fit 

Kenley, 

Surrey 

No 28 (AC) 

3 Fits 

Quetta - , India 

No 31 (AC) 

3 Fits 

Ambala, India 

No 208 (AC) 

3 Fits 

Moascar, 

Ismailia 

Aden Fit 

1 Fit 

Aden 

Night Flying 

Vi Fit 

Biggin Hill, 

Fit 


Kent 

’Now in Pakistan. 


On April 12 

1926, No 

22 Group was 


formed with Headquarters at Farnborough, 
and embraced the home squadrons (Nos 2, 
4, 13 and 16), and the Schools of Photo- 
graphy, Army Co-operation and Balloon 
Training. 

So satisfactory did the Bristol Fighters 
prove that a strengthened Mk III version was 
built instead of a new type for the late- 
Twenties. These were J8242-8291, built in 
1926, followed by J8429-8458 fitted with 
dual control as Mk lll(DC) to equip Flying 
Training Schools with advanced trainers. In 
1928 the Mk Ills were further strengthened, 
fitted with enlarged fins and Handley Page 
wing slots, to a new Mk IV standard. 

Distinguishing markings 

From December 1924, following the issue 
of an Air Ministry order on flight markings, 
wheel discs had been painted red, yellow or 
blue for A, B or C Flights respectively, but 
no overall marking to distinguish army 
co-operation aircraft was used, but most 
squadrons had their particular ways. 

No 2 Squadron identified its aircraft with 
two red fuselage bands aft of the roundel 
and used, from December 1924, the flight 
colour between the two bands. However, on 
January 31 1927, Sqn Ldr Sowrey DFC AFC, 
who had recently taken over the squadron, 
put up a request to Sir John Salmond, as 
C-in-C Air Defence Great Britain, for permis- 
sion to revert to the wartime triangle first 
displayed on their BE2cs in 1916. 

Permission given the following March led 
Sqn Ldr John C. Slessor MC to request that 
his No 4 Squadron be permitted to display 
their BE2c wartime marking of a black band 
around the fuselage of their Bristols, just 
forward of the roundel. This modest request 
was granted in November 1927. No 16 
Squadron, apparently without consulting 
higher command, used a black band around 
the rear fuselage of their Bristols. 

In India no set marking schemes pre- 
vailed. Nos 5 and 31 Squadrons for a period 
painted their unit number on their fins, and 
No 20 employed a black band, but there was 

Continued on page 464 
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YOUR INTERNATIONAL 
MODEL MAIL ORDER HOUSE 


Suppliers to the British and Overseas Governments 


WAR GAME RULES 


KING WHITE 
FIGURES 


GUARDHOUSE FIGURES 54 mm 


THE ARMIES OF NAPOLEON 

NAP I The Emperor Napoleon 
NAP 2 Old Guard Officer 
NAP 3 Old Guard Grenadier 
NAP 4 Guardsman — Horse Chasseu 
NAP 5 Hussar Trooper (Elite Co.) 

NAP 6 Light Infantry Officer ...... 

KN 4 

THE ARMIES OF WELLINGTON KN 5 

KN 6 

WEL I The Duki 

WEL 2 Line Infar 

WEL 3 Line Infar 

WEL 4 Highland 

WEL 5 Highland 

WEL 6 Light Infa 

WEL 7 Light Infa 

WEL 8 Rifle Brig 

WEL 9 Rifle Brig 

WEL 10 Scots Gr< 


Ancient 1000 BC to AD 1000. Now 
in third edition 

1750-1850 for use with 20, 25 and 
30mm figures, easily adapted for 
12^ and 15mm figures 
1925-1975 Infantry action. Based 
on the Infantry scale for 54mm 
figures eae 

1925-1950 Armour/Infantry. Has 
provisions for all aspects of 
tactical land action. For '20' 
figures and models 
Reference books 
Armies of the Macedonian & Punic 
Wars. Covers period 350-150 
BC 

Armies & Enemies of Imperial 
Rome 1 50BC-AD600 


IN KIT FORM WITH FULL 
ASSEMBLY AND PAINTING GUIDE. 
EASY TO FOLLOW 
KNIGHTS OF THE MIDDLE AGES 

KN I The Black Prince 

KN 2 The Dauphin of France 
KN 3 Nobleman in armour 1400 
Knight in armour 1400 
Knight in armour 1415 
. - Knight in Transitional armour 1330 
KN 7 Knight in Crccy armour 1345 
KN 8 Knight in Italian armour 1465 
KN 9 Knight in Gothic armour 1480 
KN 10 Crusader in surcoat 1200 
KN II Knight in Helm 1250 
KN 12 Knight in Crested Helm 1285 
KN 13 French Crossbowman 1340-1440 
KN 14 French Foot Soldier 1340-1440 
KN 15 English Foot Soldier 1340-1440 
ALL SOp PER KIT 


German Figures 

1 Infantryman, rifle slung 

2 Officer, peaked cap walking out dress 

3 Afrika Korps Infantryman, advancing, 

shorts 

4 Paratrooper, kneeling with small arms 

5 NCO Paratrooper, kneeling auso 

weapon 

6 Infantry Officer pointing 

7 Officer forage cap. pointing 

8 Afrika Korps Infantryman advancing 

9 N.C.O. at ease 

10 Afrika Korps Infantryman arm raised 

1 1 Afrika Korps Infantryman dispatch 

case 

12 Paratrooper at ease 

13 Paratrooper throwing grenade 
20 Paratrooper grenade stance 
British Figures 

15 Infantryman aiming bren 

16 Infantryman sten gun kneeling 

17 Lieutenant small arms 

18 Infantryman sten gun standing 

19 Infantryman grenade stance 

46p each 

Further British and U.S. figures 
available shortly. 


UNIMAT UNIVERSAL 
MINIATURES 


Unimat Universal Workshop Tool bit case containing 6 

698.00 assorted turning tools £8.5 

Extra equipment: Milling table with 2 clamp£6.0 

Flexible shaft £!6.C 

Drill chuck ±" £3.85 Thread cutting attachment 

Machine Vice li" width of £15.5 

iaws £7.70 Woodworking conversion set 

1 Centre drill, I countersink, £7.4 

2 grinding wheels, 2 gravers Set of 8 assorted milling and 

£11.66 drilling tools £5.7 

NEW ERTL 1/25 CONSTRUCTION KITS 

I.H. Transtar 4070 £4.31 Great Dane Flat Bed Trailer 

I.H. Transtar 4270 £4.31 £4.7 

I.H. 1466 Tractor £2.73 I.H. Payster 5000 Dump truck 

I. H. Wagon £1.85 £6.2 

J. D. 4430 Tractor £3.08 I.H. Plough £1.8 

J.D. Wagon £1.85 J.D. Plough £1.8 

M.F. 1 155 Tractor £3.23 I.H. Paystar £8.9 

M.F. Wagon £1.85 


AIRM0DEL NEW 

162 Heinkcl HE 46 £1.08 

206 Fairchild C-123 Provider 

£3.30 

192 Lockheed C-l40Jetstar 

92p 


MODEL COLOUR 


EXCEPTIONALLY REALISTIC 


AIRCRAFT 1939-46 

Set I 50p 

Earth - Saltc Gray Green 
Inter-gray - pale blue 
Middle stone 
Set 2 50p 

Sky Type 'S' - Trainer yellow 
Sea Grey - Dark Earth 
Extra Dark Sea Grey 
Set 3 60p 
Khaki earth - Green 
Chestnut Brown - Old drap 
Yellow - Light Interior green 
Set 4 30p 

Light stone - terra cotta 
Light green 
Set 5 50p 

Jungle green - pale grey 
Matt Aluminium - Navy violet 
Sky 

Set 6 50p 

Hellblau - R.L.M. Grau 
Gelb - Hollgrau 
Extraschwarzgrun 
Set 7 50p 

Gull grey - Neutral gray 
Green - Blue Gray 
Inter blue 


Set 9 SOp 

Grey white - Olive green 
Dark green - Gray (Navy) 
White (Navy) 


UNIFORM PERIODS 
WWI — WW2 & TODAY 


GROWING 

MONEY 

CARDS 


Set 15 80p 

French 1914-18 

Light blue - grey blue 

1939, Dark blue - khaki 

German Grey feldgrau 

Dark green - sand - blue gray 


Set 10 60p 
Black - white 

Red - Oxide Red Exhaust STK 
Blue Black Gun Metal 
Varnish matt for decals 


Set 16 60p 

US Khaki brown, Khaki green. 
Light Khaki 

UK Khaki, sand. RAF Blue 


AIRCRAFT 1914-18 
Set 1 1 SOp 
Earth - brown 

Vert - Cream Varnish (R.F.C.) 
Pale Gray 


Our “growing money" cards are a 
super way to save for the more expen- 
sive models, Birthday and Christmas 
presents. 

YOUR MONEY GROWS AS YOU SAVE 
so very, very rapidly with B. M.W. 
Details gladly on request. 


Set 17 SOp 

USSR Olive drab - dark green 
Japan Khaki brown, dark green 
Semi-gloss varnish 


Set 12 40p 

Pale Pink gray, Pale blue 
Dark green - violet 


NAPOLEONIC PERIOD 
UNIFORMS 


Set 13 60p 
White - Oversea blue 
Light wood - Mahoghany 
Black - yellow 


Please add 8% to all orders 
including cost of postage and 
packing except books. 


Set 18 60p 
Garance red - jonquille 
yellow - Empire green - 
celeste blue - 
dark gray - brown 


TANKS 1939-63 


POSTAGE 


PRICES STATED in this 
advertisement are as 
accurate as possible as 
we write same, but, prices 
are rising so fast, we can 
only supply from present 
stock. New stack must, 
regretfully, be at prices 
current on delivery to us. 


JET AIRCRAFT 1960-68 

Set 8 60p 

NATO Blue Grey, NATO Green 
NATO Sky Gray - Royal Navy 
blue 

Metal Aluminium - Identifica- 
tion orange 


MINIMUM charge I5p 
Orders up to £1.00 — I5p 
„ £1.00 to £2.00— 30p 
£2.00 to £3.00 — 40p 
£3.00 to £4.00— SOp 
,, £4.00 to £10.00— 60p 

„ over £10.00— FREE 


Set 19 80p 

i gloss black - dull black 
white - Chamoix - wood 
metal gray - copper gold 
light metal 


BMW MODELS, 327/329 HAYDONS ROAD, WIMBLEDON, LONDON, SW19 Telex 928374 01-540 7333/4 
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Above a tableau of the time. One of the 
post-war Bristol Fighters in wartime finish 
being started by a Hucks Starter, which was 
based on a Ford Model T chassis (modelling 
details in February 1973 issue) (MoD H67). 
Left not the cast of BBC TV's ‘It Ain’t 'art Hot 
Mum' but a tableau presented in the '60s to 
show air and ground crew dress of the '20s 
(MoD). Below left a late production Bristol 
Fighter with VIP rear cockpit into which the 
Prince of Wales (later King Edward VIII and 
Duke of Windsor) is seen climbing (port 
side). This machine bears the red/black/red 
chevron on the fin which distinguished No 
24 (Communication) Squadron. Photo 
taken at Mousehold, Norwich, 1928. 


little consistency over the long period Bris- 
tol Fighters were operated. Practically all, 
however, bore distinguishing individual let- 
ters, allotted within each squadron. 

Until March 17 1927, only Avro 504K/N 
aircraft had serials marked under the wings, 
but from that date it applied to all RAF air- 
craft and No 16 Squadron in complying had 
to give up their practice of marking '16' in 
black under the wings. Similarly, in accor- 
dance with general marking instructions, 
the Bristol Fighters remaining in service in 
the August-October 1 930 period had the order 
of their rudder stripes changed from blue, 
white and red from the rudder post, to the 
reverse way. 

While W/T signals were used and R/T was 
being introduced, a large amount of com- 
munication work depended on the physical 
writing and passing of messages. These 
messages were collected by the relatively 
primitive method of hanging them in a bag 
on a rope strung across two poles to raise it 
off the ground, so that it could be picked up 
by a hook lowered from beneath a Bristol 
Fighter. 

The observer replied to the ground by 
dropping messages in a message bag. 
These bags had functionally colourful 
streamers to ensure that they were seen 
dropping and could be picked out on the 
ground. The message bag illustrated has 
been drawn from the example actually 
dropped from Bristol Fighter F4623 of No 16 
Squadron operating at the 1924 Air Pageant 
at Hendon for the School of Army Co- 
operation, crewed by Flying Officer Waite and 
LAC L. Anderton. □ 
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Scratch-building 
large-scale tanks 

Using plastic card and other materials. First 
instalment from Jeremy Broughton 


this IS THE first of a short series of articles in 
which I will be describing in detail the con- 
struction of models of several of the tanks 
used by the British Army at the beginning of 
the Second World War. In fact most of the 
vehicles modelled will be from the Western 
Desert; all are to 1:35 scale and are built 
from scratch. I shall try to go through the 
construction of the various models describ- 
ing each step in detail, but as many tech- 
niques will be used in each case the cover- 
age of the first model has been extended 
and split into two sections. 

This first model is of the Cruiser Tank 
Mark IVa. This tank was the last of the A13 
series, whose design stemmed from the 
novel American Christie T3 Medium Tank of 
1932; this vehicle featured for the first time 
large road wheels capable of considerable 
vertical travel. This asset, together with a 
powerful aero-engine, permitted very high 
speeds both on the road and across- 
country. These features were included in 
the first of the A13 series, the Cruiser Tank 
Mk III, but much re-design was necessary to 
produce a reliable fighting vehicle. 

The first development was the Cruiser 
Tank Mark IV: this had extra armour, most 
noticeably in V-shaped shields attached to 
sides and rear of the turret. Subsequently 
the original coaxial Vickers machine-gun 
was replaced by the more modern Besa mg, 
to give the Mark IVa. 

One of the results of the lack of military 
finance between the World Wars was the 
great haste with which the development of 
new Cruiser and Infantry tanks had to be 
carried out in 1936-39; this led to a lack of 
mechanical reliability, the A13'-s most 
serious shortcoming. Otherwise it was a 
successful design, well-armed and well- 
armoured by comparison with competing 
foreign designs, and certainly more mobile. 

Developed at the same time as the A13 


series were two other Cruiser tank designs, 
the Marks I and II. All these early Cruisers 
first saw action in France in May 1940 
where, owing to hasty preparation and 
British inexperience in the handling of large 
armoured forces, they suffered badly. Their 
main theatre of action was, however, the 
Western Desert: the Cruiser Tank Mark IVa 
in particular saw successful service from 
O'Connor’s defeat of the Italians in the 
winter of 1940-41 to the battles of Operation 
Crusader a year later. 

The preparation for the model 

I think that this phase is often curtailed by 
the modeller in his desire to produce tangi- 
ble results, but if it is integrated into the 
final stages of the previous model no time 
will be lost. 

When I decided to build this model it was 
first necessary to assess the information 
available, covering both the basic vehicle 
and camouflage schemes and markings 
applied in the field. The former class in- 
cludes plans, published dimensions, 
photographs of the tank showing obscure 
detail, and also in this case the possibility of 
a visit to the RAC Tank Museum at Boving- 
ton Camp. Here a slightly unusual Mark IV is 
preserved. In the latter class are contem- 
porary photographs, available either in 
books or on view in the Imperial War 
Museum. This information must then be 
critically assessed: for instance, do the pub- 
lished dimensions match the scaled-up 
dimensions taken from the plan? Are there 
sufficient photographs of a single tank to 
enable the complete markings and camou- 
flage of a real vehicle to be reproduced, or 
will a little artistic licence be necessary? 
Does the photographed vehicle match the 
plans, and if not can the missing detail be 
reproduced? One point that must be con- 
sidered is the difficulty of knowing exactly 



Above pair of A1 3s in the desert, the tank in 
front being the subject of this month's 
model (T. 15229). Note water cans on rear 
and commander's steel helmet slung from 
turret side (IWM). Below 1:35 scale models 
of Cruiser Tank Mk IVa (left), the subject 
modelled in this and next month's articles, 
and (right) a Cruiser Tank Mk I which will be 
covered later. 


what dimension a quoted length refers to: 
for instance, does the 'Width' include sand- 
shields or the 'Height' aerial bases or spot- 
lights? 

The accuracy of the plans used is of prime 
importance. Many published plans contain 
errors or inconsistencies of varying degree 
but once they have been recognised allow- 
ance may be made. Since the original 
vehicles have long since been destroyed, 
this synthesis of information from all pos- 
sible sources is the best that can be done. 

The vehicle that I chose to model is a 
troop leader's tank on patrol in the Western 
Desert in the spring of 1941. This choice has 
one great advantage in that the bulk of the 
Cruiser Tanks Mk I, II and IV in the desert 



April 1975 


465 





This photo of the 
finished Cruiser Tank 
Mk IVa clearly shows 
how time has 'sag- 
ged' the tracks with- 
out any artificial help. 
Note also camouflage 
pattern (to be illus- 
trated more fully next 
month), manner in 
which driver's 
hatches open, and 
‘steel helmets' slung 
for effect from turret 
side. 


had clearly defined, carefully applied 
camouflage schemes, and many tanks 
would have been painted identically with 
the subject of my model. Consequently it is 
possible to infer the exact camouflage of 
this tank, although there is only one photo- 
graph of it, from photographs of identically 
painted vehicles. 

The term 'camouflage' may seem mislead- 
ing: the aim was to distract the aim of the 
enemy gunner rather than conceal the tank 
from him. The camouflage consists of 
straight-edged triangles converging to a 
point at the rear of the tank, presumably to 
cause the aiming point to be too far to the 
rear. Apart from the WD number the tank 
bears no marking, so the unit cannot be 
identified. 

We now come to the more detailed plan- 
ning of the model. The precise vehicle that 
is to be modelled has been chosen, and the 
final form of the model must now be settled. 
The first decision is whether or not the 
interior is to be visible through open 
hatches. If it is then the structure of hull and 
turret must largely match that of the proto- 
type, but otherwise strengthening bulk- 
heads can be incorporated. I decided to 
leave all hatches open and so the internal, 
structure was decided for me; in the hull the 
only bulkhead separates the engine and 
fighting compartments and there is no parti- 
tion separating the driver’s cab and the 
fighting compartment. Fortunately the A13 
had a double side hull wall, with the sus- 
pension components between; this allowed 
a system of stiffeners to be incorporated to 
give strength to the walls and rigidity to the 
basic hull box. The turret has to be made 
without any internal system of supports, 
and so has to be made with the individual 
plates butting together at their edges. The 
additional armour plates will then be 
mounted on frames attached to the 'inner' 
turret, exactly as on the original. Once the 
basic design of the model has been decided 
it is possible to proceed with the actual 
construction. 



Above three-view plan to 1:35 scale of a 
track section of suitable length for mould- 
ing, together with 1:35 scale sections 
through a road (top) and sprocket (bottom) 
wheel. Full-face plans of the wheels are 
included in the plans on page 468. Right 
stages in making a mould. Below photo 
showing the two mould halves for the 
sprocket (on left) with master, and track (on 
right) with the longer master embedded. 




Track and wheels 

The description of the construction of the 
model begins with the suspension; this may 
seem a strange place to start, but the con- 
struction of 24 assorted wheels and some 
28 inches of track is a major undertaking. 
The method I will describe substantially 
reduces the labour required, and ensures a 
uniform standard in the finished product. 

The method consists of making a single 
example of the required item and then 
reproducing this 'master' as many times as 
desired using a rubber mould. Suppose that 
the road wheels are to be produced; first the 
master of a single road wheel, as perfect as 
possible, is made from laminations of sheet 
plastic discs, with the hub detail on one 
face and a plain disc on the other. Eventu- 
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ally pairs of wheels will be glued back-to- 
back and the inner 'hubs’ mounted on the 
axle-stubs. 

The master is now half-embedded in 
Plasticine and a convenient cylinder, suffi- 
ciently large to surround the master leaving 
a margin of about Vz inch, is pressed into 
the Plasticine. Two depressions should now 
be made in the Plasticine, with say, the end 
of a paintbrush handle; these will later form 
pegs that will locate the two halves of the 
mould. 

We are now ready to begin the actual 
moulding process. This requires the use of 
a special moulding rubber; the type that I 
now use is 'Silastic 3110' made by the 
American firm of Dow Corning and supplied 
in this country by Alec Tiranti Ltd of 70 High 
Street, Theale, Berks. The rubber is a thick 
white liquid and is supplied in 1 lb contain- 
ers; the rubber solidifies when a catalyst, 
'Catalyst 1', is added. The pale blue catalyst 
comes in a tube and when added to the 
rubber in the proportions 1:10 the rubber 
solidifies in 24 hours. Earlier types of 
moulding rubber required great precision in 
the ratio of catalyst to rubber but the 
current variety is very tolerant. 

The rubber in its drum is thoroughly 
stirred and a suitable quantity is then trans- 
ferred to the mixing vessel; for the road 
wheel about 1 Vi teaspoonfuls should be 
sufficient. Catalyst is then mixed into the 
rubber and stirred until evenly dispersed; 
the mixture should be left for a moment to 
allow trapped air bubbles to escape. The 
rubber is now slowly dribbled into the con- 
tainer surrounding the master, the object 
being to ensure that no air bubbles attach to 
the master when it is covered by the rubber. 
The rubber is now left to set; when this is 
accomplished the mould is inverted, the 
Plasticine entirely removed and the exposed 
surface of rubber thinly smeared with Vase- 
line. More rubber is now mixed and poured 
into the container: once more the rubber is 
allowed to set. 

When the rubber is perfectly hard the 
container is removed, the two halves of the 
mould gently separated and the master 
removed from whichever piece of rubber it 
adheres to. The coating of Vaseline ensures 
that the liquid rubber does not adhere to the 
solidified rubber, and it may be desirable to 
smear the container in which the mould is 
formed if the mould will not come easily 
from the container. 

A channel must now be cut in the mould 
to allow liquid plastic in and air out; I cut 
matching triangular wedges from each 
half-mould to give an internal hole about Ve 
inch square. The external hole should be 
larger, so that a funnel is formed. 

When the two mould-halves are pressed 
together, guided by the pegs formed earlier, 
the hollow formed should be an exact 
replica of the master; it is important that 
sufficient rubber be used at each stage for 
the two half-moulds to be sufficiently robust 
not to deform when pressed together. When 
large moulds are made, perhaps of a 1 :25 
scale figure, it may be necessary to encase 
the half-moulds in rigid boxes, but the 
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moulds which are necessary for this model 
are sufficiently small that, provided enough 
rubber is used, they will be self-supporting. 

We now come to the actual process of 
casting, the ultimate test of the mould just 
made. Various materials could be used for 
this, such as lead or Araldite, but I use a 
clear liquid plastic called 'Plasticraft', 
manufactured by Turner Research Ltd and 
primarily intended for the casting of jewel- 
lery and paperweights. Again, a small quan- 
tity of hardener is added to the liquid plastic 
to cause it to set. The two half-moulds, lying 
flat, are filled with the mixture and then 
fitted together: I use bent paper clips to 
keep the halves together. More plastic is 
poured into the funnel to fill the mould, and 
also to allow for slight contraction while the 
plastic is setting. 

The success of the finished article 
depends heavily on the removal of all air 


bubbles from the liquid plastic. The plastic 
should have set sufficiently hard in 12 hours 
for the mould halves to be separated and 
the casting removed. In fact, the casting 
may well take some days to set thoroughly 
and this is another reason for beginning the 
casting of wheels and track at an early 
stage: if a casting were to be mounted on 
the model before it had thoroughly set it 
would subsequently deform under stress. 
Consequently, I like to leave all castings for 
several days before use: this avoids the 
misfortune of oval wheels! 

If the shape of the master is complex, as is 
inevitably the case with lengths of track, 
then even with great care a third to a half of 
the castings may have to be rejected. The 


•^CZI 




1:35 scale plans for 
Cruiser Mk IVa. Detail 
views at left show 
smoke bomb dis- 
charger and mount- 
ing, and rear rack for 
petrol and water 
cans, omitted from 
main drawings for 
clarity. 



468 


AIRFIX magazine 


rejection rate can be reduced by removing 
with a pin all bubbles trapped in the 
crevices of the mould before uniting the 
mould-halves. Nonetheless, even a simple 
mould will generally produce failures: at 
such times it is worth considering the 
repetitive labour saved in comparison with 
the straightforward, manual method of pro- 
ducing these items! 

It is worth emphasising that the casting 
can be no better than the mould and the 
mould can be no better than the master: if 
all goes well you will have a perfect replica 
of the master, so the production of the 
master should be as painstaking as 
possible. Also, there is little that can be 
done to improve a mould once the rubber 
has set; it is sometimes possible to fill the 
holes caused by air bubbles but generally if 
the mould is not perfect it should be 
scrapped. However, once you have a satis- 
factory mould as many reproductions of the 
original master as are needed can be pro- 
duced with little extra effort. 

I have included drawings of the wheels 
and track to indicate how the masters are 
made. All were built up from sheet plastic: 
the most difficult part is producing really 
round wheels, and I suppose that without 
special tools a genuinely round wheel is 
impossible. A very good approximation to a 
truly circular wheel can be made by scribing 
a circle of the required radius on the plastic 
sheet with a pair of dividers, roughly cutting 
out to the scribed line and then filing down, 
using a circle drawn on a sheet of paper as a 
guide. 

A series of shallow holes must be drilled 
on either side of the road wheel tyre. The 
rivets on the sprocket wheel were made 
from short lengths of stretched sprue, but 
the bolts on the road wheel hub were 
formed by impressing the inside face of the 
relevant disc. I decided to cast the sprocket 
and idler wheels, but as only four of each 
are required it would probably be almost as 
quick to build each wheel 'by hand'; how- 
ever, both sprocket and idler were used on 

April 1975 


many later British tanks and the moulds 
may prove useful again. 

I have found that the plastic castings may 
be cemented together, or to sheet plastic, 
very satisfactorily using one of the '5 
minute’ epoxy cements now available. 
When cementing to sheet plastic the sur- 
face of the sheet must be thoroughly 
roughened to ensure a good bond. 

When sufficient good quality wheel cast- 
ings have been obtained they should be 
epoxied together in pairs. Discs of 60 thou 
sheet plastic are then glued to the inner hub 
of each road and idler wheel-pair: these are 
the axles by which these wheels will be 
attached to the hull. Discs of 20 thou sheet 
are similarly glued to the inner hub of each 
sprocket wheel-pair, by which these will be 


mounted on their axles. The wheels are then 
painted a sand colour, with black tyres and 
with the inner faces of the sprockets a dirty 
rust: they are then put on one side until 
required for mounting on the hull. 

A very satisfactory method of producing 
the various lamps that appear on the model 
is to cast them in clear plastic and to paint 
the ‘reflectors’ silver. This requires two 
moulds, one for the central headlamp and 
cupola spotlight, the other for the two side- 
lights on the trackguards. 

This completes the preliminary stages in 
the construction of this model; in next 
month's article I will describe the later 
stages, so that a complete model of this very 
interesting and little-known tank may be 
built. □ 


Maintenance work being undertaken on a Cruiser Mk IVa in the desert. Note sun topee, 
camouflage netting and camouflage pattern (IWM). 
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FOR MANY YEARS the Light Regiments of the 
Royal Artillery have been equipped with the 
Italian 105 mm Model 56 Pack Howitzer. 
This weapon has, however, been in service 
for well over ten years, and, when used 
operationally in South Arabia and North 
Borneo, a number of weaknesses showed 
up. Therefore in 1965 a requirement was 
drawn up for a new 105 mm gun and design 
work commenced in 1966. 

The weapon was designed by the Royal 
Armament Research and Development 
Establishment at Fort Halstead, Kent, with 
the assistance of a number of other estab- 
lishments. A number of prototypes were 
built and these were subjected to rigorous 
trials under a variety of conditions in many 
parts of the world. These trials proved suc- 
cessful and in 1971 the 105 mm Light Gun 
was accepted for use with the Royal 
Artillery. 

The first production gun was officially 
handed over on October 25 1974, at a cere- 
mony at the Royal Ordnance Factory at Not- 
tingham, Leeds, where the weapon is now 
in quantity production. The ROF at Notting- 
ham makes a wide range of weapons for 
both the Army and Navy, including the 120 
mm gun of the Chieftain MBT. 

The first battery will form this year at the 
School of Artillery at Larkhill, Wiltshire, and 
it is expected that this new gun will win a 
large number of export orders as many 
countries have a requirement for a weapon 
of this type. 

The most significant point about the new 
weapon is its range of 17,000 m (over ten 
miles), which compares with the range of 
just over 10,000 m for the Italian 105 mm 
weapon. In addition, a complete range of 
effective ammunition has been developed 
for the 105 mm Light Gun which includes a 
high explosive, high explosive squash head 
for use against armoured vehicles, smoke, 
illuminating, target indicating and under 
development is a special anti-personnel 
round. 

When being towed the barrel is to the rear 
of the weapon, ie towards the towing 
vehicle. This is achieved by jacking up the 
weapon (the jack is stowed on the trail when 
not required), removing the quick release 
wheel and traverse gear pin, swinging the 
gun through 180 degrees, clamping the bar- 
rel to the trail and finally replacing the 
wheel. This takes only one minute with 
the crew of six men. 

The weapon has an elevation from -5’/2 
degrees to +70 degrees and a traverse of 
5V2 degrees left and right. It may, however, 
have to be used in the anti-tank role, and for 
this reason a firing platform is carried under 
the trails. This was used by the famous 25 
pdr Field Gun over 30 years ago and proved 
its worth during the Second World War. 
When the 105 mm Light Gun's wheels are 
on the firing platform it can be quickly 
traversed through 360 degrees to meet any 
new threat. 

Continued on page 472 

Loading, aiming and firing a 105 mm Light 
Gun. Full details on building a 1:76 scale 
model of this gun and its Land Rover towing 
vehicle appeared in Airfix Magazine Annual 
for modellers 4. 



Continuing the magnificent ITALAEREI range of 1/72 scale aircraft kits, just arrived and in your shops 
NOW! The famous W.W.II, German bomber Junkers Ju 188 developed from the Ju 88. ft was more stream- 
lined, had a higher ceiling and much better armament which made it very popular with its crews. Primarily 
designed for bombing the U.K., it was hoped that its heavier armament would prove the answer to our 
fighters. Three versions were produced — one with inline engines, one with radials and one, the 'S’ type, 
with no defensive armament and a pressurised cockpit for high speed bombing (over 680 Km/h) similar to 
our Mosquito. The kit is complete and enables you to build any one of these versions. Price only £1.60. 



GERMAN HENSCHEL HS126 Price 75p. 
GERMAN GOTHA GO 242/244 Price C1.60. 


ITALIAN CAPRONI C.A.313/314 Price El. 50. 
ITALIAN FIAT BR20 CICOGNA' Price El .50. 


RUSSIAN LAVOCHKIN LAS Price 50p. 
U.S.A. THUNDERSTREAK Price 90p. 


RIKO 


Prices shown lu re ore stiggestcil selling prices only anil inclmlc I . A.T. 

RICHARD KOHNSTAM LTD., 13-15a HIGH STREET, HEMEL HEMPSTEAD, HERTS. 
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No shield is fitted as this would increase 
the weight of the weapon. The 105 mm can 
be carried in a single load by a Puma heli- 
copter. If, however, only Wessex helicopters 
are available, the weapon has to be broken 
down into two loads. It can be reassembled 
with simple tools in less than 30 minutes. 

When the 105 mm Gun enters service this 
year it will be towed by the new One Ton 
Land Rover. This is also now in production 
and has been developed to a British Army 
requirement for a 1 Tonne vehicle with 
added capacity of towing a 1’/2Ton powered 
trailer. This vehicle is powered by the suc- 
cessful lightweight 3.5 litre Rover petrol 
engine which is similar to the civilian model 
but has a reduced compression ratio to 
enable it to operate on low octane fuels. 
This engine develops 156 hp at 5,000 rpm 
and gives the vehicle a top road speed of 
120 kph. It is not, however, recommended 
that the new 105 mm Light Gun be towed at 
this speed! 

This vehicle can carry the complete crew 
of the weapon together with stores and a 
supply of ammunition. It can be airlifted by 
Wessex and Puma helicopters. Other roles 
are envisaged for the 1 Tonne Land Rover 
including an anti-tank model armed with six 
Swingfire ATGWs. 

A most unusual kit 

RECENTLY, THERE came our way a most un- 
usual plastic construction kit that we think 
is of particular interest to anyone with lean- 
ings towards things military, and thus we 
have included it in this column rather than 
the review page. The kit in question is a 1 :1 
replica of a German 88 mm artillery round, 
and it is complete in every detail. 

This venture has been undertaken by 
Lemarka Reproductions, a British concern, 
under the aegis of Les Thurston who is a 
well-known collector and authority on artil- 
lery ammunition. 

The round selected for the kit is the 8.8 
cm Panzergrenate Patrone mit BdZ, an 
armour piercing round. Fully assembled the 
round stands an imposing 33.6 inches high 
(about 85 cm) and when painted it makes a 
most interesting and unusual addition to 
any modeller's collection. 

The kit comes in five pieces, and is made 
from strong, high quality plastic. Some care 
will be needed to conceal the joint between 
the two halves of the cartridge case but the 
modeller is helped by the very good stan- 
dard of mouldings used — top marks to the 
makers of the original moulds. 

The case and projectile are both em- 
bossed with the original markings, and 
additional stencillings can be added using a 
very comprehensive information leaflet 
supplied with the kit — assembly instruc- 
tions are also included. When assembled 
the projectile can be removed for separate 
display if required. 

Cost of this kit is £3.95 plus 35p post and 
packing, and it can be ordered from 
Lemarka Reproductions, 155A Castle Road, 
Bedford, MK40 3RT, England. It is hoped 
that this venture will be expanded to include 
other rounds of historical interest. 


Napoleonic 

wargaming 

A points system for choosing balanced 
armies described by Bruce Quarrie 


THIS ARTICLE, and the one to follow next 
month, have been written in response to the 
numerous requests for information I have 
received from readers of my book Airfix 
Magazine Guide 4: Napoleonic Wargaming 
(Patrick Stephens Ltd, £1.20). 

The problem most people seem to 
encounter is, given the different points 
values for fire factor etc allocated to each 
troop type, how do you devise a game in 
which the opposing forces are balanced? A 
simple battalion of one nationality’s line 
infantry per battalion of your opponent’s 
does not work satisfactorily since their 
fighting qualities may be significantly dif- 
ferent. 

The system I use is as follows: allocate a 
points value per figure made up as follows: 
Fire Factor + Confused Melee Factor + 
Morale Factor - Control Factor, Thus, for 
example, a French Fusilier has a value of 
1+1 +7-3, which equals 6; a British Line 
infantryman a value of 2+2+7-2=9, and so 
on. 

Now, taking the French Line Battalion as 
a typical example, in the post-1808 period 


the ratio rarely greater than 1:3. 

Now the artillery, and here one has to be 
fairly brutal in allocating points values or 
wily wargamers will choose armies consist- 
ing of great masses of artillery with which 
they can decimate their opponent before he 
gets a chance to move! So let us say that a 4 
pdr gun is worth 12 points, a 6 pdr 18, 8 pdr 
or 5.5 in howitzer 24, 9 pdr or 6 in howitzer 
27, and 12 pdr or 8 in howitzer 36 points. 
Thus a battery of six 8 pdrs and two 6 in 
howitzers, the typical French organisation, 
is worth 6x24 + 2x27 = 144 + 54 = 198 
points. 

Add to this the points values of the gun- 
ners (calculated as for infantry): this gives 
198 plus three gunner figures at 10 points 
each, total 228 points for a French line 
battery plus crew. 

Working from this system, any wargamer 
can now calculate the points values of all 
his batteries, squadrons and battalions. 
Now let’s add them up, and for an example 
here I will give the composition of a small 
French wargames army which represents a 
balanced sort of Corps in miniature. 


6 Line Infantry Battalions at 188 points per battalion = 1,128 
1 Light Infantry Battalion at 192 points = 192 

1 Dragoon Regiment of 20 figures at 42 points each = 840 
1 Cuirassier Regiment of 20 figures at 51 points each 1,020 

1 Hussar Regiment of 20 figures at 20 points each = 400 

2 8 pdr batteries (8 guns plus 3 figures) at 228 points = 456 

1 4 pdr battery (6 guns plus 2 figures) at 92 points = 92 

Total points value of combined force = 3,128 


this consists of 24 figures representing four 
companies of Fusiliers (16 figures) plus one 
company each of Grenadiers and Voltigeurs 
(4 figures per company). The 16 Fusiliers 
are worth a total of 16x6 = 96 points, the 4 
Grenadiers are worth (2+3+9- 1) x 4 = 52 
points, and the 4 Voltigeurs worth 
(2 + 2 + 8-2) X 4 = 40 points. So. 96 + 52 + 40 
= 188 points for a French Line Battalion. 

Cavalry points values are worked out in 
much the same way, except that both 
Impact and Confused Melee Factors are 
added in, and the value per figure is multi- 
plied by its 'head count' factor (ie light 
cavalry x 2, heavy cavalry x 3). Thus, for 
example, a Russian Dragoon is worth 
0+3+4+8-2 = 13, multiplied by the head 
count factor of 3, = 39 points per figure. A 
squadron of four Dragoon figures is thus 
worth a total of 156 points, a Regiment of 
five squadrons (20 figures) 780 points. 

It is thus immediately obvious that cavalry 
are much more ’expensive’ than infantry, 
which will inevitably help to keep down their 
numbers in proportion to the infantry. 
Remember, in Napoleonic times, 25 per 
cent cavalry to 75 per cent infantry and artil- 
lery was fairly normal, and except in a force 
specially allocated for a specific mission, 


You can now say to your opponent, be his 
army Austrian, British, Prussian or Russian, 
OK, match that'. It is then his task to calcu- 
late a combined arms force, using approxi- 
mately the same ratios of infantry: cavalry: 
artillery, whose points total value is 3,128. 
You should be a little flexible about this — it 
may not be possible to achieve an exact 
match, and a few points either side are not 
really going to affect the game. 

Next month I shall deal with adaptations 
of the rules for solo wargamers. □ 


Typical infantry battalion, cuirassier squad- 
ron, unlimbered and limbered guns, with 
officers. 
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A HALIFAX B ill of 158 Squadron based at 
Lissett, Yorkshire, was christened 'Friday 
the Thirteenth', and had various symbols 
that superstition claims as being unlucky, 
painted on it. Far from bringing the crews 
who flew it the ill fortune that it mocked, the 
aircraft went on to complete 128 sorties, 
and could, so it was claimed by one crew, 
find its own way back from any target. 

Superstition was no doubt far from the 
mind of English Electric's Chief Test Pilot 
Roland Beamont, when he lifted the pro- 
totype Canberra VN799, off the runway at 
Warton for its maiden flight on Friday May 
13 1949. As with 158 Squadron's Halifax, Fri- 
day the 13th proved lucky, for nearly 26 
years after the initial flight the Canberra is 
still in service and has behind it a record of 
which its designers and manufacturers can 
be justly proud. A record that includes the 
setting-up of 22 world records between 
1951 and 1958, 13 of which still stand, 
export to 15 countries earning over £90m 
for this country, and the first post-war 
designed British aircraft to be built under 
licence in America for the USAF. A total of 
1,376 Canberras were built, of which 450 
were manufactured under licence in the 
USA and Australia. 

Designed as a high-speed two-crew 
bomber to Air Ministry Specification B.3/45, 
the Canberra has proved versatile in many 
roles other than its originally intended one. 
Due to the absence of the projected radar 
bomb-sight, it was decided to add a third 
crew member and only the first four pro- 
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totypes, designated Canberra B1, were 
completed as two-crew aircraft. 

The side-by-side seating in the B1 gave 
way to a seat on the port side and two seats 
for the navigators behind this in the B2. The 
solid nose of the original prototypes was 
replaced by a transparent cone which had 
an optically flat panel for the bomb-aimer, 
who reached the bombing position by 
crawling from his position behind the pilot. 
The first B2, VX165, flew on April 23 1950 
and was followed by the first production 
aircraft, WD929, six months later. 

In May 1951, just two years after the pro- 
totype’s first flight, 101 Squadron at Bin- 
brook became the first Royal Air Force 
Bomber Command squadron to be equip- 
ped with jet-bombers, thus starting a new 
era in the history of the Service. 

A complete breakdown of the various 
Canberra types was given in Airfix Magazine 
October 1973 and the aircraft has been well 
covered in various other publications, so 
there is adequate material available to en- 
able those who feel so inclined, to add a 
multitude of variants of this successful 
British design to their collections. 

The four versions chosen for this article 
vary in skill level and are all based on the 
Airfix kit. Other versions using the Frog 
B(l)8 as a basis can be completed in a simi- 
lar way, so the avid conversion enthusiast 
has the raw material to produce all existing 
Canberra types. 

Although Frog issued a PR3 kit some 20 
years ago — this is now a collector's item — 


Previous page 360 Squadron Canberra 717 
at Cottesmore (MoD). Above 74 prototype 
clearly showing second clear view panel on 
starboard side (BAC). 


apart from an odd scale B57 released by 
Revell some years ago, this fine aeroplane 
has been somewhat neglected by the kit 
manufacturers, but this negligence was put 
right during the last two years when first 
Frog with their B(l)8 and then Airfix with 
their B6 answered the plaintive pleas of the 
plastic modelling fraternity. 

The wait has been worthwhile for the i 

advancement in plastic model technology 
since the original Frog offering has enabled 
Airfix to produce a superbly detailed kit 
even though the nose contours leave a little 
to be desired as far as the B6 version is con- 
cerned. This apparent shortcoming of the 
Airfix offering does not affect the models 
chosen, for all of them have the offending 
nose removed and replaced, as in the full- 
size aircraft, with alternative shapes that 
considerably change the outline of this part 
of the aircraft. 

As with many of the conversion articles 
that appear in this magazine, the author can 
only relate the methods and parts he used, 
these should be taken only as a guide for 
there are many ways of tackling any prob- 
lem and arriving at the same result. Each of 
the four will be described separately 
although some of the required modifica- 
tions are common to all of them. The easiest 
is the T4 so we shall start with this version. 
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Canberra T4 

The T4 was developed from the B2 to 
meet the requirements of Specification 
T2/49 which called for an operational 
trainer with side-by-side seating and dual 
controls for the pilot and student. The 
navigator's position was retained on the 
port side aft of the pupil. 

The prototype, WN467, flew for the first 
time on June 6 1952, and a total of 75 were 
built by the English Electric Company. Sub- 
sequently several B2s were converted and 
these can be identified from the original 75 
T4s as they have only one clear vision panel 
in the canopy. The subject of the conversion 
is one of a batch of 25 serials WT475- 
WT492, originally built as T4s. 

The first step is to build-up the floor at the 
front of part 7 so that it is the same level 
across the width of the fuselage. The star- 
board navigator's seat, part 1, is modified to 
fit alongside the pilot's seat, part 5, and at 
the same time these are moved outwards 
towards the cockpit walls. This must be 
done carefully and it will be found neces- 
sary to slightly reduce the heights of the 
seats or they will foul the canopy when this 
is fitted. The bulkhead carrying the instru- 
ment panel, part 20, has the existing cut-out 
filled with a piece of plastic card and a sec- 
ond instrument panel is fitted in front of the 
new starboard seat. An additional control 
column is added on the starboard side and 
the bomb-sight, parts 12, 13 & 14 are dis- 
pensed with. 

The rest of the fuselage assembly follows 
the kit instructions but with all models I 
found it advantageous to add lead fishing 
weights to the navigator's compartment and 
front section of the bomb-bay before finally 
cementing the two halves together. All 
models require a considerable amount of 
weight, even those with the extended nose 
cones, so it is best to be safe and add 
perhaps a little too much when it is still pos- 
sible to do so. 

The nose cone, part 40, is cemented in 
place in the normal way but can also be fil- 
led with lead before it is placed in position. 

When this has set cover the whole of the 
transparent area with Green Stuff or body 
putty making sure that the join line where it 
meets the fuselage is well covered. When 
the filler has set sand it smooth to follow the 
contours of the fuselage making sure that 
all traces of the join vanish. 

During these filling operations fill the hole 
in the port side where the kit pitot head, part 
41, fits, as on the T4 a new pitot head is 
fashioned from stretched sprue and 
cemented into a hole drilled into the nose 
cone where shown on the drawing. 

A fuel vent mast is fitted to all models on 
the port side just to the right (viewed from 
the tail) of the rear tail bumper. This is made 
from sprue or Slaters rod filed flat and 
inserted in a hole which should be drilled 
for the purpose. This addition is the same 
for all four conversions so will not be men- 
tioned in detail again. The position of it is 
clearly shown on the drawings and photo- 
graphs. 

The T4 uses a single breech starter for its 
Avon 101 engines and the turbo-starter 
exhausts do not radiate in a geometric pat- 
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Scoops under both wings on T17 
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tern from the starter cone. Modify parts 47 
and 51 to show this by cutting off the raised 
ribs and replacing them with two pieces of 
stretched sprue fitted horizontally in line 
with the wing leading edges, ie across the 
engine diameter. The starter cone is shor- 
tened and has the point at the front slightly 
flattened. 

If an originally built T4 is being modelled 
the additional clear vision panel must be 
added to the cockpit canopy, part 39. The 
easiest way to do this is to cut a circle from 
10 thou plastic card or writing paper, using 
the one moulded to the canopy as a pro- 
totype, and fix this in position on the star- 
board side of the canopy. 

The rest of the model is then assembled 
as per the kit instructions omitting the 
underwing stores. The tip tanks can be fit- 
ted but those in the kit are fractionally too 
long and should have 8 mm cut from their 
centre-sections, the two halves being 
rejoined and sanded smooth before attach- 
ing to the model. 

The variety of finishes available for any 
Canberra model is such that personal pre- 
ference must be the rule of the day. The 
model shown was painted in the new RAF 
trainer scheme of red/white fuselage and 
fin/rudder, with light grey wings and tail- 
planes. The machine shown in the model 
photographs is with 231 OCU and the mark- 
ings depicted are those that will be available 
on a new Modeldecal sheet due for release 
later this year. This aircraft, WT488, is a T4 
that was built as such and therefore must 
have the additional clear vision panel. The 
walkways and stencil markings on the 
wings are from black Letraset strips and the 
aircraft has a semi-gloss finish. A good col- 
our photograph of a T4 in the new scheme 
appears in the Ian Allan book Jet Bomber 
Flypast. 

In my opinion the Airfix Canberra stands a 
little too high on its undercarriage so I 
reduced the main oleos by Ve inch and 
achieved what I consider to be a more 
characteristic sit on the model. This, of 
course, applies to all models. 

Canberra Til 

The Til is a Canberra fitted with Al (Air- 
borne Interception) radar in a new nose 
cone. Ten were converted by Boulton Paul 
from B2s and the prototype flew on March 
29 1958. The aircraft equipped 228 OCU for 
the training of Javelin crews. Two similar 
conversions were supplied to the Royal 
Swedish Air Force where they were desig- 
nated Tp 52, and these would give an attrac- 
tive alternative colour scheme. The T19 was 
also the same basic shape as the Til but 
was fitted with different internal radar 
equipment. 

This conversion is fairly simple as a new- 
comer to the scene of aircraft conversion 
kits, ReyHex Mouldings of Swindon, have 
recently released a complete new moulded 
nose cone. 

Either the ReyHex conversion or a new 
nose carved from balsa wood is fitted to the 
standard kit fuselage which is modified to 
accept it by removing the forward part of 
the nose on the panel line moulded just 
forward of the cockpit. This line is moulded 
at the correct bulkhead position and angle 

AIRFIX magazine 




Top Canberra Til in natural metal finish (BAC). Second T4 WH848 'E' of 231 OCU at Cottes- 
more (R. L. Ward). Above author's model of T4 WT488 'Y'. Below author's model of Til in 85 
Squadron markings. 



where the full-size change took place so by 
using it as a cutting guide, the correct 
slightly nose-down attitude of the original is 
captured. 

The moulding is in clear polystyrene and 
providing the kit fuselage is cut accurately 
no filling is required. I found it best to cover 
the new nose with a thin layer of Green Stuff 
carefully sanding this into the existing fuse- 
lage contours. Once again the fuselage 
pitot head is not used, this time being re- 
positioned on the port wing-tip. 

The model was finished natural metal 
overall with a light grey aerial panel on the 
fin, and a Stoppel black/red transfer sheet 
was used to give the chequer markings of 
85 Squadron who also used this variant of 
the Canberra. There are numerous schemes 
in which the model can be finished includ- 
ing the standard RAF camouflage as dis- 
played on the aircraft of 100 Squadron 
based at West Raynham. 

Engine modifications, and the addition of 
the fuel vent are as for the T4. 

Canberra T17 

This model is perhaps one of the most 
ugly but at the same time attractive variants, 
with its bulbous nose and various protru- 
sions having a somewhat sinister fascina- 
tion. The aircraft is an Electronic Counter 
Measures (ECM) machine operated by 360 
Squadron and as much of it is still secret 
details are not that easy to come by. 

The conversion is mainly confined to the 
fuselage and there is a considerable 
amount of work involved, some of it being a 
little tricky for the newcomer to the conver- 
sion scene. 

Start by cutting off the nose portion of the 
kit on a vertical line just forward of the locat- 
ing ribs for part 20. A balsa plug is then 
inserted and when this is set firmly in posi- 
tion it is carved to the shape shown on the 
drawing. 

Another method I discovered quite by 
accident, illustrates the immense value of 
the spares box. I had recently been working 
on some Lancaster conversions in which 
the models did not require their mid-upper 
turrets, and whilst waiting for the balsa 
block to set on the T17 I spent a few 
moments going through the box only to 
discover the discarded Lane turrets. The 
shape looked about right and a quick check 
against another Canberra kit showed that 
they could be used. So I started another T17 
this time using the Lane mid-upper turret 
moulding as the basis for the bulbous nose. 
The gun slots have to be filled and the locat- 
ing rim at the rear of the turret removed, but 


479 



April 1975 






A Dictionary of 

Ships of the Royal Navy 

of the Second World War 


John Young 

A quick and accurate guide to over 2,000 Royal Navy ships of World War 2, 
from battleships and aircraft carriers to small salvage ships and water 
carriers. The main section gives an alphabetical listing, and there is a Fleet 
List grouping the ships by type and class. Statistics given include tonnage; 
dimensions; speed; complement; armament; and builders, and a separate 
section covers coastal craft, midget subs, drifters and landing craft. 192 pages, 
8V2" x 5W (216 x 138 mm), 27 photos. £3.95 net (£4.19 by post) 


RED STAR 
RISING at SEA 


Dictionary of 

lips of the 


Above Canberra T17. Note underwing 
scoop and stencil details on nose (BAC). 
Left close-up of nose of T17 WK111 'B' of 
360 Squadron at RAF Cottesmore (R. L. 
Ward). Below author's model of T17 WK111 
'S'. Facing page, top the old 360 Squadron 
marking of a lightning flash through the 
number, as seen on 717 WD955 'O’ at the 
Canberra Meet at Cottesmore. Below the 
new 360 Squadron marking on 717 WJ633 
‘F’. Note also aerial on fin above emblem (R. 
L. Ward). 
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Red Star Rising at Sea 


panels are shown on the fin. These two aer- 
ials also have stretched sprue omni-poles at 
their extremities. 

The aerial masts that carry the wire aerial 
to the fin are fitted to the nose just above 
the port blister and below to the rear of the 
cockpit, and the aerial attached to these is 
from stretched sprue. This aerial is best fit- 
ted as the last operation of the whole con- 
version otherwise it will be a continuing 
casualty during the handling of the model. 

The only other additions are the two 
scoops fitted under the wings, the shape 
and positions being shown in the drawings 
and photographs. These were made from 
laminated plastic card carved and sanded to 
shape, but no doubt drop tanks or bomb 
bodies, if there are any left in the spares 
box, could be adapted. 

The model was finished as WK111 B' of 
360 Squadron but the choice is again a wide 
one. Particular care must be taken when 
selecting which aircraft to model as there is 
no set pattern of finish as far as the radar 
nose and blisters are concerned. Some air- 
craft have the nose and all blisters black, 
others have the nose grey and blisters 
black, yet others have a combination of 
black and grey blisters and black or grey 
nose cones. At the Canberra Meet at Cot- 
tesmore last year the following 360 Squad- 
ron aircraft were present: WD955 ‘Q’; 
WJ633 ‘F’; WH665 'J'; WK111 'B'; WJ565 'C'; 
WK1 02 'A'; none of these followed any iden- 
tical pattern as far as nose finishes were 
concerned so the choice is wide open. 

One aircraft at Cottesmore, WJ633 ‘F’, 
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the end result was a much neater nose than 
could be achieved with balsa, and all plastic 
to bootl I am not for one moment suggest- 
ing that a Lancaster kit is purchased just to 
obtain the mid-upper turret, but the exam- 
ple does serve to show just how the most 
unlikely parts will come in useful one day if 
your particular forte happens to be convert- 
ing plastic kits to other marks or variants. 

Whichever method is used, once the new 
nose has been shaped and fitted the four 
blisters can be added. For these I used 
bomb bodies for the side two and parts of 
drop tanks for the ones top and bottom. I 
cannot advise the reader which kits these 
came from but it is a safe bet that any self- 
respecting spares box will contain any 
quantity of such objects that will be suit- 
able. 

The bulge under the nose is truncated at 
the rear from which extend two (presum- 
ably) cable ducts. These were made from 
Slaters rod which was cemented to the 
fuselage in the correct position with liquid 
cement, then built up into a square cross- 
section with Green Stuff. 

It should be carefully noted that the duct 
on the starboard side ends at the rear of the 
nose wheel undercarriage door, while that 
on the port side is shorter, ending about 
half-way along the door. 

On the centre-line of the bomb bay there 
are three blisters at equidistant spacing and 
at the rear of the doors, set just below the 
opening hinge line, are two large scoops 
that face towards the rear. All five pieces 
again came from bomb bodies and drop 
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tanks but can also be made from sprue and 
filler. Bomb bodies also provide the two 
blisters at the tail and the small blade aerial 
that protrudes from the undernose blister is 
fashioned from 20 thou plastic card. 
Another blade aerial is fitted to the top of 
the fuselage aft of the cockpit and this was 


also made from plastic card with stretchea 
sprue dipoles fitted to its top. 

The T17 has a variety of aerials sprouting 
from its fuselage and also two on the fin. 
The latter are made from 20 thou plastic 
card sanded to aerofoil section and fitted in 
place where two engraved removable 
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had the new 360 Squadron badge on its fin, 
this is the moth emblem reproduced on the 
drawing page. This is a species Melese 
Laodamia Druce, which is a moth equipped 
with a receiver which picks up the high 
frequency signals from the Al Radar of bats. 
To the moth, bats are hostile, so it transmits 
a signal on the same frequency used by the 
bat thus effectively jamming the hostile cre- 
atures' search radar and avoiding its own 
destruction. Thus the moth was in the Elec- 
tronic Counter Measures business long 
before man thought of it, and it makes an 
appropriate emblem for the squadron that is 
engaged in the same line of busininess. 

The old 360 emblem of the number super- 
imposed on a streak of lightning will even- 
tually be replaced by the new one, but 
check the model you have chosen first 
before applying it. It is also as well to check 
the type of national markings applied for 
some of the T17s at Cottesmore had the 
red/white/blue markings and not the low 
visibility markings as shown on WK111. If 
you chose the latter style of marking the 
fuselage roundels can be obtained from one 
of the Modeldecal sheets which include 
them for the Hunter, Lightning and Phan- 
tom, but the top wing markings will have to 
be hand-painted unless a set of the correct 
size become available on a specialist sheet 
of markings. 

The T17 is finished in the standard light 
grey undersurfaces with dark sea grey/dark 
green camouflage top surfaces. Finish is 
semi-gloss. 

Canberra T22 

The Royal Navy have used several ver- 
sions of the Canberra including the U10 
radio controlled drone used by 728 Squad- 
ron Fleet Air Arm at Hal Far, Malta, for trials 
with the Seaslug ship-to-air missile. The 
latest, and possibly last version — although 
only time will tell just how many variations 
of this unique aeroplane are possible — is 
the T22 which again is used by the Royal 
Navy. This aircraft has a Buccaneer nose 
cone fitted to the nose and is used in a simi- 
lar role to that of the Til by FRADTU at 
Yeovilton. , 

The conversion is similar to that carried 
out on the full-size aircraft and is achieved 
by marrying a Buccaneer nose to the Airfix 
kit. Once again it is not suggested that a 




Top author's model of 722 WH801 '850', a 
Yeovilton based aircraft. Above close-up of 
underwing scoop on a 717. Right close-up 
of underside of 717 model nose. Foot of 
page 722 showing extensive markings be- 
neath canopy (BAC). 


separate Buccaneer is purchased specifi- 
cally for this purpose, but it is certainly one 
way of doing the conversion. Another 
alternative is to use one of the spare nose 
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cones supplieu in the Airfix F4 Phantom II 
kit. This component is almost the right 
shape and can easily be modified to the cor- 
rect outline by deft use of a craft knife and 
wet and dry paper. The original Airfix 
Blackburn NA2 (forerunner of the Buc- 
caneer) or the Frog and Matchbox Buc- 
caneer kits can be robbed of the vital com- 
ponent. Work is required on all of these to 
make them fit the Canberra kit but it is not 
as tedious as carving a wooden block to the 
correct shape. 

Aerials are addea to both sides of the fin 
in the same positions and styles as for the 
T17 and there is also a similar blade aerial 
aft of the cockpit. A tri-pole aerial is fitted to 
the T17 and T22 inboard of the port engine 
on the top surface of the wing. This is made 
by drilling three equal spaced holes and 
cementing three masts to these, they can be 
made from sprue, plastic card, Slaters rod 
filed flat or fins from rockets from the 
invaluable spares box. Make sure that the 
heights of each mast vary so that when the 
aerial, which is stretched sprue, is fitted to 
the top of them, it follows the curve of the 
wing surface. 

This aircraft is finished in light aircraft 
grey overall with dayglo bands in the trainer 
positions. Roundels are from the Airfix kit 
and the serial and 'ROYAL NAVY' is from 
Letraset. 

General 

All four conversions are fitted with a vari- 
ety of whip and blade aerials that can be 
made from sprue or plastic card and fitted 
where shown in the photographs and draw- 
ings. Most of the markings can be obtained 
from the Airfix kit but Modeldecal sheets 25 
and 26 feature two Canberras and these are 
a worthwhile source of stencil markings etc. 
Care must be taken when fitting some of the 
ancillary markings such as the ejector seat 
warning triangles, fire extinguisher and 
escape axe markings, as these are by no 
means common in shape or position on dif- 
ferent Canberras or indeed, those of the 
same mark. 

Letraset and Blick Dryprint lettering is a 
useful source for serials and codes as well 
as the black walkway lines on the top sur- 
faces of wings. 

As mentioned at the start of this article, 
there are many other Canberra conversions 
that can be made from the Airfix kit includ- 
ing the Martin B57 and its derivatives, if the 
editor is willing some of these will be 
detailed in a further article later this year 
(OK! Ed). 

Information is available on the Canberra 
from a variety of sources and it has been 
featured in articles and pictorial features by 
most of the aviation magazines and periodi- 
cals. In addition to the Airfix Magazine arti- 
cle already mentioned, useful data can also 
be found in Profile No 54, 7he World’s Fight- 
ing 'Planes by William Green, Flight Interna- 
tional for May 8 1969, Aircraft Illustrated 
May 1972, M.A.P. Planpack 2706 and IPMS 
Magazine for July/August 1974. 

I am indebted to the British Aircraft Cor- 
poration of Preston and Richard Leask 
Ward for their invaluable help in the prep- 
aration of this article. 
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AFTER THE DISASTROUS 'Time of Troubles' in 
the early 17th Century, Russia began to 
recover under her first Romanoff Tsars, and 
in the 1630s a new paid force began to be 
raised, consisting of four 'German' infantry 
regiments (in fact also containing English, 
Dutch and Scots mercenaries), and six 
'Soldiers’ regiments of Russian infantry 
trained and equipped on the same lines, 
and with foreign officers. The basic regi- 
mental organisation was intended to be of 
960 musketeers and 640 pikemen, in eight 
companies. 

The ‘German’ regiments were dressed 
and equipped in Western fashion as shown, 
their dress being colourful and non- 
uniform; the Russian ones were armed the 
same but dressed similarly to the Streltsi. 
Later on the foreign troops tended to be 
replaced by new Russian units like the two 
'Vibornie' (= chosen or elite) Moscow infan- 
try regiments (1642). 

Also under Michael Romanoff (1613-45) 
foreign or foreign-style cavalry units were 
introduced. These consisted of ‘Reiters' 
wearing helmet and corselet and armed 
with a sword, two pistols and a carbine; 
dragoons with long musket, sword and 
short lance; 'Hussars' or Lancers in imita- 
tion of the Poles, with lance and sabre; and 
Cossacks' armed like the Reiters. The tradi- 
tional cavalry still predominated, in fact in 
the 1632 campaign against Poland there 
were only 7,000 of all the new troops as 
against 33,000 of the traditional types. 

By this period the 'Sons of the Boyars' 
had adopted firearms to a limited extent. 
Tartars, as in the 16th Century, were widely 
employed, and they, like Bashkir and Kal- 
muk auxiliaries, still relied exclusively on 
the bow (the latter in fact up to Napoleonic 
times). 


Guards 

Apart from the 2,000 ‘Streltsi of the Stirrup' 
mentioned last month (who wore red), and 
the permanently-paid cavalry, the Tsars at 
various times had special guard units. The 
'Rindi' (men at arms) founded by Ivan III, 
were an immediate foot bodyguard of axe- 
men; on campaign they would have been 
equipped as noble cavalry. This might also 
be true of the 'Jiltsi' founded by Ivan the 
Terrible, who provided a guard of honour of 
50 to 100 halberdiers, in coloured caftans 
and gold brocade hats, but also included 
later a mounted guard as shown. Ivan also 
raised the dreaded ‘Oprichniks’ clad in 
black robes and pointed hoods, with a dog's 
head and a broom at their saddlebow, but 
this short-lived force were political police 
rather than soldiers. Even shorter lived 
(1605-6) were the guards of the 'False Dimit- 
ri’, 100, with partisans, in red with gold 
embroidery, 100 halberdiers in violet with 
red sleeves and red cord trim, and 100 with 
green sleeves and trim; their weapons were 
decorated with velvet, bound with silver 
wire, and had gold and silver fringes. 

Cossacks 

Cossacks were not a race but an anarchic 
society of free frontiersmen developing in 
the Dneiper-Don area at the beginning of 
our period. They did not really recognise the 
Tsar's — or anyone's — authority, but 
played a considerable role as mercenaries 
in Russian as in other service — they fought 
regularly for the Poles (see Airfix Magazine, 
June 1974), who by 1625 had six Cossack 
regiments of 1 ,000 men each, as well as on 
their own behalf against Turks and Tartars. 
They even fought for France in the Low 
Countries in the late 17th Century, and 
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Grand 
Banner of 
Ivan the 
Ferrible’s reign 
(about 1560). Rectangle 
on left skv blue, triangle to 
right ecru. Outer border 
bilberry, inner poppy red, decora- 
tions and edges gold. Circle on left 
darker blue, cherubim and edge gold, Christ 
white on white horse, gold stars. In rectangle, 
heavenly hosts also white, white horses, gold halos. 
Circle to right white, stars etc gold. Archangel Michael 
on white horse with gold wings. All other decoration gold. 
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a and b pikeman and musketeer ot a German' regiment, 1630s. There is nothing very striking 
about their dress and equipment, which is fairly typical of the period, c Rindi' in ceremonial 
costume, guarding the Tsar. He wears white fur hat, white coat with ermine trim and gold 
chains crossed over his chest and back, and carries a highly decorated axe. d Zaporozian with 
Berdische poleaxe — they often fought stripped to the waist, e late 16th Century Cossack 
arquebusier fighting in Siberia. His 'striped' garment may be padded for protection. The flag 
is from the same period and place: it seems to be stiff and is supported by a strut or cord from 
the pole, f mounted Jiltsi of 1670s. Note wings similar to those of Polish hussars, and gilt 
metal ‘dragon’ attached to ceremonial lance, g Cossack, early 17th Century, armed with bow 
and light lance. Costume much as later Cossacks. Large, square, saddle cloth, h high-ranking 
Cossack of mid-17th Century. Plumed, fur-trimmed cap, fur-collared cloak fastened by loops 
and jewelled clasp, ankle-length robe as for Russian nobles. Note mace, a sign of rank. 


those who seized Azov from the Turks in 
1637 were on their way to serve the Shah of 
Persia! 

Poland employed them as early as 1524, 
and another of Ivan the Terrible's military 
reforms was to set up a system of Regis- 
tered’ cossacks like those of the Poles. At 
Pskov, 1581 , there were 500 Cossacks in the 
Russian army fighting the Poles, and from 
Ivan's time Cossacks were conquering 
Siberia, more or less on behalf of the Tsar, 
Though superb fighters, they were not 
entirely to be relied on, and were to be 
found supporting the rebellions of the 
'False Dimitri’ and of Bogdan Khmelnitsky 
(1648). 

Primarily, the Cossacks were cavalry, rid- 
ing hardy ponies, and armed with light 
lance, bow and sabre, later adding firearms 
(by the 1650s the Tsars demanded a carbine 
and two pistols as standard). However, they 
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could also operate dismounted and also 
provided good infantry, using berdische 
poleaxe, musket and pike. Foot expeditions 
often travelled by river, in 'chaika' or sea- 
gulls, open craft 60 by 12 feet, with up to 30 
oars and 60 rowers, and steering paddles at 
bow and stern. 

Cossacks did not wear armour, and were 


dressed in a style similar to that of later 
times, with blouses or coats of Russian 
style, often red, baggy trousers like those of 
the Turks, and sheepskin or fur-trimmed 
caps. Zaporozians, chiefly infantry, shaved 
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the Fishbed-D — a limited 
all-weather variant — is manu- 
factured under licence by the 
Hindustan Aeronautics com- 
pany. In the Indian Air 
Force it serves alongside 
Hawker Siddeley Gnats and 
Hawker Hunters! A tight 
security clamp still surrounds 
the aircraft. 


wings - mistaken for a 1"#S OIlO fflAllfir V. J ■ a Z, 

different type by NATO J/WVV GUIlUr afterburner .s removable, 

observers and designated bOlllltV and the lifelike p. lot figure 

"Faceplate " - and one with UWWm F s.ts amongst a wealth of 

a delta configuration. Both Naturally, much of the detail ,, l / p. P° c P 1 aetaM - ' wo 

commenced flight trials in about Soviet military aircraft . ° missiles are under- 
1 955. types remains obscure and - wing-mounted. This model 

The first production variant, just as the U.S.S.R. wanted to ® a ." of DC m ^.,c- 
Fishbed-A, entered squadron get a Mirage — the Western 113 ,, c . ' P 

service in 1 959 and was soon powers itched to study a or a ls bed-fc ( s,milar 

followed by the mass- MiG-21 . A bounty of 1 25,000 *° ™®~~ ® xc ® pt , '°. r l 

production Fishbed-C. A dollars was finally collected broad cbord vertical tail 

purely day fighter, the Fishbed- by an Iraqi major who surfaces). Four colour 

C has been widely exported defected to Israel with his eca □ ar ? inc| uded for 
and serves in many Eastern aircraft in 1966. A flight of ™® Huss,an and North 
European and Middle Eastern Algerian pilots is reported to Vietnamese air forces 
air forces. The type played a have landed in Israel the your stockist NOW. 
prominent part in the 1973 following year. Anyway, it is ? S p 1G ? test addltlon to 
Vom Kippur war. Armament is an open secret that at least the Revel1 ran 9e. 

one 30mm cannon and two two MiG-21s have found CAT. NO. H267 

K-13 "Atoll" infra-red air-to- their way to the United There are 37 other superb 
air missiles (or two 16 x 55mm States. 1 /32nd models in Revell's 

rocket pods). Provision is The latest-known MiG-21 range of over 270 action 
made for two Rocket-Assisted variant is the Fishbed-J, packed Kits. 

Take-Off units. beefed-up to carry extra fuel Revell are the World's 

A curious export customer for and avionics. This version has largest manufacturer of 

the MiG-21 is India, where low-altitude supersonic cap- 

ability. At least 5,000 MiG-21 s 
have been built, although the 
‘i, jf - true number is probably nearer 

10,000. It is considered a 
good performer at high altitude 
— and a string of international 
performance records substan- 
c tiate the claim. 

■ Western criticism of the type 

centres around its limited 
armament-carrying ability and 
ttT-™ its smal1 r adius of action. But 

— — at the same time — it must 

• Iffy be remembered that a MiG-21 

— costs around half as much as a 

Dassault Mirage. 


low-cost gun 
and missile 
platform 


aboxfuli 
of action 

Revell (G.B.) Ltd., 

Cranborne Road, Potters Bar, 
Herts. Tel : Potters Bar 58261 . 





7 

ri— 









J 






d e 

a - g Moscow Streltsi flags, a 1st Regt: border yellow, cross white, ground raspberry; 2nd 
Regt: border yellow, cross white, ground grey; 3rd Regt: border white, cross raspberry, 
ground green; 8th Regt: green, white and orange respectively; 14th Regt: white, yellow and 
green, b 4th Regt: border white, cross yellow, ground cranberry, corners yellow; 5th Regt: 
white, yellow, red, clear blue respectively; 6th Regt: clear green, dark raspberry, yellow and 
white; 7th Regt: black, yellow, clear green and yellow, c 13th Regt: border and ornaments 
white, cross blue, ground bilberry, dllth Regt: corners yellow, borders white and blue, cross 
black, ground raspberry, e 9th Regt: stripes white, yellow and red, ground and corners cerise, 
cross white. 1 12th Regt: cross white, ornaments cerise, ground black, stripes yellow and 
cerise, g 10th Regt: cross black, ornaments raspberry, ground orange, corners white, stripes 
green and white, h - m earlier Streltsi flags, h pole blue, corners red, border white, centre red, 
‘flowers' red, stars, cross etc gold, i pole raspberry, border green, cross black, ground white, 
stars raspberry. J pole violet, corners black, cross white with small red crosses on it, ground 
red, moons and stars yellow, border emerald green, medium blue and light yellow, k pole 
dark rose, corners dark blue with red ornaments, borders red and white, small cross at top 
yellow, main cross yellow, cross at centre red, ground light blue. I pole dark rose, corners dark 
blue, flowers red, border white and yellow, cross red, ground dark blue, m pole 
raspberry, border light yellow, main cross white, ground red, small cross and stars white. 
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Continued from page 484 

their heads except for a top-knot but wore 
long moustaches, while Terek and Yaik 
Cossacks wore large beards. 

They seem to have employed a simple 
decimal organisation in 100s and 1,000s 
and in battle formed in up to three crescent 
lines of 'lava', threatening to outflank the 
enemy, and against the Tartars or similar 
enemies made good use of their wagon 
train for defence. Guns and wagons 
advanced in two parallel columns, wheeling 
in to form a triangular wagon-laager or 
'Tabor' when attacked, the wagons chained 
together, or even overturned and banked up 
with earth. 
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Artillery and train 

Ivan the Terrible was said to be ‘well fur- 
nished with great ordnance' and another 
aspect of his reforms was his creation of the 
artillery arm, involving the hiring of foreign 
gunners and gun-founders. His guns 
included mortars and a wide range of 
'brass' cannon which put on quite an effec- 
tive display outside Moscow. Guns pro- 
duced in Russia included the 'Tsar Puchka' 
(King of cannon), which at 36 inch calibre 
and 17 foot length is supposed to be the 
largest cannon built. According to an 
English witness Ivan had no less than seven 
such pieces among his artillery! 

In the 1580s the Tsar had at least 170 
pieces, and a large number were taken into 
the field against the Poles, but the artillery 
was rather immobile and its effects limited 
by lack of understanding of its use, even in 
the f7th Century. 

The Russians had their own version of the 


similar to those of the Poles, but also a pre- 
fabricated wooden wall with loopholes, car- 
ried in the wagons and set up as a long 
double wall with a nine foot space between 
and closed ends, from which the infantry 
could fire. 

Flags etc 

Cossack Atamans or leaders used horse- 
tails like the Tartars, but Cossacks also used 
large triangular flags, like the crimson one 
carried by Mazeppa's followers later; also 
square or other flags with religious subjects 
like the red banner of Bogdan Khmelnitsky, 
which had an archangel on it. Types of Rus- 
sian flags are illustrated. Under Ivan III the 
two-headed black eagle derived from 
Byzantium was adopted in place of St 
George and the Dragon, but the latter 
remained a very usual emblem on Russian 
banners, and also appeared on a medal 
awarded for bravery as early as the 1580s. 

I would like to thank Alex Marcoff for 


n 17th Century cavalry flag. Pole red; 
rectangle ground emerald green, eagle red, 
stars yellow; tails red, wavy knives green 
with orange handles, left stars orange, 
centre green, moons orange. o17th Century 
infantry flag. Border grey, ornaments at 
sides red, at corners red circles with black 
motifs. Centre sky blue with white ‘toothed’ 
border, lion and unicorn white, p 1 7th Cen- 
tury cavalry flag. Pole black; rectangle 
ground blue, corners and central diamond 
white; border blue at top and bottom, black 
on sides, corners red. Tail red with white 
border, q late 15th Century cavalry flag. 
Panels gold, white, red reading away from 
pole, r 17th Century cavalry flag. Pole grey; 
rectangle ground white with red ‘star’ and 
border, central cross white. Tails white, red, 
white from top to bottom, s 17th Century 
cavalry flag. Light brown, gold border. 
Circle, dragon, lion, stars and eagle gold; 
cross on eagle and wings of dragon silver, t 


wagon laager, the 'gulay gorod’ or ‘walking his assistance in the preparation of this two sides of 17th Century cornet, made of 

castle'. Not only had they protected wagons article. □ patterned or embroidered taffeta. All 

borders gold, square ecru, tails sky blue. 
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1 Spitfire Mk VB 

2 KM Prinz Eugen 

3 Scorpion tank 

4 George Washington 

5 ‘Tribal’ Class destroyers 

6 French Imperial Guard 


1 

the supermarine Spitfire must surely be 
the best-known fighter aircraft of all time 
and this new 1:72 scale construction kit of 
the Mk VB aircraft is sure to make it an even 
more popular subject to model. 

Two versions can be constructed with this 
35-part kit — an RAF or a USAAF machine. 
Retractable undercarriage, pilot, exhausts, 
propeller and Browning machine-guns are 
all finely detailed and can be finished by 
painting using the colour guide provided on 
the instruction leaflet. 

More than 5,000 VBs were built, serving in 
Russia, the Middle and Far East as well as in 
Europe. The aircraft had a top speed of 371 
mph at 20,100 feet, rate of climb 3,250 feet 
per minute and a service ceiling of 37,500 
feet. The VB was introduced in 1941 and 
was armed with two 20 mm cannon and four 
Browning machine-guns. 

Price of this kit is 34p. 


Below the 00/HO French Imperial Guard 
figures. Above right the Collectors' Series 
model of George Washington. 


2 

VICTOR OF THE battle with HMS Hood and 
survivor of the daring 'Channel Dash' of 
1942, the German heavy cruiser KM Prinz 
Eugen now becomes the subject of a sup- 
erbly detailed model in the Airfix 1 :600 scale 
warships series. 

This exciting model depicts the ship as 
she was during the English Channel opera- 
tion of February 1942 when Hitler ordered 
the return of the capital ships Scharnhorst, 
Gneisenau and Prinz Eugen from the 
French port of Brest to Norway. 

The impressively sleek lines of this power- 
ful ship are beautifully reproduced and 
much fine detail has been put into the 
superstructure — from the eight 8-inch 
guns of her main armament down to the 
spare float for the ship's Arado reconnais- 
sance seaplane. Modelled from the original 
shipyard plans, the kit incorporates a wealth 
of intricate detail in its 151 parts. 

Prinz Eugen, the seventh ship to bear this 
name, was launched in 1938 and was one of 
the 'Hipper' Class heavy cruisers. Her battle 
honours include the engagement with HMS 
Hood in 1941, Baltic convoy escort opera- 
tions in 1943-44 and the bombardment of 
Russian positions late in the war. She sur- 
rendered to the British in 1945 and under 
American command became one of the 
ships assigned to the atomic tests at Bikini 
Atoll in the Pacific in 1946. In December 
1947 she capsized in shallow water at Kwa- 
jalein Atoll — a sad end for a proud ship. 

The completed kit measures 14 inches 
long, 1’/2 inches wide and 3’/2 inches high. A 
full colour guide for painting the model is 
provided which can be used in conjunction 
with the striking box top illustration. Prinz 



Eugen's secondary and anti-aircraft arma- 
ment is accurately reproduced together 
with the ship's radar, range-finding equip- 
ment and torpedo tubes. Special features 
include rotating and elevating guns in the 
main turrets, two moveable cranes and 
optional full or waterline hull. The concise 
tri-lingual instruction leaflet gives a stage- 
by-stage assembly sequence. Price is El .1 9. 


3 

the latest addition to the 00/HO armoured 
vehicles series is a Scorpion armoured 
reconnaissance vehicle. This construction 
kit contains 65 highly detailed pieces accu- 
rately reproducing the armaments, tracks, 
searchlight in the turret, Radiac mast (nu- 
clear fall-out detector) and all the fine detail 
and riveting. There are detailed assembly 
instructions and full colour illustrations for 
use as a painting guide. Price of the kit is 
25p. 

The Scorpion is the first all-aluminium 
armoured vehicle in the world and was 
designed to replace the Ferret scout car. It 
is currently in service with the British Army 
and large export orders are expected for 
this highly manoeuvrable armoured recon- 
naissance vehicle. 

Optional parts are provided in this kit for a 
Scimitar armed with Rarden 30 mm gun 
which, along with the Spartan, Striker, Sul- 
tan, Samaritan and Samson, is a member of 
the Scorpion family of vehicles (see Airfix 
Magazine, December 1974 and March 
1975). A colour photograph useful to any- 
one making this kit appeared on the cover 
of our June 1974 issue, and last month an 
article on building the Fox armoured car 
using Scorpion parts. 


4 

this beautifully detailed model depicts 
George Washington in full dress uniform on 
horseback. The kit, containing 31 parts, is 
moulded in white polystyrene and there are 
two, different view, colour illustrations on 



the instruction leaflet which should be 
studied as a guide for painting the model. 
The head of the figure can be positioned at 
varying angles to give a slightly different 
aspect to the finished model. 

All the intricate detail of belts, straps and 
horse harness can be perfectly reproduced 
by using the template on the instruction 
leaflet and the plastic sheet provided. When 
assembled, the model measures approxi- 
mately 3’/2 inches high, and costs 34p. 

George Washington was promoted to 
Commander-in-Chief of Continental Con- 
gress in June 1775, after the start of the War 
of Independence in April of that year, 
replacing General Artemas Ward. A brilliant 
and courageous leader, Washington sur- 
mounted defeats and setbacks and finally 
led his army to victory. The peace treaty was 
signed in Paris in September 1783. 


5 

the third introduction in the Airfix series of 
1:1,200 scale snap-together waterline con- 
struction kits is a pack containing two 'Tri- 
bal' Class destroyers. Any two of the 16 
ships in this class can be constructed from 
this pack, but perhaps the best-known of all 
is HMS Cossack. 

There are 20 snap-together parts 
moulded in grey polystyrene, giving a 
wealth of detail in the armaments and life- 
boats on the deck of the destroyer. Because 
of their snap-fit, these kits can be assem- 
bled in a matter of minutes and can also be 
painted with the help of the colour guide 
provided. Price is 25p. 

The Waterline series has been produced 
for wargamers and modellers who wish to 
re-enact famous sea actions and battles. 

The Tribal Class was one of the most 
powerful and famous in service with the 
Royal Navy during the Second World War. 
Between 1936 and 1938, 16 were built but 
only four survived the war to carry on in ser- 
vice with the Canadian and Australian 
navies until the late 60 s. 


6 

the INTRODUCTION of the Grenadiers of the 
French Imperial Guard brings to a total of 
eight the Waterloo figure sets in 00/HO 
scale — four British and four French. The 
set contains 48 pieces depicting the Gre- 
nadiers in a variety of realistic battle poses 
— kneeling firing, advancing with bayonets 
fixed, standing firing, loading, etc. A wealth 
of intricate detail has been put into the uni- 
forms and weaponry and the figures can be 
painted with Airfix enamels. 

The Imperial Guard was formed in 1804 
from senior infantry regiments of the 
Grenadiers and Chasseurs which had com- 
prised Napoleon's Consular Guard at the 
Battle of Marengo. This Guard was later 
known as the Old Guard, who were the real 
veterans who had fought close to Napoleon 
himself. 300 of the Grenadiers accompanied 
Napoleon in his exile on Elba to return in 
1815 as the Elba Battalion and number 
among the 1st Regiment of Grenadiers at 
Waterloo. 

Almost the last act of the battle was the 
advance of the Imperial Guard, but this was 


repulsed by the British and their allies. The 
Old Guard stood by Napoleon to the end 
and although they ceased to exist when he 
was banished to St Helena, they remain as a 
great military legend. This set will therefore 


be especially popular with wargamers who 
can now assemble whole battalions and 
regiments of Old Guard (and other Gre- 
nadier) figures at very low cost — 25p per 
set. 
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uniforms 


1660-1900 


The 1st The Royal Dragoons c.1742 by Bryan Fosten 


JOHN CHURCHILL, the first Duke of Marl- 
borough, was the first Colonel of this elite 
British cavalry regiment, Subsequently, and 
until the period under review, the regiment 
had several eminent Colonels including the 
Earl of Clarendon, in 1685 and again in 
1688, the Earl of Strafford in 1697, and the 
third Duke of Marlborough following his 
illustrious forbear in 1739. The Colonel in 
1742 was Lt General Henry Hawley. 


For details of the uniforms of this period 
we have to resort mainly to the famous col- 
oured plate work called the 'Representation 
of Cloathing of His Majesty’s Household 
and all the Forces upon the Establishment 
of Great Britain and Ireland 1742'. This book 
is said to have been commissioned by the 
great Duke of Cumberland to act as a form 

Continued on page 492 


Left and right front and side views of a trooper. Below front and 
rear view of a coat of the period showing how the buttons are set 
on. The shoulder knot of the Royal Dragoons was on the left 
shoulder. Note how the shoulder strap is depicted. In some con- 
temporary illustrations it appears on top of the shoulder, in others 
deliberately to the rear. Also shown, at bottom, is a gauntlet. 
Below right a general view of the saddlery. For the Royals, this 
was blue with yellow and white embroidery for the saddle cloth 
and housings, and blackened leather for the saddlery. 
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The first detailed book 
on the subject! 

No figure modeller dare ignore it 

Modelling Miniature 
Figures 


Edited by Bruce Quarrie 

No other publication on this subject has gone into such detail about the 
different scales, materials and techniques that can be used when modelling, 
converting and animating model soldiers and other miniature figures. 


Above six views of the hat, which is invari- 
ably tilted forward with the front corner over 
the left eye. Below the pouch, pouch belt 
and flask with the cord, blue for the Royals, 
passing through two little hoops at the back 
of the pouch belt. Different flasks are shown 
as several different styles are shown in old 
prints. The waistbelt with the sword and 
bayonet suspended from a frog. Different 
designs of basket hilt are shown for this 
period. 


Edited by Bruce Quarrie 


Individual chapters are written by renowned modellers, many of whom have 
written for Airfix Magazine, and between them they cover figures ranging 
from the tiny Airfix plastic soldiers to expensive large-scale metal pieces. 
They include Donald Featherstone writing on metal casting (a useful process 
for wargamers who need lots of small figures), Martin Rendall on wood 
carving (a technique that may be new to many modellers), Roy Dilley on 
making the realistic dioramas for which he is famous, and Sid Horton on 
Airfix figures (of course!). The book is profusely illustrated with photos of 
figures under construction and finished, as well as line drawings showing 
specific conversion techniques and examples. Lists of manufacturers and 
their addresses, accessories, societies, and books for further reference make 
this an invaluable purchase for anybody making model figures in any scale. 
152 pages, 9" x 6" (228 x 152 mm), 88 photos and 119 line drawings. 

£3.75 net (£3.98 by post) 

Published by 

rn Patrick Stephens Limited 

lilstsl Bar Hill, Cambridge, CB3 8EL. Telephone Crafts Hill 80010 


To Your leading bookseller or model shop of Patrick Stephens Limited 
Please send me one copy of MODELLING MINIATURE FIGURES. 


I enclose my remittance of £3.75 (£3.99 if ordering direct from the publisher). 


Name 


Address 


Please use block capitals 







The jacked leather boot with 
box spurs and canvas boot 
stockings. These were some- 
times made of white cloth and 
were worn on the knee to 
protect the breeches from 
wear and discoloration from 
the blacking applied to the 
boots. Many variations are 
shown but it is known that 
the Royals had two yellow 
tabs for attaching to the 
breeches, presumably with 
buttons. 


Continued from page 490 

of uniform regulation for the forces. Each 
plate illustrates a soldier of a regiment of 
cavalry, foot or marines and gives a superb 
insight into the types of dress worn by sol- 
diers of the period. 

The plate for the 1st Dragoons shows a 
mounted trooper with slung carbine, but to 
attempt to reconstruct the uniforms of the 
remainder of the regiment it is necessary to 
use a little imagination. Apart from the mis- 
cellaneous portraits of officers of other 
regiments there is very little concrete evi- 
dence which we can use. However with the 
aid of reports by inspecting General Offic- 
ers, newspaper reports and descriptions in 
gentlemens’ journals of the time it is possi- 
ble to arrive at an intelligent projection of 
their uniform within the bounds of reasona- 
ble possibility. The following descriptions 
have been achieved in this way using the 
1742 book trooper as a basis. 

Officers 

Black beaver or fine felt cocked hats 
bound with gold lace and with a black silk 
bow-folded cockade retained by a fine black 
cord and a regimental gilt button. The hair 
was generally cropped short and covered 
with hair wigs of the bushy type which fol- 
lowed the discontinuation of the very long 
perriwig of the first decade. Wigs were 
powdered for parades and inspections. 

A long skirted single-breasted scarlet 
coat with a low scarlet collar and with blue 
linings. The two fronts of the collar were 
trimmed with blue collar tabs and the cuffs 
were also blue, the linings of the coat show- 
ing due to the deeply pleated skirts being 
turned back and fastened with gold buttons. 
The collar patches were decorated with 
small gold loops and buttons and the fronts 
of the coat decorated with similar loops and 
buttons, the latter set on at the outer ends. 
The blue cuffs were split and the sleeve 
closed with a long wide red slash reaching 
almost to the elbow and trimmed with gold 
loops and buttons, three on the cuff itself 
and a further three on the sleeve above. 

The rear of the coat was further trimmed 
with two pairs of gold looping on each side 
of the central vent. A gold button was sewn 
at the top of each set of side pleats at waist 
level and there were vertical pockets set in 
the skirts, each decorated with two pairs of 


loops and buttons. On the left shoulder of 
the coat a gold knot was worn similar in 
pattern to an aigulette. 

The waistcoat was of fine white cloth with 
small gilt buttons and two pockets, one on 
each front near the lower edge. 

Red breeches were worn in long ‘roll-up’ 
buttoned oversocks. 

Black jacked boots were worn with three 
inch knee pieces and buckled on spurs. 

The crimson net sash was worn over the 
left shoulder and the sword belt was worn 
under the coat and over the waistcoat. The 
sword was a long straight-bladed weapon 
with a full steel basket hilt and had a leather 
scabbard with a steel chape. 

Sergeants 

Wore better quality coats than the troop- 
ers with a broad gold ‘orris’ pattern lace on 
the edges of the cuffs and pockets. Gilded 
buttons. Gold shoulder knot. Buff waist- 
coats, red breeches with a gold trim up the 
outside of the legs. Gold laced hat. 

Corporals 

Same red coat as troopers with a narrow 
’orris’ pattern gold lace edge to the cuffs, 
the pockets and on the shoulder strap. Yel- 
low silk shoulder knot. Hats with gold lace 
binding. 

Troopers 

Coarse black felt cocked hats bound with 
narrow gold lace. Black cloth cockade with 
black loop and brass regimental button. 

Red coat faced with dark blue. Low red 
collar with dark blue patches on the fronts. 
The cuffs were also blue and the pleated full 
skirts buttoned back to show the blue lin- 
ings. Yellow looping set on as described for 
the officer, and with brass buttons. Blue 
waistcoats. Red breeches with two yellow 
loops fastening the canvas boot stockings 
to the breeches. Yellow wool knot on the 
left shoulder. 

Broad buff leather belt over the left 
shoulder supporting a large blackened 
leather cartridge pouch. Blue flask cord. 
Sword of a similar pattern as described for 
the officer worn in a double frog from a 
waistbelt worn over the waistcoat but under 
the coat. 

Carbine carried on a broad buff leather 
strap over the right shoulder, butt down. □ 


JE 195 Squadron (c) 

Reformed October 1944 as a bomber 
squadron equipped with Lancaster l/llls. 
Letters worn on aircraft of ’C’ Flight, eg 
JE:G-JB475. Disbanded August 14 1945. 

JF 3 Squadron (c) 

The unit began the war coded QO. Its letters 
were changed to JF in May 1944 soon after 
it equipped with Tempest Vs. Example 
JF:T-NV767 used March-April 1945. Later 
re-coded J5. 

JF 1654 Conversion Unit (c) 

Formed May 19 1942 at Swinderby with 
eight Lancasters and eight Manchesters. 
Moved to Wigsley June 15 1942. Received 
Stirling Ills at the end of 1943, eg JF:M- 
LK502 in use March 1944 until written off in 
a flying accident May 27 1944. These were 
replaced by Lancasters at the end of 1944, 
eg JF:R-HK681. 

JG 17 OTU (c) 

See under AY for details. Examples of JG 
coded aircraft: Wellingtons JG:A-NA795, 
JG:Z-PG134; Spitfire VB JG:H-BL415. Some 
of the unit’s last Blenheim Is (which flew 
from Steeple Morden) carried letter-number 
individual identity such as JG:17. 

JH 317 Squadron (c) 

Formed February 22 1941, disbanded 
December 18 1946. Successively flew Hurri- 
cane Is, eg JH.X-V7339 used February-July 
1941; Hurricane IIAs used July-October 
1941; Spitfire VBs used October 1941- 
September 1943, eg JH:Q-W3424, a 
machine operated November 1941 to May 
1942; Mk IXs September 1943 to May 1945, 
eg JH:P-ML192; and Spitfire XVIs used May 
1945 to December 1946, eg JH:M-TD128. 

Jl 514 Squadron (c) 

Formed September 1 1943 and based at 
Waterbeach from November 1943. Used 
Lancaster lls until mid-1944, eg JLC-LL625 
in use November 1943 until lost during a 
Berlin raid of March 25 1944. Lancaster l/llls 
gradually replaced the lls in the summer of 

1944, eg JLB-LM719. Squadron disbanded 
August 22 1945. 

JJ 305th Bomb Group, USAAF (c) 

Letters carried on B-17s of 422nd Bomb 
Squadron from December 1942 until July 

1945. 

JK Details of allocation unknown 

JL 10 OTU (c) 

Letters carried by a Flight of the unit which 
was equipped with Whitleys in Coastal 
Command colours. A detachment flew 
many operations from St Eval. Examples in 
Coastal camouflage: JL:L-BD282, JL:S- 
Z9368. Detachment to St Eval began 
August 4 1942. 

JM 20 OTU (c) 

Formed May 27 1940 at Lossiemouth. Used 
successively Wellington 1, 1C, III and Xs. 
Examples: Mk 1C JM:W-N2859 written off in 
a flying accident April 5 1942: JM:K-Z1087 
used March-October 1942; Mk X JM:L- 
LP752. Unit disbanded August 1945. 

JN 150 Squadron (c) 

Used on aircraft of the squadron from Sep- 
tember 1939 until October 1944. Examples 
of aircraft carrying JN coding: Battle L4942; 
Wellington 1C JN:A-R1016 used August 
1941 until destroyed in a flying accident 
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By Michael J. F. Bowyer and John D. R. Rawlings 



Top Tempest V JF:H coming in to land at Kastrup shortly after the end of the war in Europe. 
Note the absence of Sky trim, and that the machine carries the badge of 3 Squadron on its fin 
tip (Dansk Fly-Foto, via Hans Kofoed). Above a Battle target tower, JQ:0 of No 2 AACU 
photographed in 1940. These aircraft were in use from mid-1940 until 1942 (IWM). Below 
Defiant 1 T4037 of 256 Squadron. The machine joined the squadron in October 1941, serving 
until it passed to 287 AAC Squadron in May 1 942 where it served for a month before passing to 
a civilian repair unit. It was converted into a TT Mk III at Reid & Sigrist but was struck off 
charge before passing to any RAF unit. The letters are a very pale shade of grey on the black 
finish, and the serial is dull red (IWM). 



April 1975 


August 15 1941; Mk III JN:N-X3448; Mk X 
JN:S-HZ713. 

JN 75 Squadron (c) 

Formed its ’C’ Flight early 1943, this being 
coded JN. Letters used on Stirling Mk Ills, 
eg JN:L-EF163 in use from September 1943 
until destroyed as a result of operational fly- 
ing December 17 1943. Lancaster l/llls 
began to replace the Stirlings in March 1944 
and an example used by ’C’ Flight was 
JN:0-NN747. Disbanded October 15 1945, 
the letters JN having been removed from 
use shortly after the war in Europe ended. 
JO 463 Squadron (c) 

Formed November 25 1943, disbanded Sep- 
tember 25 1945. Letters PO used from 
November 1943 until December 1 1943. 
Used Lancaster I/Ills, eg JO:A-ED949 which 
was recoded PO before it was lost on opera- 
tions January 30/31 1944. 

JO Identity not known 

Letters seen on a Spitfire JO:C recorded 

April 14 1942, unit not identified. 

JP 12 OTU (c) 

See notes on FQ for details of unit. Letters 

used by ‘B’ Squadron as on Mk X JP:0- 
LP648. 

JP 60 OTU/132 OTU (c) 

60 OTU opened May 19 1941 at Leconfield 
as the second night-fighter OTU, equipped 
with Defiant Is and Blenheims. From June 
16 1941 it became an all-Defiant unit, and 
from March 1942 was entirely re-equipped 
with Blenheims. These aircraft had all worn 
the JP coding. On June 23 1942 its role was 
changed to an operational training unit for 
training crews for Coastal Command Blen- 
heim squadrons. On November 11 1942, No 
60 OTU became 132 OTU. At some time the 
new unit relinquished JP in favour of 9Y. A 
new 60 OTU was, incidentally, formed to 
train intruder crews on May 17 1943. 

JQ No 2 Anti-Aircraft 

Co-operation Unit (c) 

Formed at Gosport in 1939, became No 4 
AAC Maintenance Flight at Gosport Feb- 
ruary 14 1943. Flew an assortment of air- 
craft including Battle JQ:0-L5664, Hector 
JQ:L-K8150 and Roc. 

JQ Station Flight Breighton (c) 

Used post-war, details unknown. 

JR Identity not known 

Letters reliably reported as used on 

Halifaxes. 

JS 16 OTU (C) 

For details see entry under GA. Letters used 
on Hampdens, eg JS:W-P1246 used 
February-June 1941; Wellington Ics, eg 
JS:R1236: Mk Ills and Mosquito XVIs, eg 
JS:B-PF482 used August 1945 to September 
1946. 

JT 256 Squadron (c) 

Formed November 23 1940 with Defiant Is, 
eg JT:X-N3480. Defiant lls used between 
October 1941 and early 1942. Beaufighter 
IFs used May 1942 to January 1943, eg 
JT:G-X7845 and Mk VIFs between January 
and June 1943, eg JT:S-V8501. Letters 
retained when squadron re-equipped with 
Mosquitoes and used them in the Middle 
East, eg Mk XII JT:V-HK187, Mk XIII JT:E- 
MM531 and later on Mk XIXs, and retained 
until squadron disbanded in September 
1946. D 
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Do 28D Skyservant 

up until quite recently the only available kit 
of this unusual looking West German air- 
craft was a rather poor vac-form offering, 
but now Matchbox have put this right with 
the release of their version in the 'three 
colour range’. 


Matchbox Lynx 

IT IS PROBABLY safe to say that helicopter 
enthusiasts have had a year that they will 
long remember, and now have enough ver- 
sions of rotary winged aircraft to keep them 
as happy as those who favour the fixed wing 
variety. Such has been the pace of new 


Bandai Sherman 


Most of the Matchbox kits released 
initially were available in other manu- 
facturer’s ranges, but in the Do 28 they have 
broken new ground, thus avoiding natural 
comparisons with their competitors. 

Apart from the orange, white and choco- 
late coloured plastic, one is first struck by 
the crispness of the mouldings and the ease 
with which these go together. The interior 
detailing, which comprises a crew, central 
control console, floor and six passenger 
seats, is equally well done and adds a lot to 
the completed model. 

The fuselage windows do not have the 
benefit of a locating flange and are purely a 
butt fit into the fuselage recesses, so great 
care is required when fitting these. 

The most noticeable absence on the 
model is the lack of dihedral on the main- 
planes, this should be about 1° and must be 
added if the model is to capture the true 
appearance of the original. 

Markings are included for a 5 Squadron 
aircraft of the Federal German Navy, and a 
Swedish Red Cross aircraft used during the 
1969 Biafran crisis. 


Two other recent releases in the Matchbox 
range — 1:72 scale Hawker Tempest and 
Brewster Buffalo. Each is moulded in two 
colours and comes with two alternative sets 
of transfers for 30p. 


releases that in many cases models have 
appeared almost at the same time as their 
full-size counterparts have been entering 
service or making the news. 

With the Puma and Gazelle available it 
was natural that the Lynx should complete 
the trio of Anglo-French helicopters, and 
Matchbox have captured the lines of this 
important aircraft well. 

Moulded in blue (two shades) and white, 
the mouldings look to be some of the best 
yet seen from this manufacturer, having a 
minimum of raised or indented surface 
detail. 

The sliding doors are reproduced and do 
not look too obtrusive as is often the case 
with this type of working extra. Parts are 
included to enable either Army or Navy ver- 
sions to be assembled and decals are pro- 
vided accordingly. Alternative noses, 
wheels/skids and two anti-submarine tor- 
pedoes are included, as are separately 
moulded windscreen wipers. 

The kit must come in for some criticism in 
the engine intake area where economics 
have dictated that the wire guard is 
moulded as an integral part of the intake, 
but the avid enthusiast will delight in the 
fact that this will test his ingenuity to the 
full. Once he has scratch-built new guards 
he can then happily tackle the exhausts 
which is also another area where attention 
to detail will pay dividends. 


THE BANDAI RANGE of 1 :48 scale tank kits 
has expanded considerably recently, and 
one of the latest and most complex of the 
range is the M4A1 Sherman. This model 
represents a late example of the cast hull 
series, with 75 mm gun in the wide mantlet, 
and it maintains the high standards of the 
Bandai series. Indeed, the standard of detail 
equals the best offered in the larger scales 
and even incorporates a degree of interior 
detail. It is this that raises some questions. 

In particular, a very fine replica of the 
engine is included, but none of the other 
contents of the engine compartment, such 
as fuel tanks, are in any way represented, so 
that without a considerable amount of extra 
work to provide these missing items the 
engine covers can hardly be left open to 
expose the engine. 

Similarly, the gun mechanism is carefully 
modelled, but there is no wireless. 

An acceptable set of four crewmen is pro- 
vided for mounting within the model, but 
why was the co-driver omitted and why is 
the loader so tall that the hatch cannot be 
closed when he is in place? 

Apart from these quibbles the only criti- 
cism is of the very unconvincing track pro- 
vided. Otherwise the model is highly 
detailed and accurate. Assembly is a 

Continued on page 496 
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MODELTOTS 

PLASTIC KIT SPECIALISTS — ASSOCIATE MEMBER I.P.M.S. 


FROG A/C KITS 

Fokker D.2I 1/72 

Macchi MC 202 1/72 

Supermarine S-61 3 1/72 

H. Typhoon I B I / 72 

D.H. Gypsy Moth 1/72 

G. Gladiator i/72 

F6F-3 Hellcat F.Mk.l 1/72 

P-SI A Mustang 1 1 1/72 

Heinkel HE. 1 62 1/72 

Wildcat Mk. IV 1/72 

Hurricane lie 1/72 

ME.Bf. I09F 1/72 

D.H. Vampire FB.5 1/72 

Spitfire 8/9 1/72 

P-40B Tomahawk 1/72 

H. Sea Fury FB.II 1/72 

Swordfish Mk. I 1/72 

D.H. Hornet F.3 1/72 

ME262A 1/72 

Hunter FGA.9 1/72 

Sea Venom FAW 21 1/72 

F. Gannet AS. 1/4 1/72 

P.38J Lightning 1/72 

F. Barracuda Mk. II i/72 

Spitfire XIV and V.l 1/72 

Junkers JU-87G 1/72 

G. Meteor F. Mk. 4 1/72 

G. Avenger II TBF. I 1/72 

F. Firefly Mk.l 1/72 

P-47D Bubbletop 1/72 

F-IOOD S. Sabre 1/72 

Skyhawk A4H/K 1/72 

BAC Lightning F6 1/72 

N.A. Mitchell II 1/72 

Tupolev SB2 1/72 

M. Maryland 1/72 

BAC Jaguar A2/T2 I / 72 

Dornier 33S A-6/A-I2 1/72 

Bcaufighter Mk. 21 1/72 

Buccaneer S.2A 1/72 

Dornier DO- 1 72-2 1/72 

V. Vimy Mk. IV 1/72 

G. Javelin FAW 9/9R 1/72 

Canberra B( I ) Mk. 8 1/72 

RF-IOI Voodoo 1/72 

L. Neptune 1/72 

Heinkel HE-III 1/72 

CONTRAIL (SUTCLIFFE) 
VACFORMS A/C. 

Manchester Conv 1/72 

Waco CGI3A 1/72 

Avro York Conv. 1/72 

Airspeed Horsa 1/72 

Waco CG4 I / 72 

H. P. Harrow 1/72 

Overstand/Sidcstrand 1/72 

H.P. Heyford 1/72 

Bristol Bombay 1/72 

Faircy Hendon 1/72 

Avro Lincoln 1/72 

S. Southampton 1/72 

S. Scapa I / 72 

C-46 Commando 1/72 

S. Stranraer 1/72 

Saro London I / 72 

Blackburn Iris 1/72 

Blackburn Perch 1/72 

Junkers JU 290 1/72 

Junkers JU 390 1/72 

AIR CONVERSIONS 

Harrier T.2 Kit 1/72 


POSTAL SERVICE 

Postage and Packing. UK rates 
(Books and Decals sec special rates). 
Up to 50p, I8p Up to £1.50, 25a 
Up to £3.00, 25p Up to £5.00, 45o 
Up to £7.50, ‘Op Up to £12.00, 60p 
Over £12.00 Post Free. 

S.A.E. with all enquiries please. 


Please note that prices given in this 
advert, already include VAT 


HASEGAWA A/C KITS 

Lockheed T-33A 1/72 

Curtiss SO C-3 Seagull 1/72 

N.A. F-86F Sabre 1/72 

Heinkel HE-51 A-l 1/72 

F-5A Freedom Fighter 1/72 

T38A/(F-5B)Talon 1/72 

A6M 3 Mod 22 Zero 1/72 

A6M3 Mod 32 Zero 1/72 

Heinkel HE.5I B-2 1/72 

C. Seagull Floatoplane 1/72 

Cessna A-37A 1/72 

Bell UH-ID Iroquois 1/72 

MIG-I7E/D ‘Fresco - 1/72 

P-47D Razorback 1/72 

P-47D Bubbletop 1/72 

Ki-44 Shoki (Toio) 1/72 

Ki-61 Hien (Tony) 1/72 

H.S. Harrier Mk. I 1/72 

BAC Lightning 6 1/72 

Aichi E 1 3A 'Jake - 1/72 

T-34A Mentor 1/72 

G.OV-I0A Bronco 1/72 

Fuji T-IA Trainer 1/72 

G.OV-IA Mohawk 1/72 

G.OV-IB Mohawk 1/72 

D-A4E/F Skyhawk 1/72 

L.F.-I04G Starfightcr 1/72 

FI00D Super Sabre 1/72 

R. F. I05D Thunderchief 1/72 

Type 94-1 "Alf 1/72 

Mitsubishi MU-2S 1/72 

Mitsubishi MU-2J 1/72 

F. 1 5 Eagle 1/72 

G. A6A Intruder 1/72 

F-4E Phantom 1/72 

F- 1 06A Delta Dart 1/72 

F- 1 02A Delta Dagger 1/72 

RA-5C Vigilante 1/72 

L. P2V-7 Neptune 1/72 

M. G4MI Betty, with 

Baka Bomb 1/72 

G8NI ‘Rita’ 1/72 

Emily Flying Boat 1/72 

H6K5 Mavis Flying Boat 1/72 

Boeing B.47E 1/72 

Shinmciwa PS-1 or SS-2 1/72 

SP-5B Marlin 1/72 

Curtiss BF2C- 1 1/32 

Boeing P- 1 2E 1/32 

Boeing F4B-4 1/32 

ME. 163 Komct 1/32 

ME. BFI09E 1/32 

F.W.I90A 1/32 

A6M5 Zero I / 32 

P-5 ID Mustang I '32 

P-26A Peashooter 1/32 

N. Ki43 Oscar I (32 

F-86F Sabre 1/32 

SUPERMODEL A/C KITS 

Reggiane RE 2000 1/72 

Fiat G.55S Sllurante 1/72 

Fiat CR.32 1/72 

S. M.8I Pipistrello 1/72 

Cant ZI007 Single Fin 1/72 

Cant Z 1 007 Twin Fin 1/72 

ITALAEREI A/C KITS 

Lavochkin LA-5FN 1/72 

Reggiane RE-2001 1/72 

Reggiane RE2002 1/72 

Henschel HS-126 1/72 

RF-84F Thunderflash 1/72 

F-84F Thunderstreak 1/72 

Fiat BR.20 Cicogna 1/72 

Caproni CA 313/314 1/72 

Gotha Go. 242/244 1/72 

Junkers Ju-188 1/72 

Cant Z. SOI F.Boat 1/72 

RAREPLANES VACFORMS 
Bell 206 Jetranger 1/72 

Seversky P-35 1/72 

Rep. P43A Lancer 1/72 

Fairey Fulmar I/I I 1/72 

Martin B-10 1/72 

XFM-I Airacuda 1/72 

D. H. Rapide (Dominie) 1/72 

Super Constellation 

Incl. extra parts for 

EC-121 U and WV.2 1/72 


HASEGAWA AFV KITS 

1 . Willys Jeeo 1/72 

2. 155 mm. M.2 Gun 1/72 

3. Stuart Mk. I 1/72 

4. M3 Lee Mk I. 1/72 

5. M3 Grant Mk.l 1/72 

6. M3AI H. Track 1/72 

7. M4A-I H.T rack 1/72 

8. Tiger I.E. 1/72 

9. Panther G. 1/72 

10. 88 mm. Flak 18. 1/72 

1 1. Sd. Kfz. 7 H. Track 1/72 

12. Kubelwagon and BMW 

Combination 1/72 

13. Schwimmwagen and 

Kettenkrad 1/72 

14. Sd. Kfz 7/1 with 4AA 1/72 

15. M-4 (A3E8) Sherman 1/72 

16. TX-40 Fuel Truck 1/72 

17. Toyota Starter Truck 1/72 

18. Sd. Kfz 7/2 37 mm. AA 1/72 

19. M-24 Chaffee 1/72 

20. G.M.C. Personnel C. 1/72 

21. G.M.C. Gas Truck 1/72 

22. G.M.C. Dump Truck 1/72 

ESCI AFV KITS 

PzKpfw I 1 1 1/72 

Sd. Kfz. 25/1 Hanomag 1/72 

PzKpfw II 1/72 

Wespe 1/72 

Hummel 1/72 

Hetzer 1/72 

Marder 1 1 1 1/72 

HELLER A/C KITS 
Me. Bf 1 09F 1/72 

Morane 225 1/72 

Amiot 143 1/72 

Breguet 693 1/72 

Potez 63-1 1 1/72 

Potez 540 1/72 

Liore et Oliver 45 1/72 

Leo 451 1/72 

Bloch 210 1/72 

WILLIAMS BROS A/C KITS 
Martin B-I0B 1/72 

Boeing 247 1/72 


FUJIMI AFV KITS 

T-34/76A 
Valentine 
M4A3 Sherman 
PzKpwf 38(t) 

83 mm Gun and Crew 

Matilda 1 1 1 

Tiger I I 

Russian KV-I I 

Jagd Panzer Hetzer 

Russian KV-I A 

Jagdtiger 

Sd. Kfz. 251 /I/ 10 Hanomag 
Sd. Kfz. 222 A. car 
Kubelwagen and BMW 
R75 Combination 
Elephant 
British Infantry 
German Infantry 
Tents, Oil Drums, 

Walls, Sandbags 
SU-8S 
T-34/85 

MONOGRAM A/C KITS 

P-5 1 B Mustang 
F-8F Bearcat 
Curtiss P-36 Hawk 
Boeing F4B-4 
Curtiss FI I c-2 
Curtiss P-6E 
F-7F Tigercat 
A-l E Skyraider 
ME. Bf I I0E 
Dornier DO I7Z 
G. HU-I6B Albatross 
F-82G Twin Mustang 
G.F-I4A Tomcat 
Me. D/D F-I5A Eagle 
B-52D Stratofortress 
Dornier 335 
Grumman F3F-3 
Grumman Gulfhawk 
F-51 D Mustang 
Mosquito I I / IV/ VI 
Devastator 
P.6 1 Black Widow 


MODELDECAL DECALS 


1/72 SCALE 


All listed sets available: 

I: BAC Lightning Mks. I A, 2 and 6 (six alternatives in RAF service). 

2: F.4 Phantom (VMFA-531, USMC; 497th TFS, USAF and 767 Sqn„ RN.). 

3: N.A. F-I00D Super Sabre (four alternatives in USAF service). 

6: U.S. Navy (F4U-IA Corsair, VF-17; SB2C-3 Helldivcr, VB-7; OS2U-3 Kingfisher. 

7: RAF Hunter F.6, 14 Sqn.; Phantom FGR2, 6 Sqn.; Meteor F.4, 63 Sqn., and Harrier 
GRI, I Sqn. 

10: USAF-S.E. Asia (RF-IOI C, F-I05D. A-IH and EC-47N). 

II: F-I02A. 460th FIS, USAF; Harrier GR.I, 4 or 20 Sqn. RAF. Sabre 6. 430, Sq . 

RCAF and alternative RCAF Sabre fin emblems. 

12: Phantom FGR.2. 17 Sqn., RAF; F-I04G. Belgian A.F. and USAF TAC Badges. 

16: USAF-S.E. Asia (2): F-4E Phantom. 34TFS, 288TFW, Cessna 0-2A 23 TASS, AC-47 
432TRW, and USMC OV-I0A Bronco, HLM-267. 

17: T-33, RCAF; F-35 Draken. 72S Sqn., Danish Air Force; Mosquito FB.VI, 4 Sqn. RAF. 

Skyhawk, 80S Sqn., RAN, and A-4K squadron markings for 75 Sqn., RNZAF 
18: Royal Navy — Post War; (Gannet 4 COD, Sea Hawk F.I., 898 Sqn., Wessex Mk. I, 
Ark Royal, and Avenger 6, 831 Sqn.). 

19: West German Air Force and Navy (RF-4E Phantom. AG5I or 52); F-84F Thunder- 
streak, Jabo 33; RF-84F Thunderflash, AG5I ; Sea King Mk. 41. 

20: H.S. Buccaneer S.2's, 800 and 809 Sqns., F.A.A.; NF-5A Freedom Fighter, 314 or 
315 Sqn., Dutch Air Force, and L-20A Beaver, 334 Sqn., Dutch Air Force. 

21: A-4E Skyhawks VMA-31 I VA-94; A-4F Skyhawk. VA-164, AD-4 Skyraider, VA-65. 
22: A-7D Corsairs, 356 TFS, 354 TFW., and 40 TFS, 355 TFW., with alternative decals 
for 357 TFS. 355 TFW; T-33A, 50 TFW., and F-86A Sabre, I 16 FIS. 

23: Phantom F.G.I, 43 Sqn. Harrier G.R.IA, 3 Sqn. Lightning F.2A,92Sqn. All RAF 
CFI04 Starfighter 421 Sqn. C.A.F. 

24: RAF Hunter F.6. 79 Sqn. Phantom F.G.R.2 41 Sqn. Sea Venom F.A.W.2I 809 Sqn. 

Sea Venom F.A.W. 21 890 Sqn. F.A.A. Wyvern S.4. 831 Son. F.A.A. 

25: Lightning F.2A, 19 Sqn, Canberra B(l)8 16 Sqn, Harvard T.2B, 500 Sqn, Hunter 
FGA.9, 45 Sqn. All RAF. 

26: Buccaneer S2B. 15 Sqn, Hunter FGA.9, 58 Sqn. Canberra B.2 10 Sqn. Gazelle H3T 
C.F.S., All RAF. R.N. Gazelle HT2. 

'MODELDECAL - style fully illustrated instruction sheet, giving decal locations and 
full colour scheme details, is included with all Modeldecal decals, and commencing 
with set No. 17, a selection of photographs is also included. 


PRICES SET No. 6 

28p 


SETS 23, 24, 25. 26 

50p EACH 


ALL OTHER SETS 

38p EACH 

over 1 2p UK. 


WRITE, PHONE OR CALL IN Shop Hours 09.30-12.30,13.30-17.30 Mon.^Sat. Closed Weds. 

346 Kingston Rd Portsmouth 


Tel • Portsmouth 61469 


April 1975 
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Above sure to be one of their most popular models, the Pathfinder airport crash truck from 
Corgi is a 'must' for junior — but parents be warned: the water cannon really fires! The model, 
which works out to 9 3 /a inches long, is in 1:48 scale and also features a working siren powered 
off a PP3 battery. Price is £4.95. Below Fujimi T-34. 



Continued from page 494 

lengthy process, but the price of £1.65 is 
reasonable and an excellent model can be 
produced. 

Red Arrows 

latest RELEASE from Aviation Historical 
Associates, at their new address of 41 The 
Reforne, Easton, Portland, Dorset, is a set of 
1 :72 scale decals comprising wing and fuse- 
lage serial numbers for the whole Red 
Arrows team of Gnats. 

Printed in the correct shade of roundel 
blue, these decals cost 30p a set plus 12p 
postage which should make them very 
popular with British modellers and anyone 
else who has seen the 'Arrows' perform at 
air displays. 

Revell Boeing 747 

THE EXCESS 'flash' which has marred a 
number of recent Revell releases is notice- 
able by its absence in the company’s latest 
airliner kit, the famous Boeing 747 'Jumbo' 
jet in 1 :144 scale. 

The enormous size of this aircraft is 
brought home to those who are maybe not 
as familiar with civil aircraft as they are the 
military ones, when the model is compared 
with, say, the Airfix SkyKing series. 

From the humped cockpit to the enor- 
mous intakes on the jet engines, the Revell 
design team have captured the feel and 
looks of this beauty from Boeing which will 
add a talking point to any constant scale 
collection of airliners. 

Surface detail is very delicate and well in 
keeping with the overall scale, while the 18 
wheels and their wells all have a consider- 
able amount of detail included on them. If 
the stand is not to be used weight must be 
added to the nose area but so vast is the 
interior that this presents no problems. 

All mouldings are in white which is a good 
choice for junior who maybe doesn’t wish to 
paint his model, but adds headaches for 
those who do, as trying to paint white over 
white is difficult at the best of times, and the 
areas involved on this model may well lead 
to a few modellers suffering from a mild 
form of snow blindnesss! 

Transfers are for a Lufthansa aircraft and 
are accurate as well as nicely printed. 

Revell paints 

WITH REFERENCE to our review of Revell's 
Mirage and TriStar in the February issue, we 
would like to apologise to the company and 
all readers for the outdated reference to 
Pactra paints. Revell are now, of course, 
marketing their own brand of enamel paint, 
as shown on page 452 of this issue. 

Fujimi T-34/76A 

A POPULAR SUBJECT, the T-34 was one of the 
best tanks of the Second World War, and 
though a nice kit has long been available 
from Airfix, this Fujimi version deserves a 
place in any collection as it has all-steel 
wheels. In fact there is the option of rubber 
tyred or all-steel simply by putting them 
inside or out. 

Photographs of T-34s show that often var- 
496 


ious combinations of wheel type were used 
and the kit has been finished with first and 
fifth rubber tyred, with the three centre 
wheels all-steel. 

Airfix turrets, by the way, can easily be 
modified to fit the Fujimi and vice-versa, 
and there are other parts easily inter- 
changeable to allow for many variations of 
equipment. 

Photographs of T-34s in action suggest 
many are of mixed blood so a perming of 
parts is authentic. The kit is to the usual 
high Fujimi standard and was provided for 
review by Ren-Models of Cambridge. Price 
60p again, with a T-34/85 and SU-85 to 
follow. 


AND NOW FOR something completely 
different . . . 

Realising the current surge of interest in 
military weapons and accessories, a new 
company — Lemarka Reproductions, 155A 
Castle Road, Bedford MK40 3RT — has 
produced the first in what promises to be a 


very interesting line of 1 :1 scale replica artil- 
lery shells. 

The obvious choice — a German 8.8 cm 
armour-piercing shell — has been chosen 
for the first release, which comes in five 
parts moulded in heavy-duty polystyrene 
and packed in a strong cardboard box. 

Measuring nearly three feet in height, and 



moulded in black and ‘brass’ coloured plas- 
tic, the assembled ‘shell* makes an unusual 
addition to any modeller's 'den'. The 
moulds were taken from an actual German 
shell and are thus 100% accurate, except 
that the engraved markings on the projec- 
tile itself have been reproduced on both 
sides instead of just one. One set of these 
should therefore be filled with body putty 
and sanded smooth to blend in with the rest 
of the plastic before painting. 

The kit, which retails for £3.95, includes a 
detailed booklet which explains everything 
anyone could want to know about the 
model shell, and includes a page illustrating 
(actual size) the stencil markings which 
should be painted on to the projectile and 
cartridge. 

Revell Oscar 

revell, who have done probably more than 
any other Western manufacturer to promote 
the more interesting Japanese aircraft of 
the Second World War, have come up with a 
1 :32 scale Ki 43 Hayabusa (Oscar) as a 
companion to the earlier Zero, Raiden and 
Hien in this series. 

The Revell kit faces direct competition 
from a similar Hasegawa offering which, we 
believe, is in the same price range. But we 
don’t think it is fair to compare the two kits. 
Hasegawa offer a better boxtop painting 
than Revell, but it’s enough to say that parts 
from both models could be combined by 
wealthier modellers to produce an Oscar- 
winning Oscar! 

Revell's kit, which we received for review 
from Ren-Models, of Cambridge, represents 
the Ki 43 lib version, which differed from the 
Ki 43 lla in having a revised wingtip shape. 
The Mk II emerged with a more powerful 
engine after service trials of the under- 
powered Mk I. 

The model is let down by the usual 
corpse-like pilot figure, but in most other 
respects it is well moulded and accurate, 
although with only 51 parts it is rather too 
simple in view of the asking price of £1.75. 
In the absence of any decal sheet a lot of 
time must be spent on simulating the 
instrument panel dials. A good control col- 
umn is provided, but the seat must have 
straps added. Care must be taken in cutting 
the engine front casing (Part 1) from its cir- 
cular sprue. 

Undercarriage detail is adequate, but it is 
unfortunate that production costs seem to 
have forced abandonment of such refine- 
ments as vinyl tyres, which were a feature 
of Revell's Raiden. 

Suggested colour scheme is natural 
metal with green blotches, and a set of good 
if sparse decals is provided, but anyone 
seeking an alternative finish might look up 
the appropriate Profile or RAF Flying 
Review for November 1957. That issue 
carried a colour plate of a Ki 43 lib in the 
green, brown and light grey finish of the 
Royal Thai Air Force during the 'friendly' 
Japanese occupation. The official emblem 
of the Thai Royal Family — a white elephant 
on a red background — was carried on 
wings and tail, and spinner was red. 

The Oscar, while not a masterpiece, is an 
honourable addition to Revell's 1 :32 series. 
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Miniature Figurines 

RECENT RELEASES from the ever-prolific 
Minifigs include sci-fi, American War of 
Independence, Middle Earth and ancient 
figures. The latter additions are remoulds of 
the horses which go with the two PB 
ranges. At present these include cataphract 
horses, Moorish ponies and various other 
mounts, due to be followed by another 13 
recasts in the immediate future (probably 
available by the time you read this). 

All the new horses are in the correct 
proportions recently adopted by Minifigs, 
and each is in itself a work of art, particu- 
larly A2, A9 and A12, the cataphract horse. 
The only real complaint we have is that the 
Moorish ponies look more like hairy horses. 

Another new 'figure' is a rather bulbous 
and repulsive Shelob, or 'Giant Spider' as 
Minifigs call it, for those keen Middle Earth 
wargamers. It comes as a body and eight 
separate legs. Also for those who like such 
things are a number of new science fiction 
releases, most of which defy description 
though some look rather like Co-Co the 
clown on a bad day. These figures are all 
rather crudely executed and do little justice 
to the fine detail of which Minifigs have 
proved themselves capable. 

Such detail is to be found in the War of 
Independence additions, which are 
undoubtedly amongst this firm’s best yet, 
with some remarkably delicate undercuts 
and details such as straps and other 
accountrements. Every figure is cast in a 
notably realistic stance, though some lend 
themselves more to the diorama than the 
wargames table. 

Minifig wargames figures are available 
from Miniature Figurines, 28/32 Northam 
Road, Southampton, Hants. 


Third Reich 

ONE OF the most interesting, though com- 
plicated, games to come our way for some 
time is Avalon Hill's new Rise and decline 
of the Third Reich’, which really ought to 
have a question mark after it since it is a 
complete campaign game re-creating the 
Western European, Mediterranean and 
Russian fronts of the last war — and Ger- 
many can win. 

Probably the majority of wargamers at 
one time or another have wished that they 
could refight the whole war in miniature; we 
all have our pet theories — for example, 
what would have happened if Germany had 
invaded Malta straight after Crete, rein- 
forced the Afrika Korps properly, invaded 
England or postponed the invasion of 
Russia for a year? — but have been put off 




by the complexity of setting up a game. 
Simulations Publications ‘World War 2’ 
game reviewed here recently was a first 
attempt at this, and as we said at the time is 
an enjoyable and playable game. 

Avalon Hill games are usually simpler 
than SP's, but in this case the reverse is true 
since they have gone far deeper into the 
subject and produced quite a first-rate 
game, although it does need more than two 
players if you are to obtain full benefit from 
the complex and detailed rules. 

As might be expected, a great deal of play- 
ing time in 'Third Reich' is devoted to work- 
ing out your countries' economic strengths 
(expressed in Basic Resource Points) and 
deciding what to spend your resources on: 
each type of military unit costs a specific 
number of points, and so do certain actions, 
such as declaring war. Each country is also 
further limited in what it can build to a max- 
imum of each type of unit, since manu- 
facturing capability is obviously not infinite, 
nor is manpower. 

At the beginning of each Move, when the 
players have sorted out their units and 
resources, the strongest player moves first. 
A Move in this game is a complicated affair 
which must be tackled systematically, and 
ideally in the order set out in the playing 
folder. So many activities may take place, 
and so many factors need evaluation at 
each step, that it needs great patience and 
an alert mind to follow them all through. 

For example, the game includes provision 
for building bridgeheads, fortresses, naval 
bases and airfields: for supply, combat, 
breakthrough and exploitation manoeuvres, 
airborne and amphibious assault, naval and 
air movement, naval bombardment, sea 
escort for convoys, U-boat activity, and 
practically anything else you can think of. 
Ground, air and sea forces can all fight each 
other singly or in combination in two or 
three dimensions. 

Strategic considerations which are in- 
cluded in the playing rules involve Lend- 
Lease, Murmansk convoys, diplomacy 
between players and utilising the resources 
of occupied or friendly countries. There is 
literally no end to the permutations which 
can be employed in this game, which 
demands a basic knowledge of strategy and 
economic principles as well as basic mili- 
tary tactics. It is one of the most ambitious 
games ever produced and certainly not one 
for the novice to attempt, but for the experi- 
enced wargamer it presents an absorbing 
challenge. 

'Rise and decline of the Third Reich' costs 
£6.50 from Avalon Hill Games of 646-648 
High Road, North Finchley, London 
N12 ONL. 
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Aviation 

Racing Planes and air races, 1974 annual, 

by Reed Kinert. Aero Publishers Inc, 329 
Aviation Road, Fallbrook, Cal 92028, avail- 
able in the UK and elsewhere outside 
America from W. E. Hersant Ltd, 228 Arch- 
way Road, Highgate, London N6. Price 
£1.98. 

LIGHT AIRCRAFT racing is extremely popular 
in the United States, and this, would you 
believe, is the tenth annual on the subject 
which Aero have published. It covers the 
Great Miami Air Race, Reno National 
Championship, Formula One International 
races, Miramar Air Show, California Air 
Classic and the Point Mugu Air Fair (fea- 
tured in Airfix Magazine, May 1974). 

Apart from numerous photos of the pilots, 
the book includes some very clear photo- 
graphs and half a dozen scale drawings of 
the aircraft, many of which are custom- 
designed and built and incorporate a variety 
of unusual features. Anyone who fancies 
scratch-building some really original model 
aircraft to add to his collection should cer- 
tainly get a copy of this book! 

Ryan Broughams and their builders, by 

William Wagner. Available from W. E. Her- 
sant Ltd, 228 Archway Road, Highgate, 
London N6. Price £3.75. 

LINDBERGH'S 'Spirit of St Louis’ is probably 
history's best-known aircraft, yet so far as 
we are aware this new book is the first to be 
devoted exclusively to the Ryan 
Broughams, of which it was one. 

Filling 98 information and photo-packed 
large-format pages, it is yet another offering 
from Historical Aviation Album and a valu- 
able addition to the literature of the air. 

Designed originally as a monoplane 
which could carry more payload than the 
biplanes being used on air mail routes in the 
1920s, and faster, T. Claude Ryan’s M-1 was 
rapidly developed into a closed-cabin 
machine capable of passenger duties. The 
name 'Brougham' was chosen for the new 
type so as to suggest respectability, comfort 
and safety to the new and growing, but still 
hesitant, generation of airline passengers. 
Four months after the type came on the 
market it was world famous as a result of 
Lindbergh's epic trans-Atlantic crossing, 
and for 15 years was the most prestigious 
private aircraft available. 

In this new book, William Wagner makes a 
beautiful job of describing the development 
and history of the type, right up to the many 
replicas of the 'St Louis’ which were later 
required by (wealthy!) enthusiasts. Apart 
from the large number of photos, the book 
also includes scale drawings of a typical 
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B-5 version, making it useful to modellers 
as well as aerophiles. 

Hurricane at war, by Chaz Bowyer. Ian Allan 
Ltd, Terminal House, Shepperton, Middx. 
Price £4.50. 

ANOTHER IN Ian Allan's ‘at war' series, this 
lavishly produced, large-format, mainly pic- 
torial book details the Hawker Hurricane’s 
activities and operations during the last 
war. 

It includes chapters on its service in 
France, during the Battle of Britain, in 
Russia, Malta, the desert and the Far East, 
and used in conjunction with PSL's Classic 
Aircraft No 4: Hawker Hurricane, will enable 
any competent modeller to complete really 
first-class models of this famous fighter in 
any scale. 

The text includes many accounts by 
Hurricane pilots of their experiences, really 
putting the reader 'into the cockpit' as it 
were, and is exciting and easy to read. 

The photographs in the main are well 
chosen, though several have been repro- 
duced before in other books. However, the 
size in which most of them are printed (big!) 
means that detail which was previously 
obscure can often now be seen clearly, 
adding to their value for modellers. Hurri- 
cane pilots and their uniforms are also well 
illustrated, which is of great assistance to 
anyone wishing to include figures with their 
model aircraft. Altogether a good buy and, 
considering the size of the book and the 
amount of material it contains, good value 
for money. 

Canada’s Wings, Vol 1: The Blackburn 
Shark, by Carl Vincent. Canada’s Wings, PO 
Box 393, Stittsville, Ontario KOA 3GO, 
Canada. Price $6.95 including postage. 
this monograph is a highly detailed 
account of the Blackburn Sharks operated 
by the Royal Canadian Air Force, and apart 
from a meticulously researched and read- 
able text, includes dozens of rare photo- 
graphs, scale five-view plans and a large 
number of colour and marking scheme 
drawings. Photos include cockpit and other 
detail shots which will be invaluable to 
modellers. We sincerely look forward to 
other titles in what promises to be an excel- 
lent new series. 

Wellington Special, by Alec Lumsden. Ian 
Allan Ltd, Terminal House, Shepperton, 
Middx. Price £1.95. 

SIMILAR IN format and concept to the Spitfire 
at war and other titles in this series, but 
shorter and cheaper, this book describes 
the evolution of the Wellington's design, 


including a fascinating chapter on geodetic 
construction, then goes on to detail the air- 
craft's operations during the Second World 
War. 

One of the most attractive and popular 
British bombers of the period, the 'Wimpey' 
had a tremendous capacity for punishment, 
as is well shown in some of the photos! 
Apart from these, there are dozens of 
photos of the aircraft in the air, on the 
ground, in factories and experimental 
establishments, as well as four pages of 
full-colour drawings and a chapter of cock- 
pit interior photos. For anyone wanting to 
make an accurate model of this famous 
bomber Alec Lumsden's book is a 'must'. 

The Observer's Basic Civil Aircraft Direc- 
tory, by William Green and Gordon Swan- 
borough. Frederick Warne & Co Ltd, 40 
Bedford Square, London WC1. Price £2.50. 
JAM-PACKED with useful information and 
photographs, this latest 'Observer’s' aircraft 
book will be avidly purchased by all 
'spotters', although it is of limited value to 
modellers. 

Produced to the usual format, it includes 
a photograph and three-view silhouette 
drawing on each page, together with data 
tables and notes on each aircraft type 
covered. These range from tiny light aircraft 
and agricultural machines to major air- 
liners, transports and helicopters. It thus 
ideally complements the Observer's Basic 
Military Aircraft Directory and is a 'must' 
for every serious aviation enthusiast’s 
bookshelf. 


Military 

Tanks & Transport Vehicles World War 2, 

edited by Bart H. Vanderveen. Olyslager 
Auto Library, Frederick Warne & Co Ltd, 40 
Bedford Square, London WC1. Price £3.75. 
this latest addition to the Olyslager Auto 
Library is an interesting though rather 
haphazard compendium of photographs 
and drawings, many of them in colour, illus- 
trating a diverse selection of Second World 
War tanks, half-tracks and other military 
vehicles. As such, it is a very attractive 'pic- 
ture book' which will provide modellers with 
several AFV colour schemes and ideas for 
dioramas, but it is of extremely limited use 
as a reference source. 

Typical examples from the contents 
include a cutaway drawing of a Daimler 
armoured car, colour photo of a 105 mm 
howitzer T19 half-track, detail drawing of 
the Canadian-built Universal Carrier, colour 
reproduction of an old Buick advertisement 
for the M18 Hellcat, cutaway drawings of 
the Churchill, a Nazi artist's drawing of a 
KV-1 in action, a superb colour drawing of 
the French Berliet tank transporter winch- 
ing aboard a Char D1, and many other 
intriguing pictures. 

German Armoured Cars of World War 2, by 

John Milsom and Peter Chamberlain. 
Arms & Armour Press, 2-6 Hampstead High 
Street, London NW3. Price £3.50. 

DIVIDED INTO three main sections covering 
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four-, six- and eight-wheeled vehicles, this 
new book from John Milsom and Peter 
Chamberlain will be an invaluable addition 
to any military modeller or wargamer's 
library. 

Two preliminary chapters are devoted to 
early developmental types and the evolution 
of the armoured car in Germany, then the 
book goes on to describe and illustrate 
each and every armoured car in the Wehr- 
macht's inventory during the last war. Ex- 
tremely detailed data tables are provided for 
each vehicle, listing weights, dimensions, 
performance, armament, etc. 

Unfortunately, from a modeller's point of 
view, the book rather falls down on the 
photos, a high proportion of which are none 
too clear at all, many being badly cross- 
screened and presumably reproduced from 
other publications. To compensate, there 
are several useful detail shots and views 
which clearly show number plates and other 
markings. 


Pan/Ballantine Illustrated History of World 
War II: Salerno, by David Mason; German 
Secret Weapons, by Brian Ford; and 
Japanese High Seas Fleet, by Richard 
Humble. Pan Books Ltd, 33 Tothill Street, 
London SW1 . Price 50p each. 

the three latest titles in this well- 
established and useful series to reach us 
are a mixed bag of varying value to 
modellers. 

David Mason’s book on Salerno is 
extremely well-written, with the usual 
plethora of photographs and a variety of 
clear maps and line drawings. Vehicles, 
uniforms, ships and aircraft all come within 
its scrutiny, and it will be useful to diorama 
modellers in particular, as well as students 
of the last war and wargamers. 

Sub-titled 'blueprint for Mars', Brian 
Ford's book on German secret weapons 
concentrates primarily on aerial develop- 
ments and projects, especially the V-2 
rocket, and includes many interesting 
photos, and drawings of actual or projected 
types. However, the book also includes a 
quite horrifying chapter on chemical and 
biological warfare which describes, for 
example, some of the particularly nasty 
nerve gases developed by the Germans 
(and experimentally tried in their concen- 


tration camps). This chapter details the 
effects these gases have on the human 
body, and one can onry give sincere thanks 
that they were never used operationally. 
There is also a chapter on naval develop- 
ments, especially regarding midget sub- 
marines. 

Many other projects are mentioned, in- 
cluding the rather science-fiction-sounding 
‘vortex gun', the whole adding up to a book 
which is extremely interesting to read but of 
little practical value to modellers. Surpris- 
ingly, there is no mention of German ex- 
periments with nuclear power. 

So far as modellers are Concerned, 
Richard Humble's title Japanese High Seas 
Fleet is perhaps the most useful of these 
three books, especially to the large num- 
bers of enthusiasts who have seized eagerly 
on Tamiya’s extensive range of 1:700 scale 
waterline warship models. This book 
describes the formation of the fleet and its 
operations during the war, providing the 
background information every modeller 
likes to possess on the subjects he is mak- 
ing. It also includes dozens of photos of 
Japanese warships in action, and scale 
side-view drawings of several ships which 
will enable additional detail to be added to 
the kits. 


Key Uniform Guides, 5 — German Para- 
chute Forces 1935-45, and 6 — US Airborne 
Forces Europe 1942-45, both by Brian L. 
Davis. Arms & Armour Press, 2-6 Hampstead 
High Street, London NW3. Price 95p each. 

ALTHOUGH THEY are numbers 5 and 6 in the 
series, these two books are the first in Arms 
& Armour Press's new uniform series which 
we have seen. Unfortunately, to a large 
extent the contents belie the series title, 
since in both the amount of text devoted to 
uniforms is greatly outweighed by that 
devoted to operations etc. However, the 
books' worst fault lies in the paucity of the 
illustrations, which are not only few in 
number but not particularly well chosen. So 
much for the jacket 'blurbs’ claiming that 
they are 'detailed and pictorial references 
on uniform'. The only redeeming features of 
the books really are the pieces of cover art- 
work in full colour, but it is asking a lot to 
charge 95p for these and 32 pages of text. 


“MERCENARY!” 

The revolutionary game of bribery and corruption 
in the war-torn Europe of the 1 6th Century, where 
1-5 players try, by theirskill and cunning, to extend 
their influence over the board and to amass per- 
sonal riches: truly a mercenary game! Each game, 
containing map, rules and 220 counters costsonly 
£2.35 (post free). Send cheque/postal order to: 

GAMETESTERS 

16 Narrow Lane, Harden, Bingley, W. Yorks. 


How to 
take 
better 
photos 
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British Airborne Troops, by Barry Gregory. 
Macdonald and Jane’s, 49/50 Poland Street, 
London W1. Price £2.50. 

THIS informative and attractively produced 
book describes and details the develop- 
ment, training, organisation, uniforms, 
weapons, transport and operations of 
British airborne forces during the last war. 

Well written and illustrated with photo- 
graphs, maps and organisation diagrams, it 
is a carefully researched piece of work 
which will be well received by all students of 
the war and deserves a wide readership at 
this low price. 

Beginner's Guide to Military Modelling, 

by Roy Dilley. Pelham Books Ltd, 52 Bed- 
ford Square, London WC1B 3EF. Price 
£3.95. 

this is more a personal essay than a practi- 
cal guide, but is nevertheless a readable 
and interesting account of the scope and 
some of the possibilities in military model- 
ling open to enthusiasts today. The author 
covers various topics ranging from human 
and animal anatomy to guns, AFVs, 
dioramas (or 'Dilleyramas' as we sometimes 
call them), tools and materials to painting 
techniques. The book's main appeal will 
probably be to modellers interested in the 
subject but not sure of where to start, and 
as such can be recommended. 

Naval 

American Destroyer Escorts of World War 

2, by Peter Elliott. Almark Publications, 49 
Malden Way, New Malden, Surrey. Price 
£1.50. 

although primarily a picture book, full of 
excellently reproduced photographs, this is 
an interesting account of the hundreds of 
'DE’s built during the Second World War, of 
which 78 served with the Royal Navy under 
the designation 'Captain' Class. 

Separate chapters cover the initial design 
of the DE class, their wartime service with 
the American navy, with the Royal Navy, and 
transfers to other nations. The short text is 
amply supported by production tables, 
charts showing losses, and several pages of 
appendices giving ships’ names, numbers, 
dates built and dates converted, trans- 
ferred, scrapped or lost. Finally, there are 
half a dozen pages of scale drawings of dif- 
ferent versions, and a section detailing DE 
armament (including scale drawings of the 
various guns carried). 


Just two of the fabulous titles from 
Amphoto: 

Basic photography by Marvin 
Weisbord. £2.20 net (£2.35 by 
post) 

Better photography for amateurs 

by D. X. Fenten. £1.40 net 
(£1 .50 by post) 

Or send for free booklist 

Patrick Stephens Ltd 

Bar Hill, Cambridge CB3 8EL 
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Contributions 

Letters to the editor selected for publication 
entitle the senders to each receive a free 
Airfix plastic construction kit, and the pub- 
lication of photographs from readers is 
similarly rewarded. Airfix Products Ltd 
award the kits on the following scale: 

ONE letter or photograph published is 
rewarded by any kit from Series 1-6 inclu- 
sive. For TWO letters or photographs any 
one kit up to and including Series 9 can be 
chosen, or alternatively two kits up to Series 
6. For THREE contributions the entitlement 
is one kit up to Series 12 or three kits up to 
Series 6. Readers can make their choice on 
the special form which we send out after 
publication. The kits are supplied direct by 
Airfix Products Ltd. 

Letters to the editor should be addressed 
to: the Editor, Airfix Magazine, Bar Hill, 
Cambridge, CB3 8EL. If a reply is wanted, a 
stamped addressed envelope (or Inter- 
national Reply Coupon) should be enclosed. 
All photographs submitted for consideration 
should be clearly labelled with the sender's 
name and address on the back of each. 

Opinions expressed by correspondents on 
this page are their own and do not neces- 
sarily reflect the views of the Editor or Airfix 
Products Ltd. 


Query answered 

IN ANSWER TO the question posed by the 
photograph on page 58 of Airfix Magazine 
Annual 4, the gun is a British 13 pdr 
mounted on a Thornycroft 3-ton J type lorry. 
The 13 pdr was an anti-aircraft weapon with 
an elevation of +80°, a traverse of 360°, a 
muzzle velocity of 1 ,700fps, rate of fire of six 
to ten rounds per minute, vertical range of 
13,000 feet and a horizontal range of 8,200 
yards. The total weight of the gun was 
2,150 lb. 

Alexander Bruce, Newtyle, Angus. 


part of its collection of model soldiers in the 
entrance hall, and is well worth a visit. The 
figures include several 18th Century flat, 
half-round and solid models, early Britain's 
hollow-cast soldiers and many more, 
together with an interesting selection of 
modern slate, metal and rubber moulds for 
casting figures. Ed. 


NZ modellers 

A NEW military modelling and wargaming 
club has been formed in Papakura, New 
Zealand. Anyone interested in joining 
should contact Mr M. Harrison, C/- Pether- 
bridge, Beach Road, RD1, Papakura, NZ. 


Model soldiers 

THE national Army Museum, Royal Hospital 
Road, London SW3, is currently showing 


MAFVA meeting 

THE LONDON Group of the Miniature 
Armoured Fighting Vehicle Association has 
asked us to correct an error we made in the 
announcement about its Open Modelling 
Competition on April 5 (December issue). 
The competition is open to members of 
relevant modelling societies, but not to the 
general public. Ed. 


German fortifications 

TERRY gander and Chris Foss's article on 
the surviving German fortifications in Jersey 
in our January issue created a great deal of 
interest and prompted reader R. Hopwood 
to submit the three photos below of similar 
fortifications in Guernsey. Below left is 
Jerbourg Point, bottom left Pleinmont 
Tower and below Vale Mill, Moulin. 


Your queries answered 

iN ORDER TO help prevent delays and confusion, 
will all readers intending to write to Airfix Magazine 
please note the following information and post 
their letters to the appropriate address. 

Any query, comment, suggestion or contribution 
for Airfix Magazine should be sent to: The Editor, 
Airfix Magazine, PSL Publications Ltd. Bar Hill, 
Cambridge CB3 8EL. 

Any query, comment or suggestion regarding Air- 
fix kits or games should be sent to: Airfix Products 
Ltd, Haldane Place, Garratt Lane, London SW18 
4NB. 

All queries or payments for Airfix Magazine sub- 
scriptions and back numbers should be sent to: 
Subscription Department, Airfix Magazine, 
Surridge Dawson & Co (Productions) Ltd, 136/142 
New Kent Road. London SE1. 

All queries regarding items mentioned in adver- 
tisements should be addressed to the appropriate 
advertiser(s). 

All queries, comments and suggestions regard- 
ing models manufactured by companies other than 
Airfix should be addressed to the appropriate 
manufacturer. 

All queries regarding display advertising should 
be addressed to: Mr S. C. Sullivan, Advertising 
Manager, Airfix Magazine, Jackson Rudd & Asso- 
ciates Ltd. 46/47 Chancery Lane, London WC2A 
1JB. 

All classified advertisements should be sent to: 
Classified Advertising Department, Airfix Magazine, 
PSL Publications Ltd, Bar Hill, Cambridge 
CB3 8EL. Replies to classified advertisements 
should be sent to the advertiser except in the case 
of box numbers, when replies should be sent to the 
Classified Advertising Department. 

Enquiries regarding Airfix Magazine Easibinders 
should be addressed to: Easibinder Department, 
Airfix Magazine, PSL Publications Ltd. Bar Hill, 
Cambridge CB3 8EL. 

Enquiries regarding Airfix/PSL books should be 
addressed to the Sales Department. Patrick 
Stephens Ltd. Bar Hill, Cambridge CB3 8EL. 

While every effort will be made to forward mail to 
the correct address, the publishers of Airfix Maga- 
zine cannot be held responsible for any loss or 
delay caused by incorrect addressing. □ 
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1/1200 SHIPS & AIRCRAFT 
ENSIGN 

NEW CATALOGUE 

Now Available 
20p post free 

SHIPS — AIRCRAFT 

1200 Scale SPARES 


“Flotsam & Jetsam” 

List of Odd and Rare Items 

TRADE AND FACTOR TERMS 
AVAILABLE 

MODEL FIGURES & HOBBIES 

Lower Balloo Road, Groomsport, Co. Down BT19-2LU, N.l. 


modelscene ltd 

MODEL KITS AND DIECAST MODELS 

MONOGRAM OTAKI 

1/24 1926 Mack Tank Truck £3.50 1/12 Ford Mustang Mach 1 £13.99 

1/24 1926 Mack Stake Truck £3.50 1/12 Pontiac Firebird £13.99 

1/24 1930 Ford Cabriolet £2.00 SUPER CHAMPION 

1/24 1930 Ford Coupe £2.00 1/43 Lola T70 MK3B 99p 

1/24 1958 Ford T. Bird £2.00 1/43 Ferrari 512M 99p 

TAMIYA 1/43 Porsche 917 Long 99p 

1/12 Texaco McLaren F.1 £5.99 1/43 Porsche 917K 99p 

1/12 Tyrrell Ford F.1 £5.99 1/20 Renault Alpine £5.35 

1/12 JPS Lotus 72 F.1 £5.99 SOLIDO 

1/12 Ferrari 312B F.1 £5.50 1/43 Lancia Stratos £1.36 

1/6 Harley Davidson £13.99 1/43 Porsche Carrera RS £1.36 

1/35 Quad Tractor & Gun £2.85 1/43 BMW 3000 Rally £1.36 

ERTL 1/43 Ford Capri Rally £1.36 

Truck Kits 1/25 Scale 1/43 1939 Citroen 15 Six £1.99 

International F4270 £3.50 NOREV Metal Series 

International 4070A Cabover £3.50 1 /4 3 Ferrari Dino 246 GTS £1.09 

cakkfn 1/43 Fiat X 1/9 Sports Car £1.09 

1/16 1936 Mercedes 540K £7.50 1/43 Porsche RSMartini £125 

1/16 1939 Jaguar SSI 00 £4.80 M3 MabfftfOR ^heT 0 2s 

,/,6 ,948 TC M«ge, CUJ SL RW 

RfyELL 1/24 Renault Alpine £2.80 

1/16 Mr. Revell Dragster £3.90 1/24 Porsche 91 IS £2 80 

1/16 Praying Mantis Dragster £4.60 1/24 Fiat 127 £2 80 

1/16 KUW& Olsen Dragster £4.60 1/24 Range Rover £3.20 

1/32 MIG 21 Fighter £2.35 pn , 

German U-Boat U-47 £2.35 ^5 Romeo SUD £2.25 

POCHER 1/25 Volvo 164E £3.25 

1/8 1932 Rolls Royce £85.00 ENTEX 

1/8 1932 Alfa Spider £65.00 i/100 Douglas DC3 £1.50 

MPC & AMT 1/144 B-l Bomber £2.95 

Cars. Dragsters and Truck Kits 1/8 Ford Turbine Engine £5.50 

OPEN: 9 an>-6 pm Monday to Saturday CLOSED: Half Day Wednesday 

Send S.A.E. for list 

154 STREATHAM HILL, LONDON SW2 4RU 

01-671 2613 

Mail Order. Please add 10% to orders up to £5. 
over £5 post free. All items subject to availability. 


Getting it 
regularly? 

Wise readers make sure of getting their copy of Airfix 
Magazine each month by taking out an annual 
subscription. No more hunting bookstalls for the 
latest issue — have it delivered right to your front 
door. That way you make certain of not missing the 
article, review or advertiser's bargain you particularly 
want to see. Place your subscription now by using 
the form below. 


To Airfix Magazine, Subscription Department, 

Surridge Dawson & Co (Productions) Ltd, 

•136/142 New Kent Road, London SE1. 

Please send my Airfix Magazine each month by post on 
publication for a 12 month period commencing with 

the issue. I enclose my cheque/postal order 

(not cash or stamps) for £3.40 (postage included). (USA S8.75). 


Please write clearly in block capitals 


BADGER AIR BRUSHES 

Model 

List Price 

My Price 

Price includes 

250-1 

£5.46 

£4.55 

Hose, valve & 2 jars 

200 EX 

£20.04 

£15.95 

Hose, valve & 1 jar 

100 XF/IL 

£28.84 

£24.65 

Spare needle 

100 GXF 

£29.92 

£25.80 

Spare needle 

Compressor 

£44.25 

£34.25 

V* " thread adaptor 


V.A.T. included: Air brushes and compressor post free, 
but please add 10% (min. 15p) to smaller items if 
ordered separately. 


Tyre adaptor 92p 

20 oz. propellant £1.19 
On/off valve £1.21 

Foot Switch £3.24 


Spare jars 21 p 

6 ft air hose £1.83 

10 ft air hose £2.33 

Most spares in stock. 


JOHN L. SILVESTER 

51 The Pavement, Park Hill, Sheffield S2 5RD 
Telephone: 0742 23897 
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MU Leicester Micro 
Models Ltd 


Micro Tanks Micro Soldiers 


Micro Ships 


48 GLOUCESTER RD, NEWBURY, BERKS 


The first of 
the many 

1/300 SCALE MODEL AIRCRAFT 

Spitfire VB • Spitfire IX • Hurricane 
Messerschmitt 109 • Dornier 17z 

Mosquito - Messerschmitt 110 
Focke-Wulf 190 A3 

To follow soon: 

Mustang P-51D • Heinkel • Stuka • Typhoon 


Single-engined aircraft 15p. Twin-engined aircraft 30p. 

Send S.A.E. for our full lists of Microtanks, Microships 
Rules and 1/1200 scale ships. 


SB - ! 


WITH A r -M 

'Plasticine* 6-pounder 

Whether you're setting up a wargame, or landscaping a model 
railway, you'll have a world of scene-setting scope at your com- 
mand when you go intoaction with a 6 lb packof Plasticine. 

Each pack contains six 1 lb cartons in any assortment of colours 
you wish to select. And there are 18 wide-ranging Plasticine 
colours you can choose from: 

Red. terra-cotta, dark blue, light blue, dark green, yellow, brown, 
cerise, mauve, violet, peach, stone, orange, turquoise, light green, 
grey, white, black. 

So go into action now. For your '6-pounder' of the world's most 
versatile modelling material, send £2.00{inclusive of part postage 
and VAT) to 

HARBUTT'S PLASTICINE LTD., Bathampton, Bath BA2 6TA 


SOUTH COAST MODELS 

PEACEHAVEN 

Mail order specialists in 1/32 scale aircraft kits only 

When ordering models, send no money, we will send the model together with an invoice. This will mean that you 
will only pay for the model that you see and have in your possession. This service is only applicable to the UK. 

LATEST KITS IN STOCK 

Revell 

CH185 Mirage lll/R £2.42 

CH250 Messerschmitt Bf 1 10G-4/R3 Nightfighter £2.42 

CH275 Messerschmitt Me 262B-1a/U-1 Nightfighter £1.54 

CH267 Mig 21 PF £2.42 

Hasegawa 

JS092 Boeing P-26A Peashooter £1.57 

JS089 Nakajima ‘Oscar’ £2.42 

We have most 1/32 scale models by Revell & Hasegawa in stock, send S.A.E. for list, at competitive 
prices. 

Please note that there is an additional charge to all models of 10% for postage and packing. 

We will be pleased to send models to customers outside the UK, send for details. 


12 CISSBURY AVENUE, PEACEHAVEN, NEWHAVEN, SUSSEX BN9 8TJ 
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Please address your correspondence to 

Airflx Magazine, 

Classified Advertisement Department, 
Bar Hill, Cambridge, CB3 8EL. 


Rates 8p per word. Minimum charge 80p. 
Box numbers 30p extra charge. 

All advertisements must be prepaid. 

Please state classification required. 


magazine classified adverts 


Closing date for next issue April 1st 


FOR SALE 

Avalon Hill Games, Roco Minitanks, Basic 
collection of Naval, Armour and Aviation 
books and magazines; cheaply priced. J. J. 
Simpson, 70 Carr Road, Calverley, Pudsey, 
W. Yorks, LS28 5RH. (1807S) 

Nichimo, Airflx, Riko, Monogram, Bandai, 
Revell, Hasegawa. Tamiya, AMT, Life-Like, 
planes, cars, guns, etc. Cox control-line 
aeroplanes. Keilkraft. Lima trains. Diecast 
Corgi, Solido, Rio, Polistil and many more. 
Send SAE for list. Hayes Toy and Model 
Shop, 46 Hayes Street, Hayes, Bromley, BR2 
7LD. (1808S) 

290 Different 1/72 kits, 24 ships. 14 Airfix 
cars. SAE please. 58 Eglinton Hill, London 
SE18. (1809S) 

Bargains. OO figures and wargames. 
Troughton, 49 Sandown Road, Rugby. 

(1 81 OS) 

60 Aviation Books. £1 each. 62-C, B.51, Toa 
Payoh, Singapore. (1814S) 

Very Rare. I.P.M.S. U.S. Quarterly mags (26 
copies) 1965-1972. Plus I.P.M.S. (G.B.) early 
news sheets, Nos 5, 6, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12. Offers. 
Box No. 1818S. (1818S) 


The publishers of AIRFIX MAGAZINE 
must point out to readers that, while 
every care is taken to check the bona 
fide nature of all advertisements, they 
cannot accept any responsibility for 
disputes which might arise 


BOOKS. Large collection of aircraft books 
by Putnam, Ian Allan, Osprey, etc., for sale. 
All in excellent condition. SAE for lists. 
Wilson, 75 Muriel Street, Redcar, 
Tees-side. (1815S) 

Rareplanes, Aircraft Kits, Micromodels, 
Magazines. Large SAE for lists. Fitch, 
Schoolhouse, St John's School, St John's 
Grove, London N19 5RP. (1817S) 


MODEL SHOP REQUIRED IN 
PROVINCIAL TOWN 
(NOT S.E. ENGLAND). 

Initially brief details only, in 
confidence to Box No. 1813W. 


Miniature Car Kits approx 1/72 scale etc. 
Set 1 — 1904 Mercedes, 1901 Oldsmobile, 
1905 Vauxhall, 1899 Renault, 1912 Packard; 
Set 2 — 1926 Bugatti, 1927 Bentley, 1913 
Sunbeam, 1913 Morris Cowley, 1915 Ford T. 
Set of 5 cars 70p, set of 10 £1.30, including 
post and packing. J. Scarborough, 2 Station 
Road, Scredington, Sleaford, Lines. (1820S) 


WANTED 

Frog Scimitar, Master, Herald, Vimy (old), 
Bleriot, Greenbank Ryan, Williams Boeing, 
Ruch Karas, Aurora CF-100, preferably 
unmade and complete. Good prices paid. 
Will also consider trading for Skua, P.1A, 
Wallace, 138A, etc. Leif Gran, 6340 Lesja, 
Norway. (181 1 W) 

Urgently Required, pre-war and 1945-6 
Frog Penguin kits, made/unmade, parts, 
plans, boxes, etc. Top prices paid, i.e. 
DH86B £20. A.W. Scimitar £8. Full details 
please. Box No. 1812W. (1812W) 

Air Enthusiast April and May 1972. Pay £1 
each. M. Turriani, 13 Muirfield Gardens, 
Inverness IV2 4HF. (1816W) 


ROS FIGURES 

25 mm budget series wargame figures 

These figures are the finest value wargame figures available: 
45p per pack of 10 infantry or 4 cavalry! 

Buy direct from us and save! Ros Figures are fine cast white metal 
figurines, fully detailed and modelled in natural poses. The range 
includes Greeks, Romans, Persians: Austrian, Prussian, Russian, French 
& British Napoleonics. Dozens of different figure types now ready. Some 
Horse Artillery may be available by the time you read this: British & 
French, cannon and crew for 45p! Send s.a.e. for list. Or 20p for list and 
samples. 

And don’t forget our remarkable 1/300 scale micro-tanks. 70 now listed 
and scores more to come. Send s.a.e. for lists. 

Overseas trade welcomed. 

Ros Figures, 93 Wolfington Road, SE27 


aviation 

books 

galore! 


History — Reference 
Modelling — Engineering 
Computers — Navigation 
Flying — Construction 

We carry a comprehensive U.K. 
and International range of 
books on all aspects of aviation 
and armour. 



Tel: 01-836 5376 
es 33 (AM) St. Martin's Ct. . London WC2 


15 mm FIGURES by PETER LAING 

ENGLISH CIVIL WAR AND THE 30 YEAR WAR. “500" SERIES 
This series covers the period of warfare in Europe, 1600-1660 


F501 Musketeer in hat, firing 4p 

F503 Musketeer in hat, marching 4p 

F504 Standard bearer 4p 

F506 Standing pikeman. in hat 4p 

F508 Pikeman in helmet, standing 4p 

F510 Officer standing, with partisan 4p 

F512 Scottish musketeer, firing 4p 

F514 "Peasant type" marching, 

with bill hook 4p 

A503 Gunner with handspike 4p 

A505 Gunner with bucket 4p 

M501 Mounted English/Swedish 

Trooper, in helmet 8p 

M504 Mounted armoured lancer 8p 

M505 Mounted trumpeter, in helmet 8p 

A501 Culverin 12p 


F502 Pikeman in helmet, 

repelling cavalry 4p 

F505 Standing drummer, in hat 4p 

F507 Musketeer in hat, loading 4p 

F509 Pikeman in helmet, marching 4p‘ 
F511 Officer with drawn sword 4p 

F513 "Peasant type" standing, 

with cudgel 4p 

A504 Gunner holding sponge 4p 

A506 Gunner with portfire ' 4p 

M502 Mounted cuirassier 8p 

M503 Mounted English/Swedish 

trooper in hat, horse trotting 8p 
M506 Mounted standard bearer, 

in hat 8p 

A502 6 pdr canon/saker 12p 


“1000” SERIES 

These figures are suitable for Montrose's army and can also be used with 
the Marlburian series for the '15 or '45 rebellions 


FI 001 Highlander with Lochaber axe 4p 

F1003 Highland piper 4p 

FI 005 Highland standard bearer 4p 

F1007 Lowland musketeer on guard 4p 

FI 009 Highlander firing 4p 

M1001 Mounted highland 

officer 8p 


F1002 Highland chieftain with 

musket and shield 4p 

F1004 Highland drummer 4p 

F1006 Highland clansman with 

claymore and shield 4p 

F1008 Advancing highlander 4p 

FI 010 Lowlander firing 4p 


P&P extra. Orders up to El, 12p; £2, 14p; £3, 16p; £4, 18. Over £4 Post Free 


ALSO FEUDALS — COLONIALS — MARLBURIAN — MEDIEVAL — CRIMEAN 
AW. I — WORLD WAR I — ANCIENTS — Sending long S.A.E. for list 

Please note new address: PETER LAING 

Minden, Sutton St. Nicholas, Hereford, HR1 3BD 
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What a bind! 


Due to increased costs at all levels, 
including the new postal charges which take 
effect this month, we have regretfully been 
forced to raise the price of our AIRFIX 
MAGAZINE EASIBINDERS to £2.25 each. As an 
investment to protect your valuable back issues 
though, these Easibinders still represent 
truly excellent value for money. Order now for 
last year's, this year's or even next year's 
copies, using the form below. 



Two Militaria Bestsellers 

Armour In Action 4 

The Churchill 

Bryan Perrett 

. . uncover(s) much that is new and of 
interest . . . wealth of illustration . . . 
recommend . . RUSI 

8 Mi" x 5%" 148 pp inc 22 diagrams, plus 32 pp illustrations £3.15 

Tank Battles of 
World War I 

Bryan Cooper 

“Well illustrated . . . very clear maps . . . 
an appendix of diagrams showing . . . 
the early Mark Is, Mark IVs etc" AIRFIX 

8 W x 5MT 95 pp inc 17 diagrams plus 48 pp illustrations £2.50 


IAN ALLAN 


Terminal House Shepperton TW17 8AS 


The First Time Ever 

Something completely new and exciting for 
modellers and military enthusiasts. 

Full size (34 inches long) replica of German 
88 mm. Armour piercing ammunition as 

used in the famous FLAK 18-36-37 ANTI- 
AIRCRAFT GUNS and in the powerful TIGER 
I TANK, in heavy gauge plastic assembly kit 
form. 


These easy to make kits are produced from 
moulds cast from the actual round of 
ammunition and are completely authentic in 
finish. Fully illustrated and informative leaflet 
included. 

Lemarka Kit Number 1 — The first in a series 
of full size replica rounds of ammunition 
fired in famous artillery weapons. 

Price: £3.95 (including VAT) plus 35p P.&P. 

(Mail order only) 

LEMARKA REPRODUCTIONS 

Box No. P.O. 116 

155a Castle Road, Bedford MK40 3RT 



FOR YOUR AIRFIX 
MOTORACE SETS 

and 

ACCESSORIES 

and all 

SLOT CAR RACING 
EQUIPMENT 


Please send lOp for catalogue and price lists to MRRC Ltd., 

29 Ashley Road, Boscombe, Bournemouth, Hampshire. 
NAME 
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Name 


Address 


Date. 


Osprey Publishing Limited. 


Signature 
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RUSSIAN 

KV1 Tank 
T 34/76 Tank 
T34/85 Tank 
KV2 Tank 
SU 76 Assault Gun 
M39 Anti-Tank Gun 
JS } 52 Assault Gun 
BA-10M Armoured Car 
SU 85 Assault Gun 
Stalin Tank 
Gaz 4x6 Truck 
Gaz 4x4 Truck 
BT Tank 
JS II Tank 

Katyuska Rocket Launcher 
KV85 

ITALIAN 

Ml 3/40 Tank 
Sermovente 75/18 
Autoblinda Armoured Car 


AMERICAN 

Grant Tank 
Sherman Tank 
Stuart Tank 
M3 Halftrack 
V* ton Jeep 
155 mm Howitzer 
M8 Armoured Car 
Sherman Firefly 
Chev. L.R.D.G. Truck 
M10 Tank Destroyer 
M18 Tank Destroyer 
D.U.K.W. 

Mack 6x6 Truck 
Chev. 30 cwt. Truck 
M36 Tank Destroyer 


BRITISH 

Crusader Tank 
Matilda Tank 
Valentine Tank 
Churchill Tank 
Cromwell Tank 
Humber Armoured Car 
25 pdr. Gun (Firing) 

25 pdr. Gun (Limbered) 

17 pdr. Gun (Firing) 

6 pdr. Gun (Firing) 

Daimler Scout Car 
Scorpion Flail 
Centaur A.R.V. 

Austin Bowser 
Bedford Q.L. 3 ton truck 
British A9 Tank 
Vickers Light Tank 
White Scout Car 
Stag Hound Armoured Car 
2 pdr. Gun (Firing) 

Quad Truck 
Bishop S.P. Gun 
Bofors Quad 
Daimler Armoured Car 
Harrington Armoured Car 
Archer 17 pds. S.P. Gun 
A13 Cruiser Tank 
A30 Challenger 
Bren Carrier 
Scammell Pioneer 
Scammell Breakdown Crane 
Austin 3 ton Truck 
Austin 30 cwt. Truck 
A.E.C. Mk. I Armoured Car 
Morris 15 cwt. Radio Truck 
Morris 15 cwt. Bowser 
Crusader III A.A. 

Priest S.P.G. 

Humber Staff Car 

Rolls Royce A/Car (1932-41) 


GERMAN 

Pz.KpfwJi'i^nk 28 CHURCH 5 

Pz.Kpfw.lll Tank ■ 

Px.Kpfw.IV Tank FI 1/onn IL 

PZ.IVF2 1/300 IV 

Pz.IV aus.H 

Tiger I Tank 

Tiger II Tank Postage 

Jagdtiger _ 

Panther Tank Oversee 

Jagd panther 

Stug III Assault Gun 

Elephant For deti 

Pz.Kpfw. 4.7 cm. Pak(t) 

Sd.Kfz. 7(88 Tractor) Stampei 

M/C Combination 

Opel Blitz 3 ton Truck 

Daimler Benz 3000L Truck Armoi 

Pz.Kpfw. 38(t) Micro 

Sturmtiger 

Opel Maultier Halftrack 

Sd.Kfz. 250 

Sd.Kfz 250/8 7.5 cm. 

Sd.Kfz. 250/9 Armoured Car 
Daimler Benz Bowser 
Marder III Pak 76.2 mm. (R) 

Kubelwagen 

Sd.Kfz. 234/4 Armoured Car 7.5 Pak 40 
Sd.Kfz. 233 Armoured Car 7.5 L24 
Sd.Kfz. 232 Armoured Car 
Sd.Kfz. 234/ (Puma) 

8.8 cm. Flak (Firing) 

8.8 cm. Flack (Limbered) 

5.0 cm. Pak 38 (Firing) 

7.5 cm. Pak 40 (Firing) 

8.8 cm. Pak 43 (Firing) 

Sd.Kfz. 222 Armoured Car 
Steyr 1500 Field Car 
PzFH Wespe 105 mm. S.P. Gun 
Nashorn 88 mm. S.P. Gun 
Ostwind 37 mm. A.A. S.P.G. 


SKYTREX LIMITED 


28 CHURCH STREET, WYMESW0LD, LEICESTERSHIRE 

1/300 MICR0ARM0UR ALL AT 8p EACH 

Postage: 10% up to £3, Free over £3 
Overseas: 30% over £5, 60% under £5 

For details of our other products send a 
stamped self-addressed envelope. 


Armour/Infantry Action 1925-1950 90p 

Micro-Warfare-Ground Forces W.W.II 50p 


Jagdpanzer IV 
Hummel 
Marder III 
Jagdpanzer Hetzer 
Sturmpanzer IV 
Sd.Kfz. 7 (Open top) 

Kettenkrad 

SiG33/150 mm. S.P.G. 38(t) 

37 mm. A.A. S.P.G. 

Sd.Kfz. 251 Halftrack 

Sd.Kfz. 251/7 Engineers Vehicle 

Sd.Kfz. 251/9 75 mm. L24 

Sd.Kfz. 251/16 Flame Thrower 

Sd.Kfz. 251/17 A.A. 20 mm. 

Nebelwerfer 

Saurer Heavy Truck 

S.W.S. 40 Halftrack 

Mercedes Staff Car 

Sd.Kfz. 250/7, 80 mm. Self propelled 

mortar 

Karl Super Heavy mortar 30p 


Culloden,Custer, 

Cromwell,Dayan... 


the famous people and places 
of military history live again 
in these two great new books 
from Osprey. 

A Concise Dictionary of 
Military Biography 

Martin Windrow & Francis K. 
Mason. £5.95 Published June. 

By far the most entertaining work 
in its field, this fascinating book 
covers 200 of the greatest names in 
European and American military 
history. Apart from providing 
details of their lives and careers, 
the authors explode the myths 
surrounding the reputations of 
many leading soldiers, and give 
due credit to many who have never 
been fully recognised. 


British Battlefields: Scotland 
and the Border 

Philip Warner. £2.95 
The fourth and final book in the 
series covering the major battle 
sites of England, Scotland and 
Wales. From Stirling Bridge in 
1297 to Culloden in 1746, the events 
leading up to the conflicts, the 
battles themselves, and the 
outcome are vividly described. 
Philip Warner writes a colourful 
introduction to Scottish military 
history, from the coming of the 
Romans up to Balliol’s 
submission to Edward I. The book 
is illustrated with Ordnance 
Survey maps of each site, marked 
with the movements of the armies. 


To: Osprey Publishing Ltd., 137 Southampton 
Street, Reading, Berkshire RG1 2QZ. 

Please send copy of free illustrated leaflet of 
Osprey Militaria books. 












YOUR INTERNATIONAL 
MODEL MAIL ORDER HOUSE 

Suppliers to the British and Overseas Governments 






★ The Finest WRITING 
and PAINTING BRUSHES 

A BMW direct import from Japan. 
FINE BRUSHES FS 20p FM 25p 
FLATS F2 20p F4 22 p F6 24p 

ROUNDS RO If " “ " “ * 
MIXED SET OF5 


5p R I 1 6p R2 1 7p R4 1 8p 1/6 scale 
i BRUSHES as packed 98p 


T AMI Y A 

TEXACO MARLBORO 
1/12 scale £5.55 

FLH 1200 HARLEY DAVIDSON 
£12.95 


LIQU-A-PLATE BMW's OWN IMPORTS 

NOW IN FIVE COLOURS! 


M i6-17PF 


K.P. Czechoslovakian I 72 
Aero L-29 Dolfin 
Avis B.534 

Ilyushin 1 1-10/Avia B-33 La 7 
Mi* 19 
Letov 5 328 
La-7 


ONLY 

EACH 


L.S. I 72 scale 
Willow Type 93 Intermediate 
Trainer with floats 
Willow Type 93 Intermediate 
Trainer with wheels 
75p each 
SUPERMODEL 
A B.M.W. own import • • 

Fiat G.55 Centauro 60p 

R.E. 2000 60p 

R. E, 2002 60 p 

Cant Z 1007 Alcione £1.60 

S. M. 81 £1.60 

Fiat G.5SS Silurante 60 p 

R.E. 2001 60 p 

C.R. 32 60p 

Cant Z 1007 Bideriva £1.60 

HASEGAWA 1,72 A.F.V. 
G.M.C. Personnel Carrier 
G.M.C. Gasoline Truck 
G.M.C. Dump Truck J7p each 
HASEGAWA 1/72 AIR- 

P.47 Thunderbolt bubbfj*top T 
Spitfire Mk I 

P5ID Mustang 47p each 

LIKE LIKE THOMPSON 
TROPHY PLANES 
Gee Bee, Laird Turner 
Hall Springfield £1.53 each 

ENTEX 1/350 scale SPIP 
Titanic £12.09 


MANIA I 72 scale 
New-Kate double kit 
Type 97 carrier 
attack bomber 
Kate-B5N2 

Sonia double kit (two 
versions) 

AIRFIX 

P5ID Mustang 1/72 scale 
remould 
TAMIYA 

AIRCRAFT 1/48 scale 
Buffalo 

BANDAI 1/15 A.F.V. 
German Howitzer SPIV 
150mm Hummel i 

1/48 A.F.V. 

Lon* Tom 
T34 Russian Tank 

NICHIMO 1/35 A.F.V. 
PxKpKw IV German Tank 

NEW AIRFIX 
George Washington 
Prinz Eugen 
Tribal Class Destroyer 
Spitfire V 


1. Aluminium place 

2. Dark Anodic Grey (or steel) 
to simulate dark anodised panels 
as on Boeing 247D airliner or 

steel parts of any model. 

3. Titanium. Matched to real 
panels of flying aircraft. For 
Models of F-100 Super 
Sabre, F-4E Phantom II, etc. 
rear section. 

4. Jet exhaust. Matched to real 
flying aircraft, a very dirty 
dark brown-brown-grey 
colour for jet aircraft 

5. Bronze. Matched to the 
shade of a new Bristol radial 
engine nose exhaust collection 
ring, such as on Bcaufighter 

For use with spray guns, Badger" 
etc. They may be left dull or 
polished to the degree of lustre 
required. They are intermixable 
and in jars. After spraying and / 
or polishing the model can be 
sealed with a special sealer. 

LIQU-A-PLATE, state colour 70p 
SEALER per jar 70p 

aZ B.M.W.— ALPHA 
“- 40 54mm DIORAMAS 

A new range of diorama accessories, 
each sheet vacuum formed besc quality 
white polystyrene sheet, 15 thou, each 
sheet approx 12' x 6' and 27p each 
except Sheet AA8 18' x 18' at 42p 
AAI Paving stones 
AA2 Random cobble stones 
AA3 Stone walls 
AA4 Rocks and boulders 
AA5 Six bases 2' x 2' for 4 figures + 
rocks and boulders 

AA6 Four bases 4' x 2$' for mounted 
figures + tree stumps and fallen 
tree 

AA7 2 bases for small dioramas 
AA9 Regular cobble stones with 
central gulley 


ARH 1/41 scale 
U.S. Tractor and Trailer 
U.S. Tractor and 155mm Gu 


£2.00 

£2.00 


US 3/4 ton Weapons carrier 
US Command and Reconnaissance Truck 
US M-6 37 mm A/tank gun carriage 
US li ton Personnel carrier 


£2.40 

£2.40 

£2.15 

£2.95 


32p 


£ 1.20 

£1.49 


32p 

86p 

23p 

32p 


AAI0 Cobble stones with pavement £2-£3 


POSTAGE 

Minimum Charge 
Orders up to £1 
£l-£2 


POCHER 18 scale 
Fiat 130 HP Grand Prix 
de France 1907 £43.00 

Alfa Romeo 8 C-2300 

Monza £55.00 

Rolls Royce Phantom 1 1 
Drophead coupe 
1932 £85.00 

Alfa Romeo Spider Grand 

Sports 1932 £65.00 

These prices include VAT 
and postage 


and herbs 
AAI I Stone brickwork 
AAI2 Windows 
AAI 3 Doors 
AAI 4 Modern brick 
AAI 5 Modern tile 


£3-£4 

£4-£IO 


27p 

Over 

EACH 

Please 


I5p 
I5p 
30p 
40 p 
50 p 

60p 


AA8 


Country Lane, ideal for Historex 
Gun team or 1/35 scale armour 
42p eacn 


OVERSEAS POSTAGE 
AND PACKING EXTRA 


HOME TRADE 
ORDER DEPT. 

for personal service to every 
small retailer. Other B.M.W 
Dcpts. are: 

OVERSEAS 

Retail Mail Order 
Trade Orders 
HOME 

Retail Mail Orders 
Home Trade Orders 
and naturally, visitors 
are always welcome to 
OUR SHOP 


HUMBROL BADGER AIR BRUSHES 


NEW BOOKS 

Bradford Barton 

US Pursuit Aircraft 1918-36 

£2.95 

P.S.L. 

Fighting Colours 1937-75 £3.95 
A Dictionary of Ships of the 
Royal Navy £3.95 

Airfix Guide No 5 
"Tank & A.F.V. Modelling" 

£1.20 

RAF Fighters of WWI I £1.20 
Modelling Miniature Figures 

£3.95 

Tank Battles in Miniature No 2 

Warns 

The Observers Army Vehicles 
Directory to 1940 £4.30 

Tanks & Transport Vehicles 
of WWI I £3.75 


Profiles 

88mm Flak & Pak. Peter Cham- 
berlain. T. Gander £1.95 
Leeward Publications 
Ship Data No 3 Pearl Harbour 
Attack £1.20 

Arms & Armour 
Firepower. Major Gen B. 

Hughes £4.50 

German Military Transport 
WWI I £5.75 

German Military Uniforms 
1786/1796. W.A. Thorburn 

£4.95 

Imperial Japanese Army & 

Navy Uniforms & 

Equipment, with many 
coloured pictures £6.95 

Book of Rifles, W. H. B. Smith 
£4.50 



•A 1 HUMBROL BADGER 
AIRBRUSH SET 

Contents: 200 airbrush airline, 
power pack connector, 4 jars, power 
pack, instruction leaflet, guarantee 
£19.54 

‘B’ HUMBROL BADGER 
250 SPRAY GUN 

Contents: 250 spray gun, airline, 
power pack connector, 2 jars, 
instruction leaflet £5.06 

*C' HUMBROL BADGER 250 
SPRAY GUN SET 
Contents: 250 spray gun airline. 


power pack connector, 5 jars, power 
pack, instruction leaflet £6.36 

OTHER BADGER AIRBRUSHES 

100 XF Fineline airbrush 
with cup £26.70 

100 IL Fineline airbrush 
with cup £26.70 

150 IL Poster airbrush £28.30 

BADGER ACCESSORIES 
20 oz. propellant £1.10 

12 oz. propellant 70p 

MP 1033 portable air compressor 
with adaptor £40.00 

50-029 tyre adaptor 84 p 

50-0252 spare jar with lid I9p 

50-0241 Jar gaskets (3) 24p 

50-200 Air regulator £2.96 

50-004 On/off valve £1.12 

50-001 6 ft. air hose £1.09 

50-001 10 ft. air hose £2.16 
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